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I have been reading the book, Women of Service for 
the Glory of God, written by Sr. Maureen Maier OSU 

which tells of the history of the Ursuline Sisters and 
their work in the church, particularly their work in 
establishing and maintaining the convent and academy 
in Bruno. Their history is one of hardship, opportunity, 
joy, and ultimate trust in God, not unlike the history 
of St. Therese School of Faith and Mission that estab-
lished itself in the same building that the Ursulines did 
almost a century ago. As St. Therese approaches its 
10th year of operation we are grateful to God, not only 
for all the joyous occasions but for all the little bumps 
and bruises along the way that have helped St. Therese 
School of Faith and Mission grow and develop into an 
internationally recognized Catholic teaching and for-
mation institution.

As St. Therese continues to grow, so does our list of 
endeavors and accomplishments.  We have several uni-
versity transfer credit arrangements in place, with our 
most recent agreement being with Holy Apostles College 
and Seminary in the United States. There are currently 
over 10 alumni in the seminary and religious life, as well 
as many others serving with various ministries within 
Canada and our conferences and programs continue to 
magnify and encompass more young people than ever 
before; the future of our church. 

St. Therese School of Faith and Mission is thankful to God 
for all the blessings bestowed upon us; the insight and lead-
ership of the past and present board members, the support 
of Bishop Donald Bolen and the Diocese of Saskatoon, 
the dedicated and faithful staff, the devoted volunteers, 
our supportive donor base and for the Ursuline sisters for 

listening to “the call” to Bruno, almost a century ago…..
there must be some truth to the phrase, “The more things 
change the more they stay the same.”
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St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission 
is a place “of healing and formation, 
fully surrendered to the will of the Father, 
rooted in Christ, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, nourished by the Scriptures and the 
Sacraments and faithful to the teachings 
of Mother Church, lived in the Charism of 
the Little Way of St.  Thérèse of Lisieux”1. 

Our mission to “...offer Christian formation 
in an environment of prayer and community 
within a life of Catholic Spirituality by 
providing programs and sacred space for 
people to experience the saving power of 
Jesus Christ and fullness of life in the Holy 
Spirit, and share the Good News of the 
Father’s merciful love for our world in need...” 2 

is lived out through our Nine-month 
Faith Formation Program  for young 
adults, and the various conferences, 
retreats and events that we host.

We desire that all people experience 
the saving power of Jesus Christ, the 
fullness of life in the Holy Spirit, and 
share the Good News of the Father’s 
provident love for our world in need.

“How much need there is today for 
mature Christian leaders, who are 
aware of their baptismal identity, of 
their own vocation and mission in 
the Church and in the world.”

Pope St. John Paul II

St. Therese Institute: Who We Are

1&2 Extracts from STI (1)Vision and(2)Mission Statements

by Vicky SerblowSki – executiVe Director

 St.T Executive Director, Vicky Serblowski, pens her signature on the 
agreement that will enable students to transfer credits from St. Therese 
Institute to Holy Apostles College and Seminary. St.T Director of Formation, 
Jim Anderson, looks on in the background.   photo by James Riley
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Quick Updates

Congrats to Bishop Scott McCaig
Congratulations to Bishop Scott McCaig (pictured teaching at St. Therese) on his 
recent ordination as Bishop of the Military Ordinatiate of Canada. Bishop Scott 
has been an important part of St. Therese since our very first class, and has joined 
us to teach our students on seven different occasions throughout the years. 
Bishop Scott: Thank you for all that you've contributed to St. Therese through 
your presence and prayers. Know we are praying for you in your episcopal ministry.

Welcome to the New Student Life Assistants!
We are thrilled to be welcoming Angela Bergeron and Kaitlyn Deck to join St. 
Therese on staff as Student Life Assistants! They will be working with Janaya 
Trudel, who will be taking on the role of Student Life Coordinator. Angela and 
Kaitlyn both recently finished the Second-Year Program at St. Therese, and their 
infectious joy and enthusiasm will make for a great experience for our incoming 
students. And, with a mix of both joy and sadness, we bid farewell to Danielle 
Baillargeon and Anais Perrault as they complete their Student Life positions and 
move on from St. Therese Institute.

Conferences and Retreats at St. Therese
We will be hosting three public conferences 
during the 2016–17 school year with a new 

Advent conference being added in addition to our Lenten and Theology of the 
Body conferences. This year's Lenten and ToB Conferences were amazing: Scott 
Powell (pictured to right) made the Gospel of Mark come alive by unpacking the 
social and historical context that the original readers would have naturally under-
stood it in, and Christopher West helped us understand what it really means to be 
human  and created in God's image and likeness by unpacking St. JPII's teachings.

Fr. Joe Ackerman, OSB, Retirement
The unthinkable happens at the end of July... At the age of 91, 
Fr. Joe is retiring from active ministry! Ordained 58 years ago (in 
1958), Fr. Joe has been the Pastor of St. Bruno Parish since 1998. 
Thank you, Fr. Joe, for your selfless abandonment to your Priestly 
ministry, all your jokes, and for journeying with St. Therese over our 
first nine years. We will miss you, but look forward to your continued 
presence in Bruno. Fr. Cosmas Epifano, OSB, will be our new Pastor.

Paula and Marilyn... Farewell!
Paula Kramer and Marilyn Theil are both retiring this summer, 
having cooked at St. Therese since we opened in 2007 (and for 
many years prior to that when the facility was operated by the 
Ursuline Sisters). We wish you both many blessings! The kitchen 
won’t be the same without your cheerful smiles and laughter. 
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C oming into this year, I did not know what to expect. I 
had a foretaste of what St. Therese was like, but little  

did I know of the rich feast that was ahead. I practically 
went from being a lukewarm Catholic and borderline non-
believer, to being an intentional disciple, full of passion and 
zeal for God. It is amazing what can happen in nine months 
and the life that springs forth from it is overwhelming. I 
am not the only one who experienced radical renewal in 
their life from being here. Thirty-six other individuals all 
from various backgrounds answered God’s call nine months 
ago and came here. From orientation onwards we began a 
journey together, both the young and the old.

Throughout this year, we have referred to this journey as 
‘climbing the mountain’. I have never climbed a mountain 
before, but I’m guessing it’s not something you just do on 
a Sunday afternoon. It takes time, commitment, and there 
will inevitably be suffering. However, amidst the struggle, 
there is joy, like when you reach a clearing and are able to 
see a fraction of what it will look like on top. Furthermore, 
no one climbs a mountain alone, you need a team. That 
team is the community here; without them this trek would 
have been impossible. In retrospect, I would not change 
anything from this past year, because all those early morn-
ings, cups of coffee, cries of anguish, and every little sacrifice 
has made the reward all the sweeter; it has given the goal a 
deeper meaning. My classmate Theresa Anderson explained 
this point in our journey perfectly, calling it a “summit of 

love.” The reality is, we did not climb this mountain just 
to say we accomplished something. We scaled this moun-
tain together because we desired to become closer with one 
another, to be pierced by beauty, and to grow in holiness. In 
other words, the nine months was made for man, not man 
for the nine months.

Now, I could tell you all about the academics we did, the 
elegant papers we have written, or explain some deep theo-
logical concept that we learned, but I think St. Thérèse 
would not approve of that. In fact, Thérèse used to say that 
theology textbooks gave her headaches! (Many of us here 
can testify to this experience). What mattered to her was 
not what she knew, rather, she cared about how she lived 
out her life. As I reflected on the year gone past I realized 
that even the most mind-blowing theological or philosophi-
cal principle, even in its immensity, is small potatoes com-
pared to the experience and spiritual growth we have had 
here. Do not take this the wrong way, I love academics and 
they have contributed to our formation greatly. However, 
the true gem of this place is our relationship with each other 
and overall with Jesus Christ. As the wise Kelsy Gamache 
(class of 2016) once told me, “We grow in our relationship 
with Christ through our relationships with each other.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church echoes Kelsy in para-
graph 166. It states, “Each believer is thus a link in the great 
chain of believers. I cannot believe without being carried 

2016 ValeDictory aDDreSS — by JorDan Florizone
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the year. So, my brothers and sisters, I encourage you, do not 
let this be the end of your journey. Let this way of life become 
your way of life. I’m going to be really honest; we students 
are in prayer for almost three hours a day here. I’m not going 
to be able to keep up that pace if I’m working full-time in 
the summer. I must take the principles of St. Thérèse’s Little 
Way and apply them to my current circumstances, making 
it my way of life. 

I have made many memories in this building and I am going 
to miss it dearly in the future. I am going to miss Peter talking 
to me about his future family, singing the Les Misérables 
soundtrack with Mary, Tim’s ability to make an analogy 
for just about any situation, the deep man-chats I had with 
Matthew, beatboxing with Kellyn and Megan, Andrew’s 
dad jokes, doing parkour with Cecilia, wrestling with Zach, 
hearing Malcolm’s guitar echoing in the stairwell, and 
having philosophical discussions with Alex and Jenny. I will 
also miss the smiles of Theresa, Shayna, and Alannah which 
can brighten up any day, road trips to the Seminary with 
Alain and Jason, discussing liturgical heresies with Joseph, 
playing Crib with Ben and Serena, sharing public-school 
stories with Catherine Renneberg, and beating Katherine 
Ulrich in foosball. Finally, I’m going to miss Shaun’s unex-
pected jokes, Ryan’s humor, Maria and Angela’s kindness 
and joy, chore group adventures with Kaitlyn and Aaryn, 
campfires at Jenna’s, walks with Danielle and Kelsy, hearing 
Malachi’s fiddle, making jokes with Renée and Alicia, 
eating Oreos with Vanessa, and being cubby neighbours 

with Miro. These experiences and 
relationships are what I treasure 
deeply. Through them I have wit-
nessed the love that we have for 
each other and I will always carry 
you guys in my heart.

The truth is, each and every one 
of my brothers and sisters here has 
had a profound impact on my life. 

In fact, many of us here have felt that this year’s community 
was a family, this building a home. In this family there is a 
sense of belonging, an environment where I know that I 
am loved and I can cast my masks aside in order to find my 
true identity as a child of God. Some people search their 
whole lives for the precious gift we have here. There are so 
many hungry and hurting hearts in the world who are des-
perately searching for love. It is because you guys said yes to 
this program, yes to scrubbing toilets, yes to this community, 
yes to love, that one of those broken hearts has been healed 
and given hope; my heart. Now, as we approach the end of 
the year I find myself not wanting to say farewell, but it is 

by the faith of others, and by my faith I help support others 
in the faith.” And so we see this beautiful cycle of humbly 
giving and receiving, always intending the best for each 
other, thus creating a family dynamic where we can truly 
call each other brothers and sisters. The charity that sprouts 
forth from this gives us the strength to bear with the faults 
of others. St. Thérèse explains it as “never being surprised at 
their weakness, but edified at the least sign of virtue.” This 
cycle is part of the whole of Christianity, but it takes on an 
even deeper significance at this school. 

Here we follow what St. Therese called the Little Way, 
which consists of doing the small, daily, seemingly menial 
tasks with great love for God. She goes as far to consider 
the smallest work of absolute love as valued much greater 
than the sum of every other work combined. Some examples 
of the Little Way in action here would be washing a few 
extra coffee mugs left by the sink, unloading the food truck, 
replacing the toilet paper when it’s out, doing chores dili-
gently, and accepting small inconveniences—like the sewer 
backing up—all with love. Through this practice our life 
becomes a living prayer, every breath we breathe a surrender 
to God. Thérèse loved this notion of prayer, she explained 
it as a simple “raising of the heart, a simple glance towards 
Heaven, an expression of love and gratitude in the midst 
of trial as well as in times of joy”. The Little Way becomes 
even more amazing when you realize that a French Carmel-
ite nun’s small sacrifice of washing plates ended up inspiring 
a unique formation program for young adults in the middle 
of nowhere, Bruno, Saskatchewan. 

It is important to note that the Little Way is not limited 
to cloistered nuns. This daily practice of the spirituality of 
St. Thérèse is a way of life, not a 
penance. Although living it may 
feel unpleasant at times, Irma 
Zaleski in her book ‘Living the 
Jesus Prayer’ explains that we will 
begin to “realize that it brings us 
life, that it is our life, the life to 
which we have been called.” Even 
Jesus lived the Little Way intensely 
for thirty years in Nazareth as a 
carpenter, living with Mary and Joseph. If we are called to 
imitate Christ, then this includes those hidden years. Jesus 
would have sanded every piece of wood, struck every nail, 
and cut every log with great care and love, all for the glory 
of the Father. Catherine Doherty, the founder of Madonna 
House, calls this a spirituality of ‘living Nazareth’. How 
often we get caught up in missionary zeal that we forget this 
aspect of our faith! Thérèse beckons us back to that simplic-
ity of life we tend to overlook.

The reality is that this spirituality is something each and 
every one of us is called to, it does not end with the close of 
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Watch Jordan’s Valedictory Address:  
 www.St-T.ca/comm2016-va

I must take the principles of 
St. Thérèse’s Little Way and 
apply them to my current 
circumstances, making it 
my way of life. “ ”
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necessary. The love I have encountered here is so rich that 
it actually hurts to move on. It is like my heart has been 
pierced by an arrow and it 
is slowly being drawn out; 
it is the ache of true love.

I ask you to now continue 
on living out this way of 
life. Even though we may 
be apart that does not 
mean that our family ends. 
The truth is, we are part of 
a larger family, the Chris-
tian family, which spreads 
throughout the world. 
So, let’s get out there and 
extend our family, “make 
disciples of all nations” 
(Mt. 28:19) as Jesus calls 
us. There is a reason why 
we are called St. Therese 
School of Faith and 
Mission, not just ‘School 
of Faith’. This is because 
the way of life we follow is 
meant to prepare us for the 
mission field ahead. ‘The 
Imitation of Christ’ by Thomas à Kempis exhorts us to live 
out what we have learned by saying “You have read all this 
and know it—you will be blessed if you put it into prac-
tice.” (Book 3, LVI, 177). Let us make the most of what we 
learned and go out into the marketplace bringing the Good 
News! For most of us, this will manifest itself through our 
normal daily life while we pay attention to the duty of the 
moment through St. Thérèse’s Little Way. I firmly believe 
that I among some great saints, for Thérèse said herself, “A 
blessed family will give the Church great saints.” 

To conclude, this speech does not justly explain the nature of 
this program. This is only a fifteen-minute sample of a nine-
month long journey. Even if I did have a longer time slot, the 
sheer immensity of our experience can not be fully encapsu-
lated in words. It is like any saint who has seen a glimpse of the 
beatific vision, they are completely overwhelmed and cannot 
convey the fullness of the tremendous glory they had witnessed. 
It can also be related to a rollercoaster. You can either ride it, or 
have someone explain their experience to you. However, only 

in riding the rollercoaster will you fully understand the expla-
nation. So, just know that my words fall short of the reality, 

that this place is even more 
beautiful than how I have 
just explained it.  

Also, I would like to thank 
each and every person 
who has been part of our 
ongoing formation: Jim, 
Lisa, all student life coor-
dinators, priests, teach-
ers, pastoral advisors, staff, 
parents, family, friends, and 
last but not least, my fellow 
students, whom I am hon-
oured to call my brothers 
and sisters. Without these 
people this year would 
not be possible. From 
the bottom of my heart, 
I thank you for the many 
gifts and talents you have 
contributed to St. Therese 
School. Finally, I would 
like to leave you with an 
excerpt from ‘A Testa-
ment to Life’ by Anthony 
de Mello which reflects the 
work God has done in the 
Class of 2016:

“These experiences I have cherished,
These things I have loved in life,

These ideas have brought me liberation,
These convictions I have lived by,

These are the things I have lived for,
These insights I have gained in the school of life
These risks I took, the dangers I have courted,

These sufferings have seasoned me,
These lessons life has taught me,

These influences have shaped my life:  
persons, books, events

These Scripture texts have lit my path,
These are my life achievements,

These persons are enshrined in my heart.”

 Class of 2016 Valedictorian,  
Jordan Florizone, is blessed and 
commissioned by Bishop Bolen 
photo by Reanne Montpetit

 Jordan delivers his Valedictory Address before a sold-out crowd   photo by James Riley
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“O f all people you want me Lord? Why not all the other guys?” 
This is a prayer I’ve prayed many times. As I’ve been down 

many roads, walking many paths, I’ve been allowing the Lord 
to speak in the depths of my heart and lead me to places I 
would have never imagined we would go.

I arrived as a student at St. Therese in the Fall of 2012 full 
of myself, proud, vain, and kind of pompous. Yet despite my 
pride, I was yearning for something deeper, something eternal. 
I thought that search would result in a nice house, a wife, and a 
great big happy Catholic family, but I guess the Lord had other 
plans!  St. Therese brought me through a process of healing 
and transformation; I felt I was becoming human again, feeling 
again, being restored. I came to love and accept myself; I came 
to see that I am loveable, and that if others can love me, maybe I 
can love them in return. These were life shattering revelations. 
The Lord reshaped my life according to his designs, not my own.

I came to see that this joyful community life is what I want to 
live for the rest of my life, and I came back for a second year 
at St. Therese, knowing that what I had found was good but 
there was more! In my second year I began to learn that I am 
not alone, and that God will meet all of my needs, thus I can 
depend fully on him. I began to regularly experience freedom 
and in this new liberty I prayed, “God, I’m no longer afraid of 
loneliness, if you want me to be single for the rest of my life, I 
am willing, if you will it.” With that, one thing led to another, 
and I was discerning the priesthood in a whole new way. God 
seemed to be calling me out onto the water, to the depths of 
his heart. The invitation came to lay it all down and follow 
the Lord. I did, and before I knew it I was on a “come and see” 
retreat with the Companions of the Cross, a community of 
priests based out of Ottawa, Ontario. 

During my visit, God moved in a powerful way and in the 
depths of my heart God asked, “Would you like to be a priest?” 
Filled with joy and enthusiasm at the thought I said, “Yes, with 
all my heart!” From that moment I have been convicted, from 
the experience of the call that I had from the Lord. 

Though I had already committed to returning to work at 
St. Therese for the year of 2014-15 as a Student Life Coordina-
tor, this work only fanned the flame of desire for the priesthood 
as I shared in the pastoral work, service, and community life at 
St. Therese. I was able to give back in thanksgiving for all that I 
had received. Meanwhile, the Lord was confirming my discern-
ment in my heart saying, “This is how I want to spend the rest 
of my life, in service of my brothers and sisters in Christ.” I pray 
that all my days I may have the grace to persevere and follow 
the Lord, down the little path.

by kelly aalberS
CLASS OF 2013 & 2014

From St. Therese to

SEMINARy

 St. Therese Seminarians & Priests
Archdiocese of Vancouver: Joshua van Vliet (2014)
Companions of the Cross (C.C.): Dale Aalbers (STS Class 
of 2014), Kelly Aalbers (2013&14), Joshua Grandmaison 
(2010&11),  Nathan Grant (2013), Daniel Hudec (2010&11)
Diocese of Pembroke: Dcn. Michael Lund (2009)
Diocese of Saskatoon: Jordan Florizone (2016, pending)
Diocese of St. Boniface: Serge Buissé (2014)
Marians (M.I.C.): Fr. Jonathan Inskip (2008)

 St. Therese Novices & Sisters
Sisters of Life:  Monica Matuszewska (2015)

	Companions of the Cross Seminarians (and St. Therese Alumni!) with St.T's Jim Anderson 
(l to r): Joshua Grandmaison, Nathan Grant, Jim Anderson, Kelly Aalbers and Daniel Hudec 

 photo taken by and posted "Public" on Facebook by Fr.  Allan MacDonald, CC

 Jordan delivers his Valedictory Address before a sold-out crowd   photo by James Riley
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Malachi Barter
My year at St. Therese was more amazing 

than I thought it would be. At the beginning 
of the year I had no idea what I was getting 
myself into. I found a deep peace within her 
walls and I came to find who I really was. One 
thing that I struggled with was becoming vul-
nerable to those in the community, but I soon 
found that I could be myself around a commu-
nity who loved me and saw the true blessing of 
who I was – a person full of love, joy, and great 
puns. I also found a new and deeper relation-
ship with the Lord and his constant call to go 
deeper into the love he has for me. St. Therese 
has changed my life in so many ways, words 
cannot express the deep transformation. My 
life feels like a piece of steel that has been 
forged into something new and beautiful in 
the fires of God’s love.

Angela Bergeron
My experience of life at St. Therese has turned out to be the 

greatest surprise of my life. I didn’t know how gently I would 
be taken by the hand by Jesus and Mary and led deeply into 
the heart of God and converted more and more to him. And I 
didn’t realize how that would change my perspective of myself, 
of God, and of others; I didn't realize how much my priorities 
would change, but looking back I can see some of what God 
has done in my heart and I am so grateful to Him for leading 
me here to learn, and grow, and heal for the past two years. 
Along this way I have been totally loved into life by this com-
munity around me. Also, I have encountered here my weakness 
and brokenness in a way that is painful, but that has opened me 
and stretched me and made me more aware of the mercy God 
has been pouring on me and aware of how he loves me through 
other people. One of the most beautiful surprises I’ve experi-
enced in this community has been the surprise of joy, despite 
the difficulty. The freedom I have discovered in that, and the 
freedom we have in expressing it is so beautiful, and I know 
that that freedom and joy come from an audacious and bold 

confidence in God which I am learning from St. Thérèse: 
confidence that He is love, and that He loves me, and 
that He loves us.

Four Testimonies from St. Therese Institute’s

School of Faith & Mission
Class of 2016

Hear more Student Testimonies:  
 www.St-T.ca/comm2016-st



Alicia Fahlman
In deciding to come to St. Therese I had asked 

myself, “Can I really live a whole year of my life 
that is not my own?” This year has been an abso-
lute transformation, a complete transformation 
of my intellect and of my heart. It was full of 
many opportunities for me to be challenged, as 
God gently led me through this journey with all 
of these incredible people I now call my brothers 
and sisters. Being here has also been an immense 
blessing and grace as I’ve grown in a more deep 
and personal relationship with Christ. I now 
know that I don’t have to rely on my own weak 
self, but can put all of my confidence in His 
strength. Now coming to the end of this journey 
here, I realize God didn’t just want nine months 
of my life, He wants my entire life, my entire self. 
As I leave St. Therese and head off back into my 
everyday life, I carry the words of St. Paul in his 
letter to the Galatians close to my heart, “It is 
no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me, 
and the life I live now in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God.”

Alex Pulvermacher
Humility has been a key theme of my time at St. Therese, and God has 

given me plenty of opportunities to grow in this area throughout the 
year. In my pre-St. Therese days I placed a lot of value in my achieve-
ments and natural abilities, which shaped my self-perceived identity.  
I avoided vulnerability and openness with others because to me vul-
nerability meant weakness, and I didn’t want others to view me as 
weak or incompetent. Upon entering St. Therese I tried to open 
myself to what the formation program had to offer, but I experi-
enced difficulty opening myself to my fellow students. Whenever 
someone offered me advice or help I often pushed them away 
because I wanted to look like I knew what I was doing. Not surpris-
ingly I soon encountered difficulties in the community life and in 
my journey along the little way, which made me realize how much 
I was relying on my own abilities, and how little I was relying on 
God. Through these failures God showed me my own weakness and 
my utter dependence on Him. Throughout my struggles, my broth-
ers’ and sisters’ loving encouragement made me realize that strength 
does not mean hiding mistakes but rather being vulnerable, admit-
ting failure, and asking forgiveness. Through their support and 
encouragement, my St. Therese family has brought me closer to 
Christ this year and showed me that my identity lies not in what 
I can do, but in the fact that I am a son of God.How do I plan to 
do this? By striving to be like Mary through waiting on the Lord, 
pondering all things in my heart, praying constantly, trusting fully, 
surrendering totally, and relying on grace the whole way!

back row (l to r): Zach Nielsen (Rocky Mountain House, AB), Ben Bourke (Eaglesham, AB), Jordan Florizone (Vonda, SK), Andrew Schwark (Cando, SK), Peter van 
Leeuwen (Langley, BC), Alex Pulvermacher (Bruno, SK), Tim Elliott* (Conception Bay South, NL), Miro Bezjak (Surrey, BC); 3rd row: Matthew Rachinski* (Edmonton, 
AB), Ryan Fall (Halifax, NS), Katherine Ulrich (Scott, SK), Catherine Renneberg* (Bruno, SK), Jenny Connelly (Prince George, BC), Shayna Engelking (Spruce Grove, 
AB), Maria Fox* (Calgary, AB), Mary McLane (Battleford, SK), Malcolm Anderson (Bruno, SK), Alain Gratton (St. Vincent, AB), Shaun Fowler (Calgary, AB), Kelsy 
Gamache (Stettler, AB); 2nd row: Jason Baillargeon (Saskatoon, SK), Kellyn Anderson (North Battleford, SK), Aaryn Nielsen* (Rocky Mountain House, AB), Kaitlyn Deck* 
(Unity, SK), Danielle Godin (Westlock, AB), Bishop Don Bolen; Renée Grandmaison (Kanata, ON), Alannah Blattmann* (Abbotsford, BC), Megan Schwark (Cando, SK), 
Malachi Barter (Lamont, AB); front row: Joseph Benoit* (Lloydminster, AB), Serena Mercier (Edmonton, AB), Angela Bergeron* (St. Paul, AB), Jenna Hill (Bruno, SK), 
Vanessa Vansevenandt (Clyde, AB), Theresa Anderson (Fraser Lake, BC), Cecilia Lund (Killaloe, ON), Alicia Fahlman (Prince Albert, SK) 
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above: Jim Anderson and Danielle Baillargeon teaching a  
class in the Student Lounge (a little break from our usual 

classroom setting).

top left: The Class of 2016 meets the Apostolic Nuncio of 
Canada, Most Rev. Luigi Bonazzi (on the left) during his visit to 
Saskatoon, and Most Rev. Don Bolen (our Bishop, on the right). 

We were excited to find out that Archbishop Bonazzi already 
knew about St. Therese Institute!

center left: The participants from our Holy Week Icon Writing 
Retreat complete their journey of reflection and creation, and 

display their finished work.

lower left: Angela Bergeron, Joseph Benoit, Maria Fox  
and Danielle Godin decorate (and sample? Danielle!) 

gingerbread cookies.

below: Maria Fox, Danielle Godin and Miro Bezjak compete in 
one of the annual “Snow Day” winter activity day races.

Snapshots
of 2016



Want to see more photos from the year?  
Head over to our Facebook page at  

facebook.com/st.therese.institute 
and click [Photos] (a Facebook account not required!)

above: Theology of the Body conference participant Mikaelah, 
and STS students Jenny Connelly and Andrew Schwark  

listen to Christopher West unpack St. John Paul II's teachings.

top right: Cecilia Lund, Jenna Hill, Malcolm Anderson, Angela 
Bergeron, Malachi Barter and Katherine Ulrich (sitting) lead 

praise and worship during a conference.

center right: Students and their families gather to celebrate 
Mass with Fr. Geoffrey Young in the St. Therese Chapel at  
the beginning of the year. Fr. Geoff served as a member of  
our teaching faculty this year, and will soon be moving to  

Rome to further his studies.

lower right: I want to be on their team! Andrew Schwark, Maria 
Fox, Janaya Trudel, Mary Mclane, Shayna Engleking, Megan 

Schwark, Kellyn Anderson and Zach Nielsen strike a pose while 
playing field games out back.

below: Miro Bezjak and Jenna Hill fight for the ball in an 
afternoon rec time game of floor hockey in the gym.

PAGE 11
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It is a great joy for us to be gathered here today for this 
commissioning of 28 first year students and 9 second year 
students at the St. Therese School of Mission. In today’s 
Gospel we hear Jesus tell his disciples, “as the Father has 
sent me, so am I sending you.” Your commissioning today is 
a being sent forth with Jesus’s own mission. And He doesn’t 
send His disciples, then or now, out without adequate prepa-
ration. Rather, He sends them out with the Holy Spirit.

In the early Church, this Holy Spirit filled the disciples with 
joy and a strong sense of purpose in mission. In the Acts of 
the Apostles, we hear how the presence of the Spirit was 
tangible, palpable, in their lives, as they were guided by the 
Spirit, given words to speak, courage to endure hardship, 
and the grace to share themselves fully in strengthening and 
building up the community in the name of Christ. We often 
sense a gap between our experience of the Holy Spirit and 
theirs. 

At Pentecost the Church learned that God wanted to be 
with us always, through the Holy Spirit, a guide, an indwell-
ing presence, a bearer of unity and peace, love and joy. Since 
that Spirit dwells not only in the early Church but is also 
active in us in our day, we should by all rights be filled with 
a deep paschal joy. And we are, and at St. Therese you are 
more filled with joy than most Christians; yet I think there 
is still room for growth in our coming to live in joy.

And so we ask: Where do we sense the Spirit? What gives 
us the courage to believe that the Holy Spirit is operative in 
our lives, and allows us to rejoice this day with full hearts, 
not feeling like half disciples, but like a community fully 
empowered by the Spirit? We find ourselves between Pente-
cost and the Feast of the Holy Trinity. What are the signs of 
the Triune God’s presence in our lives? 

Here are ten ways in which we might look for the presence 
of the Spirit. There are many, many other ways that the 
Holy Trinity is present in our lives and communities, and 
you might do well to come up with your own lists too, but 
here are some places where I invite you to look for the pres-
ence of God in your daily lives as you leave St. Therese and 
go forth to share in the Lord’s mission. 

 Bishop Donald Bolen distributes the Body of Christ during the  
      2016 Commissioning Mass;  photo by  James Riley

Homily, 2016 Commissioning mass — by most Rev. DonalD bolen

Holy Spirit
in Action



1. Prayer. We have many different ways in which we, as 
Catholics, turn to God in prayer. But some part of our prayer 
should be (and is) the experience of being in a lifelong con-
versation with God. Blessed Oscar Romero put it this way: 
“Inside the heart of every person there is something like a 
small intimate cell to which God comes down for a private 
conversation.” I trust you have had the sense and intuition 
that in speaking with God, you are not involved in a mono-
logue, you are not talking to yourself, but rather, God is 
present, listening, speaking to you too, often in silence, and 
that you are part of a conversation. That sense that your life 
is an ongoing conversation with God, that’s a strong sign of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

This morning I came across a helpful word from Isaac the 
Syrian (7th century) on prayer: “Do you want to find life? 
Do you want to discover what life gives? Walk on the path 
of simplicity.... When you come before God in prayer, be 
very small in your thinking, like an ant,... like a stuttering 
child. Do not say anything before him that you claim to 
know, but approach God with the heart of a child.... In its 
innocence the body of the person who is like a little child 
is such that the hidden providence, which watches over its 
fragile members, covers it with an invisible garment so that 
nothing can harm it.” Trust that your life is a conversation 
with God and that God covers 
you with His protection. Don’t be 
afraid to be vulnerable or totally 
honest in your prayer. 

2. Every new birth, every new 
beginning, is a sign of God’s 
renewed commitment to being in 
relationship with us. The psalm 
(104) beautifully proclaims about 
all created things: “If you take 
away their breath, O Lord, they die and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your Spirit, they live, you renew the 
face of the earth.” The Holy Spirit was at work in calling 
you to a new beginning at St. Therese, and now that you are 
leaving, trust once again that the Spirit will be with you as 
move to something new, whatever that might be. 

How often do we go to bed at the end of a long day 
exhausted, spent, deeply weary. But by the grace of God, a 
new day dawns, and we are renewed, and ready to face what 
life brings. The Holy Spirit renews the earth, and renews us, 
each day; a true daily sign that we’re a part of God’s good 
creation, and that something is afoot in the universe. 

3. Forgiveness. In our second reading today, we hear St. Paul 
invite us to forgive as we ourselves have been forgiven. 
Those times when we mess up badly, and think we’ve ended 
a relationship or deeply wounded someone, but find our-
selves instead being looked upon with compassion, forgiven, 

embraced—that is an experience of the Holy Spirit. And in 
those parts of our lives where we are stuck, or broken, and 
caught in a recurring pattern of stubborn repeated sinfulness, 
yet in the sacrament of reconciliation or in real relation-
ships, find ourselves forgiven again and again—not told that 
it doesn’t matter, still summoned to maturity and responsi-
bility, but truly forgiven all the same—that is truly the work 
of the Spirit of Jesus. In His life, passion and death, and in 
the resurrection, we learn definitively that God doesn’t shut 
the door on us human beings, God doesn’t say, “ok, that’s it, 
you’ve crossed the line, I’m through with you.” Rather, the 
Spirit brings healing, the offer of reconciliation, unity, and 
forgiveness, with the relentlessness of One who never wants 
to let us go. What hope there is in that, and what life! 

4. The spontaneous experience of love and joy which rises 
from the heart. Sometimes it’s the experience of walking on 
a prairie road, or being with another, or before the blessed 
sacrament, or in those quiet moments after communion, or 
who knows where, and you suddenly feel a love rising from 
within you—a love for others, for the world as it is, and 
for the author who made all things; and filled with joy, you 
want to say, “I love you so much....” Often it is the expe-
rience of beauty, of creation, or the experience of being 
invited into God’s own creative work, that evokes that 

sense that love really is at the heart of 
things, is the driving force beneath all 
existence. That’s an experience of the 
Holy Spirit. 

5. The experience of mercy. Closely 
related to forgiveness, but not iden-
tical, is the experience of receiving 
mercy, and also of finding it in our-
selves at times to show mercy. Mercy 
is that love which reaches out to 

us when we are broken or in great need, miserable or in 
misery, and which bends towards us with a caress. It is pre-
cisely the kind of love that human beings need from God, 
and that God loves to bestow upon us. Pope Francis, whose 
ministry itself is a celebration and extension of mercy, has 
said that the name of God is mercy. In this year of mercy, 
we have focused on how mercy takes us to the very heart of 
God, of our faith, and of Christian life. Pope Francis’s way 
of leading has had the effect of humanizing the Church, 
making us more honest, admitting our failings, and more 
trusting in God’s mercy. In this, Pope Francis points us to 
Jesus himself; his leadership is a strong sign of the working 
of the Holy Spirit. 

It is equally a sign of the Holy Spirit when we experience 
mercy from others. I trust that at St. Therese you have had 
the experience both of receiving mercy from others, and 
being witness to mercy shown to those around you in need. 
Mercy is a sure sign of the active presence of God. 

Trust that your life is a 
conversation with God 
and that God covers 
you with his protection. 
Don’t be afraid to be 
vulnerable or totally 
honest in your prayer. 

“
”
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6. We are sons and daughters of God. In Romans 8, St. Paul 
notes that, “all who are led by the Spirit of God are children 
of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When 
we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ….” The 
felt experience that we are beloved of God, that we have 
an identity which is deeper than all the ways we define our-
selves or others define us, that we really are sons and daugh-
ters of God at the deepest and truest level of our being: that 
is a pristine experience of the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

7. A time for every purpose under heaven. I trust you have 
had the experience of something which really isn’t on your 
radar suddenly coming up in conversations, in prayer, in 
external ways. You might chalk all that up to coincidence, 
but sometimes it is the Holy Spirit at work, saying now is the 
time for a particular step to be taken, a particular challenge to 
be addressed, a door to be opened. People sometimes experi-
ence that in their vocational discernment. I would invite you 
to listen closely to others, and to the subtle voice of the Holy 
Spirit, as God seeks to take you by the hand and lead you. 

This also happens regarding more ordinary matters, and 
within the life of communities. I believe, for example, that 
the Holy Spirit is summoning the churches and people in 
Canada in the current day to address the wounds of our rela-
tionship with Indigenous Peoples. It is time for us to tell the 
story of our country, our province, in a radically different 
way: respectful of the richness and length of their history 
before settlers arrived; attentive to the suffering and alien-
ation which resulted from the Indian Act, the residential 
school system, and other governmental decisions; and to see 
more clearly the relationship between that experience of 
injustice and the challenges faced by Indigenous people in 
our society. It is right and good to see the hand of the Spirit 
in these nudges towards reconciliation and healing. 

8. Being given what we need. Mick Jagger famously sang, “You 
can’t always get what you want, but if you try some time you 
just might find you get what you need.” The Lord says, ask, 
seek and knock; and we will get what we need. Over and over 
again in life, I have found I’ve received what I needed. But, as 
Annie Dillard notes, there’s a catch: “not as the world gives do 
I give unto you” (Jn 14:27). The Lord does indeed give us what 
we need, in order to be His disciples, in order to live in such a 
way that we’re drawn into the paschal mystery, in such a way 
that we can have a share in His mission. Sometimes—indeed, 
often—we only see or understand it in retrospect. But if we live 
in trust that we have indeed been given what we need, and will 
be given what we need—and we actually live that way—then 
we enter into a strange kind of logic which only makes sense 
if there is something larger going on than ourselves, and that 
the most freeing and most exciting thing we could possibly do 

would be to give ourselves over fully to what God has equipped 
us to do: to share in His mission. God is making all things new, 
and asks us to be a part of that, and gives us what we need to 
play the part that is especially ours to play. 

9. Transformation in human life. Human life is structured in 
such a way that people are actually transformed. There is a 
growth that happens in human life. It doesn’t always happen, 
and we can turn away from the opportunities to grow. But it 
happens a lot. Parents are best situated to see growth, change, 
development in the lives of their children. And not only 
when their children are very young. I think there are some 
very proud parents here today who can see that the past year 
has been deeply transformative for their son or daughter. We 
also see this kind of transformation in young people when 
they fall in love, and suddenly a world centred on themselves 
is turned upside down. We see it when young couples have 
children, and suddenly their lives centre around these little 
ones, and they make untold sacrifices, and are transformed 
by love. We also see it when young people fall in love with 
God, and are transformed in the process. All of these kinds of 
transformation are gifts of the Holy Spirit, the creative work 
of God in the rough and tumble of daily human living. 

10. The transformation of communities. As individual 
people grow and are changed, so too with communities. I 
think we have seen that kind of change at St. Therese in 
the past number of years. It was founded with great courage 
and an inspiring vision. But when I look back to where 
St. Therese was at six years ago, when I arrived in the 
Diocese, I can see a huge growth in it, witnessed to by the 
28 first year students being commissioned, the existence of 
a second year program, and the fact that many people have 
already registered for next year. God is much at work here, 
and we have reason to rejoice. 

This is not an exhaustive list, and if I was to prepare a list 
tomorrow, it would be different. These are simply a few of 
the ways that the Holy Spirit’s presence is being felt in our 
day. Above all the Holy Spirit is in evidence in the supreme 
miracle of our being alive, of the human condition as we 
daily live it. Our lives are an openness to mystery, and if we 
plumb that mystery to its depths, it leads us straight to the 
heart of the Triune God. I encourage each of you, as you go 
forth from this celebration, to open your hearts ever more to 
the transformative, unifying Spirit in your daily lives, and to 
open your eyes to see that Spirit active and at work in our 
world and in our church. 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of your love. Send forth Your Spirit and they shall 
be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. And us too.

Watch Bishop Don’s full Homily 
 www.St-T.ca/comm2016-h
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650 Ursuline Ave., Bruno, Saskatchewan, S0K 0S0

St. Therese Institute’s School of Faith and Mission is a 
place for young adults (18-35) to become authentic 
disciples and witnesses of Jesus Christ by: 

•	learning about God and His Church through 
university-level courses and seminars

•	living the faith in Christian community, following 
the little way and spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

•	integrating life, work and prayer through study, Mass, 
adoration, rosary, praise and worship, exercise and 
sports, fellowship, and community life

<-MORE INFO / APPLY:
     PHONE: (306)369-2555,     ONLINE: St-T.ca/sts
     or MAIL: 650 Ursuline Ave., Bruno, SK, Canada, S0K 0S0

Faith Formation Program

<-

Accepting Applications for September 2016 & 2017! 

Faith Formation Program
Nine-Months @ the School of Faith and Mission .:.:. St. Therese Institute

A Thirst for Truth  
Kathleen was a student in our very first class (2007–08). This 
year, we were blessed to have Kathleen return with a Master of 
Arts in Theology to teach Scripture and impart the veteraned 
wisdom of an inaugural alumnae upon our First-Year students.

M y first year teaching at St. Therese has been a truly 
enriching and satisfying experience. In this year I 

have seen first-hand that students thrive in an environ-
ment where they are plugged into a supportive community.  
They live a shared life that encourages engagement and 
investment in every aspect of their lives, including their 
academic work, and this certainly shows.  While many 
first-time professors are concerned with simply trying to 
keep their students' attention, my joyful focus instead got 
to be the students' meaningful interaction with the mate-
rial and the coaxing out of each person's unique perspec-
tive and wisdom. 

Throughout the year I was therefore witness to high-quality 
work and insightful sharing in a way that is rare elsewhere.  
The students consistently approached their studies with a 
view to excellence, authenticity, and humility, and thus 

were able to receive much. Their 
assignments and growth through-
out the year revealed this reception 
with convincing clarity. 

As a young teacher, I was received 
with open arms and hearts, and was 
edified by the intellectual and spiri-
tual maturity displayed in and out 
of the class.  Their sensitivity and 
willingness to learn and grow was 
marked, as well as their respect and 
love for one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

Students functioning from a place of integrity and a sincere 
thirst for truth make for the best of students, and this is cer-
tainly the delightful norm at St. Therese—a great gift to 
any first-time teacher.  It has been a privilege to work with 
the class of 2015-2016, and I whole-heartedly endorse the 
holistic and fruitful mode of education that is developing in 
this humble institution.

 by kathleen wolFe (StS 2008), Ma.theo

 photo from Facebook



&
S t. Therese has recently developed avenues for our students 

to continue their formal academic education within Chris-
tian Institutions of higher learning. Since St. Therese's School 
of Faith and Mission opened in 2007 we have always strived for 
academic excellence. Although our intention is not to be a 
degree granting program in the same way that most university 
programs are, we have always seen our academic commitment 
as one that is a way of living out the Little Way of St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux. St. Thérèse viewed her way of holiness as one that 
offers up every single action, even very little ones, with great 
love for God. She saw sanctity as something not all that distant 
or far off because no matter what our state in life is, God has led 
us here and it is precisely in that often ordinary state of life that 
God has called us to become saints.

This is a teaching that our students have always allowed to 
transform the way they see their studies. God has led them to 

St. Therese and called them to be students for the year, therefor 
God has called them to become saints not despite the some-
what ordinary circumstances of their studies, but precisely 
through living out their vocation of student well by doing their 
studies excellently and with great love for God. In fact, the 
school bells—if we had them—begin to resemble church bells 
in that they become a summons to prayer, a place of adoration 
of the Lord, and an opportunity to serve him in obedience with 
great love and joy!

Because of the tremendous academic achievement of our stu-
dents, we have had the opportunity to develop transfer credit 
agreements with certain universities across North America. This 
is very exciting for us, as our students now have the opportunity 
to apply credit from their time at St. Therese to their formal 
university education, and have places to continually challenge 
themselves in environments of faith and dialogue.

St.TranSFer creDitSSt.T

St. Stephen’s University
St. Stephen’s University (SSU) is located in St. Stephen, New Brunswick. 
SSU integrates holistic education with personal growth, and strives to 
challenge students to stretch themselves, explore the world, and combine 
academic development and personal growth in their varied liberal arts 
programs. A hallmark of the program at St. Stephen’s is that all students 
have the opportunity for not only one, but two international semesters 
abroad in Europe and Asia, respectively.  www.SSU.ca

Holy Apostles College & Seminary
Holy Apostles College & Seminary is a Catholic college located in historic 
Cromwell, Connecticut. HACS offers undergraduate, graduate, as well as 
seminary studies, and specialize in providing top notch on campus educa-
tion, as well as excellent distance education which is ideal for Canadians 
who choose to study from home. They offer degrees in Philosophy, Theology, 
English/Humanities, and History/Social Sciences.  www.HolyApostles.edu

Catholic Pacific College / Trinity Western University
Catholic Pacific College (formerly Redeemer Pacific College) offers a 
liberal arts education in Langley, British Colombia. They have been part-
nered with Trinity Western University where they provide courses from 
a Catholic perspective which can be applied to their degree programs.  
CPC and Trinity Western were the first schools to grant transfer credits to 
students graduating from St. Therese.  www.CatholicPacific.ca

St. Philip Neri Seminary in Toronto also transfers one year worth of credits to their undergraduate program.
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ness, I tend to obsess over my sins of omission (even imagi-
nary ones). Though it was a conscious decision—especially in 
the early weeks—to give Katherine time and space to grow, 
I still think to myself: I should have written more often; I 
should have mailed her boxes of homemade cookies; we 
should have visited more often—attended more talks/retreats 
at St. Therese. And so forth. 

It’s hard enough to know that we parents are powerless to 
prevent suffering in the lives of our children; it can be nearly 
unbearable to think we may have caused it. This thought 
struck me as I listened to the testimonies of the class of 2016 
at the Commissioning banquet. In addition to the uplift-
ing accounts of growth and transformation, many students 
spoke of their time at St. Therese in terms of healing from 
past wounds and brokenness. That “past” often involves us 
parents. By grace, we must grasp that this is not an occasion 
to reproach ourselves for not being perfect, but rather an 
opportunity to trust in God’s power to heal and renew us.

Our children cannot avoid the ‘growing pains’ of matur-
ing, leaving home, and discovering who they are in Christ. 
Rather it is imperative that they undergo this private cruci-
fixion in order to experience the resurrection of a personal 
relationship with Jesus and his Church. Otherwise (to quote 
Jim Anderson), they wear their faith like a jacket—and it’s 
actually the parents’ jacket, not the child’s. 

You realize at such times that—love them unto death though 
you will—these children are no longer yours. They never were, 
but you tend not to comprehend that when you’re chang-
ing the 20th diaper of the day, or walking the floor at 4:00 
a.m. with a colicky baby. Our children belong to Christ; our 
time of formation with them is over. There are scarcely words 
(though ‘poignancy’ and ‘joy’ come to mind) to describe what 
it means to watch them be transplanted from the greenhouse 
of family life in order to blossom as brilliant flowers in a larger, 
wider version of God’s garden.

W hen our daughter Katherine shared her desire to attend 
St. Therese School of Faith and Mission, my husband 

Dan and I were doubly pleased. We believed that a year of 
faith formation would yield many graces, and we were glad 
that she had made a firm life-decision. Like many students 
finishing high school, Katherine had some anxiety about 
future steps, and often felt daunted by the expectation to 
‘grow up’ and leave home. 

We duly delivered Katherine to St. Therese in late August. 
After Mass, supper and introductions with St. Therese staff, 
students, and other family members, it was time to say goodbye.  
From a mom’s perspective, it doesn’t matter how many chicks 
have left the nest: it tugs the heartstrings to see another one go.

All new beginnings take adjustment; supported by her commu-
nity (and much love and prayer from home), Katherine soon 
began to thrive. “Amazing!” was probably her most frequently 
used adjective whenever we asked her how things were going. 
To me, she was visibly changed by October when we visited on 
her birthday: a new inner peace and joy were perceptible (it 
sounds cliché to say she was glowing, but she was). Daily life at 
St. Therese was full, and so was ours at home. The phone calls 
never seemed long enough, and somehow we couldn’t find the 
time to write long letters. We caught up during the holidays, 
especially Christmas and Easter. 

The months flew by—so quickly that I almost felt cheated: 
before I’d had time to really learn what St. Therese was all 
about, Commissioning weekend was upon us! That celebra-
tion was filled with blessings (too many to count)—which 
made it difficult to write this ‘parent testimony’ (verbosity 
being my principle foe). How was I to fit my all thoughts 
into this finite space? The answer: you can’t; share what you 
need to, and let God worry about the rest. 

“Letting Go and Letting God” is at the heart of a parent’s 
vocation, but it’s not easy. When I look back on the previous 
year, there is much over which to rejoice—but in my weak-

 by katherine'S MoM (aka Mariette ulrich)

 Katherine (STS 2016) and Mariette Ulrich; photo provided

&Letting
Letting Go

Grow
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quantity 

quantity 

 LEGACY SUPPORTER    sponsor a 1'×1' section of roof
 × $12.50 / 1 sqft 
 BRONZE LEVEL    sponsor a 3'×3' section of roof 
 × $110.00 / 9 sqft 
 SILVER LEVEL    sponsor a 6'×7' section of roof 
 × $500.00 / 42 sqft 
 GOLD LEVEL    sponsor a 9'×9-½' section of roof 
 × $1,000.00 / 86 sqft 

 PLATINUM LEVEL    sponsor a 14'×15' section of roof 
 × $2,450.00 / 210 sqft 
 DIAMOND LEVEL    sponsor a 20'×21'+ section of roof 
 × $5,000+ / 420+ sqft 

PHASE IPHASE IIPHASES III & IV

GYMNASIUM ROOF
6,700 sqft repair & refurbishment: $82,000

GUEST WING & CHAPEL ROOFS St.T OFFICES & DORMS ROOF

St. Therese 

ROOF REPAIR
CAMPAIGN

JULY 
2016

We urgently need to begin Phase I: the Gym roof has started 
leaking in heavy rains and during the spring melt.

Please help us meet and exceed the $82,000 goal 
so that we can work towards completing all four Phases!

Together, Let’s Ensure the Legacy Continues!

Supporters at the
Bronze Level

and higher 
will be honoured 
on a permanent 

wall display. 
Please indicate on 

the reverse side 
how you'd like your 

name to appear.

				




306.369.2555

Box 310, Bruno, SK, S0K 0S0

www.St-T.ca/donate 

$
Total Value Sponsored, or Other Amount: Income Tax Deductible 

Donations accepted via: 
Cheque / Draft

Nearly 100-Years of History
This beautiful, grand facility has a great history of 
Faith Formation and Education. 
• St. Ursula Convent & Academy: 

The Ursulines of Bruno erected their convent in 1919 
and, three years later, opened a girls' school within the 
same building. With several additions being added to 
the original building, the school operated for 60 years.

• St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission: 
The facility was purchased from the Ursulines in 2007 
and became a post-secondary centre for education 
and formation in the Catholic Faith for young adults 
from across Canada. 

Please help us continue to maintain and preserve this 
facility and ensure the legacy which began back in 
1919 continues!

Carrying on the Legacy
St. Therese Institute continues the strong tradition 
of faith-based education started in Bruno by 
the Ursuline Sisters. Our nine-month program 
focuses on the integrated formation 
of the whole person for the New 
Evangelization through Christ-
centred community living, prayer 
and study in Catholic university-
level classes in Church and Biblical 
history, theology, philosophy, 
morality and more. 

Our alumni are transforming the world, each in 
their own 'little way,' no matter what their job, 
vocation or state in life. They have gone on to 
be strong witnesses on university campuses and 
in the work place, through serving with various 
ministries, in convents and seminaries, as priests, 
and through holy marriages and families.

Preserve the History. Ensure the Legacy.Celebrate the Heritage. 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE! As a we are a registered charity, 
Income Tax Receipts will be issued for donations $25+.

Vi
sit

 w
ww

.S
t-

T
.ca

/e
ve

nt
s 

re
gu

lar
ly 

fo
r 

ne
w 

ev
en

ts
!



 Upcoming Events
@ St. ThereseMore Info & Registration

     (306)369-2555  /  www.St-T.ca/Events

LEN EN
ST. THERESE ANNUAL

CONFERENCE
– February 2017 –

Advent

St
. T

h
er

es
e

Conference
Preparing our Hearts to Receive the Christ Child

– December 2016 –

Sign up for our
     email list 

to be notified
when these and 
other events are  

open for registration,
or call us at 

 (306)369-2555 x100

www.St-T.ca/
email-list

– April 30–May 4, 2017 –

Living St. John Paul II’s THEOLOGY OF THE BODY
with the Help of St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

The Gospel 
of the Bodyof 
and the little way

Theology of the Body Conference

St. Therese Institute together with Christopher West and The Cor Project present:

One-Week Courses — Spring 2017

· Being Apostles of Hope: An Ecumenical Apologetics

· Called for a Purpose: A Theology of the Laity

· Heralds of the New Evangelization I – A Theology of Evangelization

· Heralds of the New Evangelization II – Becoming a Prophetic Voice

· Holy Family: The Apostolate of the Christian Family

· Ignatian Discernment I: Introduction

· Ignatian Discernment II: Practical Applications

· TeenSTAR: Sexuality Teaching in the context of Adult 
                             Responsibility ~ Teacher Certification Course

· The Gospel of the Body & the Little Way:  
                             Theology of the Body (with the help of St. Thérèse)

· The Heart of Worship: Liturgy and the Sacraments

· To Know Christ Jesus: Principles of Christian Education

www.St-T.ca/sotf

MARCH–MAY 2017 ~ EXACT DATES / PRESENTERS TBA

Courses to be Offered:

Reserve your spot today by 
PRE-REGISTERING on the “WAITING LIST” *

Full REgISTRATIoN will open once dates/speakers/costs are finalized.

* No obligation, and no deposit required for “waiting list” pre-registrations;   

Once final details are set and “full registration” is open: in order to switch 

your registration to 
confirmed status, 
a non-refundable  
$50 deposit will be 
required. 

Visit www.St-T.ca/events regularly for new events!
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Class of 2016
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back row (l to r): Jordan Florizone, Ben Bourke, Jason Baillargeon, Ryan Fall, Malcolm 
Anderson, Kelsy Gamache, Matthew Rachinski, Zach Nielsen, Alex Pulvermacher, Malachi 
Barter, Joseph Benoit;

3rd row: Peter van Leeuwen, Miro Bezjak, Alain Gratton, Cecilia Lund, Aaryn Nielsen, Alicia 
Fahlman, Theresa Anderson, Alannah Blattmann, Kaitlyn Deck, Angela Bergeron, Kellyn 
Anderson, Tim Elliott, Shaun Fowler, Andrew Schwark;

2nd row: Catherine Renneberg, Jenna Hill, Katherine Ulrich, Maria Fox, Mary McLane, 
Megan Schwark, Jenny Connelly, Shayna Engelking, Serena Mercier, 

front row: Renée Grandmaison, Danielle Godin, Vanessa Vansevenandt


