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Well, we’ve made it through five years, and it’s been quite 
the road.

When we first started St. Therese, we thought that God 
would use us to bring his healing to others, but along the 
way, we’ve found that his healing is multifaceted. Every 
day at St. Therese, he brings healing and formation to 
all of us as a staff, helping us to grow, it is to be hoped, 
more into his image and likeness. He challenges us daily, 
and it is through these challenges, and our meeting 
them with his grace, that healing and transformation is 
brought about in us. Then, we simply try to pass this 
lesson from experience on to the students and other 
program participants.

The challenges that we have faced over the past five years 
have come in many ways and many types; especially the 
financial challenges have seemed insurmountable. We’ve 
tried, with God’s grace, to always turn to him in each of 
these times of challenge, to ask him to guide us through. 
The boiler explosion, for example, seemed an impossible 
problem; but everyone at St. Therese turned to God in 
prayer and said, “God, please take over and show us what 
to do to follow your lead.” Now we’ve come up with two 
newly rebuilt boilers and they are paid for through the 
generous support of God’s people.

The staff that God has sent us to work at St. Therese 
have been a great blessing. It is so rewarding to see their 
complete dedication to God and to St. Therese. Our 
heartfelt thanks go out to all in appreciation for the 
extra effort that they give.

The nine-month formation program has also grown 
and evolved in a beautiful way, as we see God guiding 

it to newer things and into a deeper way of formation, 
especially through the third trimester Springtime of the 
Faith weeks. It is such a blessing to all—the students, 
the staff, and other participants—to have people 
such as Fr. Terry Donahue, CC, and Donna Kristian 
teaching on discernment, and Fr. Scott McCaig, CC, on 
Evangelization. A great blessing was having Christopher 
West teaching on Theology of the Body. It is wonderful 
to have him here for a week each year to help all of us on 
our growth towards holiness.

Our orchard has also developed over the years. Even 
though we have lost approximately 9000 cherry trees 
due to flooding, we have nearly 4000 left, and we have 
been blessed by two volunteers who have joined us 
from Vancouver Island, Frank and Cathy McGeragle. 
Frank and Cathy, as well as operating as maintenance 
personnel at St. Therese, are doing a great job on 
helping in the orchard, and developing it into a “u-pick” 
operation, with all proceeds going toward the operation 
of St. Therese. We look forward to our celebration on 
August 19, 2012, our Cherry Sunday, which will have 
lots of food and entertainment (and of course cherries!) 
for all involved. We look forward to seeing you here. We 
have been greatly blessed by the generosity of Florence 
Pulvermacher, a Bruno resident and great supporter 
of St. Therese, who donated the funds necessary to 
purchase a new tractor with implements to maintain our 
orchard. Thanks, Florence, for your generosity. Thanks 
also to Serge and Gail Gareau for their donation of a 
tractor for our vegetable garden.

We also wish to thank Victor and Lucille Granger, 
Brian and Michelle Hergott, Pius and Ida Pfieffer, Chris 
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St. Therese
Institute of Faith and Mission St.  Therese Institute of Faith and 

Mission is a community of prayer, faith 
formation and healing, inspired by the 
spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, open 
to people of all faiths and beliefs.

St.  Therese Institute has two distinct 
components:
  • the Healing and Growth Centre; and
  • the School of Faith and Mission.

Our mission is to offer Christian formation 
in an environment of prayer and scripture 
study within a life of Catholic spirituality, 
faithful to the Magisterium of the Church, 

the living tradition of the Church, 
and the heritage of  Mary and all 
the Saints throughout the ages.

We desire that all people 
experience the saving power of 
Jesus Christ, the fullness of life in 
the Holy Spirit, and share the Good 
News of the Father’s provident 
love for our world in need.

“How much need there is today for 
mature Christian leaders, who are 
aware of their baptismal identity, of their 
own vocation and mission in the Church 
and in the world.”  - Pope John Paul II

St. Therese Institute: Who We Are



PAGE 3THE LITTLE WAY - St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission

and sisters in Christ through my involvement here at 
St. Therese, and I know that Donna joins me in this 
thankfulness for the blessing of both of us being here 
and to be part of this wonderful work.

The other day, I had the opportunity to read an 
address by Cardinal Ratzinger (now Benedict XVI) 
on “The New Evangelization: Building a Civilization 
of Love,”—you can read the Holy Father’s message at:  
http://www.ewtn.com/new_evangelization/Ratzinger.
htm—and I was pleased to see the resemblance between 
his recommendations and the little way of St. Thérèse 
in exemplifying that what God really wants of us all is 
a deep personal and trusting relationship with him. He 
wants to heal us of all our falsehoods and hurts of the 
past, to remove all these blocks that hinder or restrict 
this relationship with him, so that we may be fully alive 
to live life as he wanted us to live, as it says in John 10:10, 
so that we may know him, love him, and serve him to 
the highest possible degree.

Our thanks and blessings go 
out to every one of you, and 
we look forward to seeing some 
of you, perhaps all of you, here 
at St. Therese. Even more 
importantly, we invite you to walk 
this path with us, this path of life.

Jerry Kri stian
Chair,
St. Therese Board of Directors

Odishaw, Dr. Myles and Loren McLennan, Les and Irene 
Dube, James and Millie Harshman, various anonymous 
donors, and especially Catholic Missions in Canada, for 
their very generous support to us here at St. Therese. 
Our thanks also go out to our many other donors; please 
know that you are in our prayers.

Thank you as well to all the people involved on the 
founding board, subsequent board members, and all of 
the people involved in the foundational and ground-
breaking work of establishing what is now, by God’s grace, 
St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission. I thank Don 
Courchene for his message (see page 4) as the founding 
chairman of the board on the occasion of the fifth year 
of students being commissioned from St. Therese.

As we look forward to the future, we remain always open 
to the movements of the Holy Spirit. We are currently 
exploring a formal second year for the formation program 
at St. Therese, which would be open to all alumni and 
would provide an even deeper healing, growth and 
educational opportunity. We are 
highly blessed here at St. Therese 
with the faculty that we have, which 
includes Jim Anderson, Dr. Robert 
Stackpole, Lisa Anderson, Donna 
Kristian, Jerome Weiler, Sr. Gemma 
and visiting teachers such as Bishop 
Don Bolen, Bishop Albert Thévenot, 
Christopher West, and the other 
Springtime of the Faith teachers.

I thank God for allowing me to be 
of some service to my brothers Jerry Kristian, Chair – St. Therese Board of Directors,  

with wife & St. Therese School faculty member, Donna.
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A Message from Don Courchene, Founding Chair,  
on the occasion of the Fifth Commissioned Class of St. Therese.

Reflections on the Beginnings

It is not what we do but what God does through us and we give 
thanks as we proclaim “Glory be to Him whose power, working 
in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be 
to Him from generation to generation in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20,21)

I would like to congratulate St. Therese School of 
Faith and Mission for completing five successful 
years. This past April, our son Jon married 
Déneige Loiselle, a student in the second year at 
St. Therese (2008-09). The year she spent there 
was very important in her spiritual journey and 
faith formation. I know that much good fruit has 
come from the students who have attended 
St.  Therese. I am very thankful for what God 
is doing at the 
School of Faith 
and Mission. 

As the founding 
chairman, I have been 
reflecting on what God has done at St. Therese 
and on the early beginnings of the School 
of Faith and Mission. Three of our children 
attended Catholic bible schools in Alberta 
and Manitoba. We got to know the directors, 
staff and students at these bible schools. It 
was during this time that I believe God began 
to form a vision for a Catholic bible school in 
Saskatchewan. By 2001 I felt in my heart that if 
we took the best of what was working in each 
of the current schools and applied them to 
a school in Saskatchewan something special 
could happen. I saw how the Spirit was 
moving at different levels among the youth 
in Saskatchewan through ministries such 
as Catholic Christian Outreach, Face to Face 
Ministries, and the Rock the Mount youth 
rally, and felt that it was time to pursue the 
possibilities of a bible school in Saskatchewan.

In 2002, I met with Father Denis Phaneuf 
and shared the idea with him. Fr. Denis had 

been involved with bible schools before 
and believed there was a need for a school 
in Saskatchewan. In the fall of 2003, Fr. Denis 
and I shared the idea for a bible school 
with Bishop Albert LeGatt at the Diocesan 
Congress and Study Days in Saskatoon. A 

board was formed in June 2004 to begin a bible school in 
Saskatchewan with myself as the chairman, along with my 
wife Bonnie, Fr. Denis, Rick Taylor, and Andy and Lisa Tahn. We 
were the founding board for what is now St. Therese Institute 
of Faith and Mission. 

There were many days and hours spent in prayer, travel, meetings 
and planning over the two and a half years I spent as founding 

chair. Our meetings always 
began with time spent in prayer 
and scripture. We knew our 

school would be Catholic and 
discussed what were the 
needs we wanted to meet, 

and how we would proceed. We made a mission statement, 
goals and objectives. We worked on a constitution, charitable 
status, finances, curriculum, and many other details. Over time the  
board changed and new members were added: Cecile and Paul 
Charlebois of Saskatoon; Jeff Lockert, the president of Catholic 
Christian Outreach, Betty and Florian Possberg from the Burr area, 
Loretta Simonot of Saskatoon, John Connelly a former co-director 
of the John Paul II Bible School and founder of Our Sacred Mission, 
Jim McLane of North Battleford, and Jerry Kristian of Saskatoon.

I recall October 1, 2005 on the feast of St. Thérèse of Lisieux when 
we named the school St.  Therese School of Faith and Mission. 
We were inspired by this saint who made such an impact at 
a young age and her humble trusting way. Our vision was a 
school for faith conversion and formation, as well as reaching 
out in mission to share that faith, and thus the name School of 
Faith and Mission. We celebrated the name of our new school 
that day with a Mass said by Fr. Denis in the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit Church in Saskatoon.

From the beginning we kept Bishop LeGatt informed of our 
meetings and progress. I remember when Andy Tahn, who 
we hired as our Executive Director in 2005, and myself put the 
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We were inspired by this Saint who 

made such an impact at a young age 

and her humble trusting way.
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finishing touches on presentations that Bishop Albert 
asked us to give to his diocesan staff and the council of 
priests as we had to explain to them the why and how 
of a bible school in Saskatchewan. It was a great day for 
us in July of 2006 when Bishop Albert called us into his 
meeting room, encouraged us and gave the project his 
blessing to move forward.

We made trips to look at potential facilities in places 
such as Prelate and Prud’homme, but came back 
to settle on the Prairie Ursuline Center in Bruno. 
I remember in late summer of 2006 when Jerry 
Kristian and I concluded a deal with the realtor, 
and I signed the papers for the St. Therese Board to 
make the purchase. In October of 2006 at a Catholic 
Renewal Conference in Saskatoon I made a public 
announcement that we were planning to open a bible 
school in Bruno. In November of 2006, for personal 
reasons, I resigned as chairman of the St.  Therese 
School of Faith and Mission Board.

Jerry Kristian replaced me as chairman and, with others 
who continued after me, I know a lot of dedication and 
hard work went into the final months of preparation 
before the school opened in September of 2007. Jim 
Anderson was hired as the Director of the School of Faith 
and Mission, and under his guidance much good fruit 
has come from the school in the first five years. Those 
who were involved in the final months of preparation 
before the school opened, and those involved in the 
five years of operation since, are writing the present 
chapters of St.  Therese School of Faith and Mission. I 
am thankful for what they have accomplished and pray 
that our Lord’s blessing be upon them, and that God’s 
will be done at St. Therese for the glory of His Kingdom.

St. Therese School of Faith and Mission can look forward 
to the future with hope (Jer 29:11), and they can trust that 
God will build upon, add to, and bring to completion 

the work He has begun with 
them, as scripture says “I am 
sure of this much; that He 
who has begun the good 
work in you will carry it 
through to completion, right 
up to the day of Christ Jesus” 
(Phil 1.6).

Don Courchene
Founding Chair, 
St. Therese Board of Directors

St. Terry’s  
Sour Cherry Pie
Ingredients:
•	 5	cups	St.	Therese	Sour	Cherries,	
washed,	stemmed	and	pitted	

•	 1	cup	sugar	
•	 1	Tbsp	lemon	juice	
•	 4	Tbsp	quick-cooking	tapioca	
•	 2	Tbsp	butter	
•	Your	favourite	pastry,	top	and	bottom,	
for	a	9”	pie	pan

What to Do:
1.	Preheat	 oven	 to	 400°	 F	 (220°	 C).	 Place	
bottom	pie	 crust	 in	 pan;	 cover	 top	 crust	
to	prevent	from	drying	out,	and	set	both	
aside	in	refrigerator.	

2.	Combine	 cherries,	 sugar,	 lemon	 juice,	
and	tapioca	in	a	bowl	and	let	stand	for	15	
minutes.	

3.	Pour	mixture	 into	 bottom	 crust	 and	 dot	
with	butter.	

4.	Cover	pie	with	top	crust,	trim,	flute	edges,	
and	cut	steam	vents	in	top.	

5.	Place	 pie	 on	 a	 foil-lined	 cooking	 sheet	 to	
catch	 spills	 and	 bake	 for	 50-60	min.	 until	

top	 is	 golden	 brown	
and	thick	juices	bubble	
through	the	vents.	
6.	Let	cool	completely	
before	serving.

– Join us! – Sunday, August 19, 2012 –

ph
ot

o:
 fl

ic
kr

.c
om

 | 
©

 S
am

 H
ow

zi
t |

 u
se

d 
un

de
r C

C 
BY

 2
.0



THE LITTLE WAY - St. Therese Institute of Faith and MissionPAGE 6

First Wisdom
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a day 
of rejoicing. We find ourselves rejoicing on the 
eve of Pentecost, and so we pray that the Holy 
Spirit come upon us as Church anew, and we 
pray that through the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may learn to live that which we believe. We 
pray in a special way for the Holy Spirit to come 
upon the young adults who have been a part of 
St. Therese Institute during the past year.

The first of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
is wisdom, and all of the gifts really are an 
extension of wisdom. Having wisdom, and 
more important still, living wisely, living out 
of wisdom, is a sure sign of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Those who are to be commissioned 

The following is from the homily of the Most Reverend Don Bolen, Bishop of Saskatoon, given at the Mass during 
Commissioning 2012 at St. Therese School of Faith and Mission, May 26, 2012.

chose a first reading for today’s celebration which speaks about 
seeking wisdom: “If you indeed cry out for insight, and raise your 
voice for understanding; if you seek it like silver, and search for 
it as for hidden treasures—then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives 
wisdom; … he stores up sound insight for the upright” (Prov. 
2:3-6, NRSV). What you have been doing over the past year, 
here at St. Therese, is seeking wisdom, seeking God, who gives 
us wisdom. In another quotation, this from Proverbs 8, wisdom 
speaks much in the way that the Logos, the Word of God, speaks: 
“When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a 
circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, 
… when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was 
beside him, like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing before him always; rejoicing in his inhabited world, and 
delighting in the human race” (Prov. 8: 27-31, NRSV).

The is
Most Rev. Donald Bolen
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What is the wisdom that you have been seeking? What is the 
wisdom that the world today needs? We as a diocese have been 
mourning the death of Monsignor Michael Koch, who, about 
fourteen months ago, was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
From the world’s perspective, that is a disaster. There are not 
many illnesses which are as cruel as ALS in terms of one’s body 
simply ceasing to function in any normal way. And yet, three 
days before he died, Monsignor Koch said, “I’m just marvelling 
that in the nothing, in this diminishment, there is everything.” 
He spoke about finding joy at this time in his life; he said, “This 
is the healthiest and the happiest I’ve ever been, except for 
my body falling apart.” It is God’s wisdom, which allows us to 
move beyond the worldly standards with which we are tempted 
to look at life, and to tap into a deeper wisdom: where we are 
invited to use whatever life gives us as an entry into the Paschal 
Mystery, into the death and resurrection of Jesus; where we can 
trust that God, who desires to be with us, continues to mold and 
fashion human life in such a way that it draws us more deeply 
into life with God.

There is a great deal of wisdom given us in the second reading. 
Here, from the First Letter of Peter, Peter writes: “Have unity 
of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 
and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for 
abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with blessing… Those who 
desire life… let them seek peace and pursue it… Always be 
ready to give an account… of the hope that is within you” 
 (cf. 1 Peter 3:3-15).

“Have unity of spirit.” We know 
that we live in a world which is 
tremendously pluralistic, where 
we value diversity greatly, 
where anyone who professes 
any claim to the truth is 
challenged because that might 
not be someone else’s truth. 
How difficult it is to proclaim 
a Gospel which calls us to 
be one; not a oneness which 
wipes away our diversity, but 
a oneness in which we can 
stand together in the faith—a 
oneness in God, a oneness at 
the very depths of our being, 
which is not simply a toleration 
of every other perspective, but 
a deep and abiding unity. To be 
wise in a way that the worlds 

needs is to be 
an instrument 
of unity; to be 
one who builds 
up community, 
instead of frac-
turing it; to be 
one who draws people together in meaning, in 
purpose, in joy.

St. Peter continues: “have sympathy.” The word 
is very close to empathy—the ability to enter 
into the perspective of other persons. Part of 
the challenge of unity is the great diversity of 
experiences that people have. Empathy is to be 
able to set your own perspective aside and enter 
deeply into the experience of others, to walk in 
the shoes of other people, so that your vision of 
the Gospel is informed also by the experience 
of others. 

“Love one another”—it is the very heart of the 
Gospel. You are going out into a world where 
you are pretty much encouraged to let your 
ego have a free rein—What is it that serves me 
the best? What is it that’s going to give me the 
most, the most satisfaction, the most financial 
stability? Jesus places at the heart of the Gospel, 
not the ego and not accumulation, but love—

to live a life which is centred 
on others and attentive to the 
needs of others. 

“Have a tender heart,” St. 
Peter says, “a tender heart and 
a humble mind.” We live in a 
world of sexual promiscuity 
where relationships become so 
convoluted and so complicated 
so quickly. A tender heart 
enables you to be a person 
who shows genuine love, 
to show God’s nearness in 
your relationships with other 
people. And to “have a humble 
mind” is to know that you are 
part of something larger. God 
is doing something incredibly 
wonderful in this world of ours, 

The first of 
the seven gifts of  

the Holy Spirit is wisdom, 
and all of the gifts  

really are an  
extension of wisdom. 

Having wisdom,  
and more important still, 

living wisely,  
living out of wisdom,  

is a sure sign  
of the presence  
of the Holy Spirit.

“

”

Readings from the 2012 
Commissioning Mass: 

1st: Proverbs 2:1-9 
Psalm: Psalm 33 

2nd: 1 Peter 3:3-18 
Gospel: Matt. 18:1-5
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and you are called to be a part of that. When 
we are truly God-centred, we do not have to 
worry too much about a humble mind, because 
it comes with the territory. Humility is to see 
ourselves and others as we are, as precious, 
as gifts of God, as blessed by God, as created 
in the image and likeness of God; it is to be 
centred on God, and to embrace the possibility 
of living this life – this gift of God – to the full, 
by joining our lives to the mission of Jesus.

“Repay evil with a blessing.” The world has not 
changed all that much in this regard in the 
past two millennia. Jesus says 
the world lives by the values of 
an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth. Jesus tells us that 
does not get us anywhere. He 
tells us to be able to absorb 
suffering and to breathe out 
peace, to absorb pain and to 
transform it within ourselves 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is a lot easier to say than it is 
to do, but it is the embodiment 
of divine wisdom. Jesus does not see himself 
as obliged to respond to other people on the 
same level that they respond to him. Rather, 
he responds out of God’s graciousness—when 
he is crucified, he prays that those who are 
putting him to death be forgiven. How do 
we, as disciples, embody that wisdom which 
repays evil with a blessing? It is by our being 
a source of blessing in the face of evil that we 
really show we are Christ’s disciples, that we 
are committed to doing things God’s way.

“Seek peace”—build up peace in all you 
do—“and always be ready to give an account 
of the hope that is within you.” I want to 
mention two quotations, not only about 
speaking hope, but about being a people of 
hope, or embodying hope in all we do, so 
that hope becomes deeply instinctive to us. 
The first is from the ancient Chinese wisdom 
figure, Chuang Tzu. Thomas Merton offers us 
a translation of a little saying from Chuang 
Tzu, which I have always enjoyed immensely. 

“The purpose of a fish trap is to catch fish, and when the fish 
are caught the trap is forgotten. The purpose of a rabbit snare 
is to catch rabbits. When the rabbits are caught, the snare is 
forgotten. The purpose of words is to communicate wisdom. 
When wisdom is grasped, the words are forgotten. Where can 
I find the one who’s forgotten words? That’s the one I’d like 
to talk to.”

To give an account of the hope that is within us is to be 
able to speak with words, but also with our whole lives, that 
everything is in God’s hands. It is to be able to speak the 
trustworthiness of the Gospel. It is to be able to communicate 
with our words and with our lives that Christian faith is  

credible and responsible and 
coherent, that it makes sense, 
and that it brings joy and gives 
life. To give an account of our 
hope is to say that the world, 
as God created it, is good and 
blessed despite all our human 
sinfulness. It is to say that God 
is with us, amidst everything 
that we experience. How do 
we, with our words and with 
our whole life, give an account 

of the hope that is within us? The quote from Chuang Tzu is 
one that I particularly like because it moves us to words but also 
beyond words. How can the hope that we communicate be so 
instinctive to us, so much a part of us, that it comes out of the 
way that we do just about anything—that the way we undertake 
little things, whatever project we undertake in life, whatever we 
do or say, hope is somehow communicated, just by the way we do 
it and the perspective we bring to it?

The second thought I want to offer you ties in with today’s 
Gospel (Matthew 18:1-5). The wisdom that the world needs 
and the wisdom that Jesus offers us is a simple wisdom, not a 
convoluted wisdom. The disciples are talking about who is going 
to be the greatest in the kingdom, and Jesus brings a little child 
into their midst and says: “Unless you become a little child like 
this, you can’t enter the kingdom.” But, if you are humble like 
a little child, you not only enter the kingdom, but you are the 
greatest in the kingdom. It is almost a riddle. To be childlike is to 
be fully what we can be in the kingdom of God. And then Jesus 
says: “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name, welcomes 
me.” Jesus invites us into the wisdom which treasures the little 
ones, the wisdom which pays attention to the little things, the 
wisdom which does not overlook life as it is daily given to us. 

The wisdom  
that the world needs  

and the wisdom  
that Jesus offers  

us is a simple wisdom,  
not a convoluted  

wisdom.

“

”
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Every day, God bestows beautiful gifts upon us if we have the 
wisdom to see them and to embrace them.

I would like to conclude with a quotation from a book that is going 
to be published soon by the Director of the Pastoral Office at the 
Diocese of Saskatoon, Leah Perrault, who is one of the presenters 
at St. Therese. I draw it to our attention because it focuses on 
everyday life. It is there that God comes to us. She writes this:

I was driving home from work one day, turning right at a four 
way stop when I noticed the other cars at the intersection in a 
whole new way. Instead of simply evaluating which vehicle had 
stopped first, second, and so on, I saw the exchange happening 
from above, and I also saw it extending beyond this intersection. 
At precisely the same moment that I turned right, the car on the 
opposite corner did the same; it seemed to reflect something of the 
beauty of two dancers performing the same action in reverse on 
two corners of a stage. I saw in my mind’s eye a glimpse of the 
beauty and vastness that is any single moment of God watching 
us, feeling our urgency, our rest, our joys, and our worries. It 
must be a spectacular sound: the choir of humanity simply singing 
the song of the living; and it is my job to sing my song, to live 
deeply this life I have been given, because it is here that I am 
finding a way to be holy, to grow into the salvation that will allow 
us to live freely with God and with each other for all eternity.

Leah’s beautiful meditation is an invitation for you who are going 
forth from St. Therese to see the path of discipleship before you 
as one that is rooted in big decisions about life, but is also rooted 
in everyday life, rooted in the ordinariness of every experience. 
To be a disciple of Jesus is not simply to make one life decision 
which moves you on a path of discipleship. To be empowered by 
the Holy Spirit is not something that happens to you once and is 
done with. It is all about the way you live each day that is given 
to you, the way you face each choice that is before you.

As you go forth, we pray that God will give you the grace to 
see his presence, to see his presence in your life and in the gifts 
that you have been given, to see his presence even in the midst 
of complicated circumstances in which you might find itself, or 
those you love might find themselves. We pray that the Holy 
Spirit might come upon you and give you the grace to walk as 
disciples in every situation you find yourself in.

What we ask of you as you go forth is to be faithful to what you 
have learned here, to be faithful to the wisdom which you received 
here, to be faithful to God through your everyday life and everyday 
experience. And know that you go forth with our blessing and 
with the joy that we have in seeing you dedicate a significant part 
of your lives to learn more deeply what it is to follow Jesus.

Jesus invites us into  
the wisdom which 

treasures the little ones, 
the wisdom which pays 

attention to  
the little things,  

the wisdom which does 
not overlook life as it is 

daily given to us. 

“

”

Most Rev. Donald Bolen, Bishop of Saskatoon, presents the homily 
during the 2012 STS Commissioning Mass.



THE LITTLE WAYPAGE 10
STS 2012 Commissioning – Valedictory Address

Louise Hutlet

Walking the  
Little Way  
in Wisdom



“This life was not meant to be the place of our 
perfection, but the preparation for it.” The first time I 
read this quote, I thought of it as being just another 
nice quote, but then I really looked at it and it 
began to speak to me about what our journey here 
at St.  Therese has been. A very difficult thing in 
life for me has been accepting this: this life was 
not meant to be the place for our perfection, but 
the preparation for perfection. As a perfectionist, 
every time I do something and it doesn’t turn out 
perfectly, then in my mind, I’ve failed. This is very 
difficult when trying new things, because it most 
often takes time to become good at something 
that’s new. This fear of failing has kept me from 
trying many things in life. Coming to this school 
was no different. I came here wanting to excel at 
every little thing and not wanting to ever have to 
stumble. Needless to say, I did stumble, quite a lot, 
and I did not like it.

During our first month here, we were taught a 
lot of the foundations of what it means to walk the 
Little Way of St. Thérèse of Lisieux. We learned 
the importance of doing the duty of the moment, 
how even the seemingly small things matter, 
how simply picking up a pin from the floor with 
love can bring God glory. It all seemed so easy, so 
simple. Surely there had to be more to it?! How 
can making my bed in the morning, when done 
with the right attitude, be considered carrying my 
cross? Does it really matter that much? How could 
this really be IT?! Aren’t there bigger things we 
need to do? More important things? My thought 

was, “Well, this year is going to be a walk in the 
park!” It did start off being easy because at first 
everything was new and exciting. It was so nice 
to be in such a safe environment where we all 
shared a common belief and were away from the 
worries of the world. But then it became very easy 
to become too comfortable; to not want to step 
outside of my comfort zone; to get distracted from 
doing the duty of the moment; to brush things off 
as not being that important, really.

I was talking about this with someone during 
the year and we came upon a story from one of 
Catherine Doherty’s books where she spoke about 
two people pausing from their work of sweeping 
the floor to reflect on a talk they had just heard 
about the Trinity. Catherine came upon them and 
asked what they were doing. When they told her, 
she said that the Trinity “flew out the window the 
moment they stopped sweeping the floor.” It was 
a lesson to me on doing the duty of the moment, 
of staying in the presence of God and doing the 
will of God. I realized that if I am supposed to be 
doing the dishes but end up going off to reply to an 
email instead, God is no longer “with” me; He is 
still waiting for me by the kitchen sink.

I found myself feeling discouraged. Feeling like 
I would never be able to achieve this height of 
holiness. What seemed so easy at the beginning of 
the year suddenly felt impossible. It was so easy to let 
myself get distracted by so many other little things 
that I was forgetting what was truly important, and 
that is to be attentive to following God’s will for 
me. By not doing the duty of the moment, I was 
stepping ahead of God’s grace for me. The little way 
didn’t seem so little anymore. A quote from Blessed 
John Henry Newman really struck me where it said: 
“Love is never past or future—it is only NOW!” 
That is why holiness is simply doing the duty of 
the moment. Once I understood the importance of 
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left: St. Therese School of Faith and Mission (STS) student Louise Hutlet is 
blessed and commissioned by Most Rev. Donald Bolen, Bishop of Saskatoon.

bottom left:
left: Fr. Denis Phenauf proclaims the Gospel during the Commissioning Mass 
& Ceremony
left-center: STS Mission Year student Jane Oliphant receives her diploma 
from Jerry Kristian and Lisa Anderson.
right-center: Evening program Emcees, students  Krista Banadyga and Tharin 
Fischer.
right: Zachary Quevillon speaks about his year as a STS student.

below: The STS Class of 2012.
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this, I began to see what was meant by a fellow 
student when he said St. Therese is not just a faith 
formation program, it’s a life formation program. 
It is giving us the tools we need to continue to 
grow and strive to become saints by teaching us 
what truly matters in life. Giving us a purpose, 
to become a people of hope. As Jim often told us 
throughout the year, it’s about knowing who we 
are, where we come from and where we are going.

I myself grew up in a Catholic family. I always 
went to church and believed what I was taught 
to believe. I knew my parents were strong in 
their faith and so I just accepted everything 
about it and I never questioned it. But, I was 
living my parents’ faith instead of making it my 
own. Whenever I had questions about the faith 
I would just ask my dad for the answer instead 
of going the extra mile and doing the research 
myself. It was in the last few years that I found 
myself being faced with the question “Why do 
I believe what I believe?” All of a sudden living 
my parents’ faith wasn’t good enough. I wanted 
to know why I believed what I believe instead of 
just taking it all for granted. I wanted my faith 
to become the priority in my life. I wanted to 
truly live—live with a purpose. 

Our year here at St. Therese has helped us to 
grow in so many ways: to grow in our faith, to 
go deeper, to not be afraid to ask those impor-
tant questions, to find our purpose in life, and 
to heal in so many areas where we didn’t even 
know needed healing. We learned to dare to 
be different and to become more of the person 
God created us to be. 

I want to thank the staff for being the witness 
that you are for us. We will never forget when 
the incident happened with the boiler exploding 
this past fall. I was so touched by the faith you all 
expressed. This was a true test on your trust in 
God’s providence. I remember all of us sitting in 
the lounge asking Jim what would happen now. 
Will the school be able to keep going with what 
seemed like an impossible amount of money that 
would be needed in order to replace the boiler? 

Jim’s answer was one of full trust and confidence in 
God, that if God wanted this school to keep going, 
He would provide. This would simply be proof that 
He is in control. We were going to keep going like we 
always did. God had provided before, if He chose to, 
He could do it again. The faith you showed was such 
an incredible witness to all of us. Thanks for all the 
guidance you have given us throughout the year, for 
never giving up on us, for constantly pushing us to do 
our best, not to settle for mediocrity, and to help us 
become the men and women we are called to be. 

To our families I say thank you for all the 
sacrifices you have made for us to bring us to the 
point in our lives where we were ready to embark 
on this journey at St.  Therese. Your love and 
guidance has been so appreciated. 

Thank you also to our benefactors for all your 
support and prayers. We wouldn’t be here right 
now without your generosity. You practice the 
Little Way in a big way. I hope someday we will be 
able to pass on to others some of the gifts you have 
provided for us.

To the Bruno community: thank you for 
welcoming us so lovingly. We still remember our 
first Sunday at St. Bruno Parish when you served us 
coffee and treats so that we could get to know you 
better. You made us feel a part of the community 
from day one. We have also enjoyed our many 
walks around town stopping in your nice stores to 
purchase treats and enjoy friendly chats.

above: Louise Hutlet playing her violin.
background & right: Louise is blessed and Commissioned by Bishop Bolen
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Finally, to my brothers and sisters at St. Therese: 
Through the laughter and the tears we have had 
many moments that I will cherish forever. I will never 
forget all the games of floor hockey, Catch Phrase, 
baseball, movie nights, and bonfires, but also all 
the times we were able to share our ups and downs 
together as a group, stand by each other’s side as we 
went through triumph, learn together in our classes, 
and simply be there for each other in times of need. 
I have been so blessed to have been a part of this 
journey with all of you. Each one of you has been 
a special part of life here at St. Therese. These past 
nine months have brought so many opportunities 
for us to grow closer to God and to each other. Even 
though we will each go our own separate ways, we 

will always share a special bond. I want to thank 
each of you for being the men and women that 
you are and for all the moments we have shared 
together. This year has brought many friendships 
that will last a lifetime. I will be keeping each of 
you in my prayers. 

So, as we part, let us not forget the wise 
and humble words of our good St.  Thérèse of 
Lisieux: “Perfection consists… in being what 
Jesus wills us to be.” I know we still have a long 
way to go, but I’m looking forward to spending 
the rest of my life deepening my relationship 
with God, loving Him and serving Him in 
everything I do.
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“Let the Lord your God 
show us where we should go 

and what we should do.” 
(Jeremiah 42:3)



Walking the Little Way
Jean Amyotte (2007-08)
Edmonton, AB – Working at Capital Jeep 
Chrysler after spending three years 
at Way of Holiness Retreat Centre in 
Hinton, AB.

Emily Arseneault (2007-08)
Halifax, NS – Emily is a full-time missionary 
with CCO (Catholic Christian Outreach).

Krista Banadyga (2011-12)
Saskatoon, SK – Krista works in Saskatoon.

Marissa Banadyga (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Marissa will be attending 
school in the fall.

Kyle Banadyga (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Studying Sociology at the 
University of Saskatchewan with hopes of 
joining the Saskatoon Police Service.

Megan Beaulac (2009-10) 
Spiritwood, SK – Working at Papa Rene’s Pizzeria.

Denise Becker (2007-08)
North Battleford, SK

Kaitlyn Bonnefoy (2009-10)
Lorette, MB – Kaitlyn teaches preschool 
and will be going back to school to work 
with children with disabilities.

Natalie Bourke (2011-12) 
Drayton Valley,  AB – Natalie will be 
working in the fall.

Nicole Brodner (2007-08)

Kara Brooks (2010-11) 
Moose Jaw, SK – Kara attends the 
Professional Cooking Program at SIAST.

Vincent Brûlé (2007-08) &  
Mandalyn (LaGrange) Brûlé  (2007-08) 
Unity, SK. – Vince and Mandalyn married 
in 2010 and have made their home in 
Unity, SK, where Vince works as a power 
engineer for North West Bio Energy, and 
Mandalyn is a stay-at-home mom to their 
9 month old daughter, Felicity.

Dave Bruno (2010-11)
Kamloops, BC – While looking for work, 
Dave helps in his parish with young adult 
ministry, bible study, and other ministries.

Fred Bull (2007-08)
Calgary, AB – Substitute teaching for the 
Calgary Catholic School board.

JJ Bullion (2010-11)
Brandon, MB. – JJ just completed nine 
months of outreach with the Catholic 
School of Evangelization, St. Malo, MB.

I lived the “Little Way” in my role at the CSE 
by doing everything given to me out of love 
and offered things up for the souls that 
needed my prayers and sacrifices.

Daniel Carreiro (2007-08)
Ottawa, ON – Studying Education at the 
University of Ottawa.

STS has had a lasting impact on my life and I 
continue to grow in the “Little Way.” The life of 
a university student is very unimpressive, but 

The Seventy-Three Alumni of St. Therese School of Faith and Mission:

A fifth-year glimpse at where—and how— 
they are walking little Thérèse’s ‘Little Way’

Danielle Baillargeon (2008-09)
Ottawa, ON – Studying Theology at Dominican University College. 

After attending St. Therese, walking the Little Way these past few years has 
been my greatest comfort and guide. I have been continually learning to live 
out the life of faithfulness and love shown to us by our Little Flower. I continue 
to find that when we choose to walk among the lowly and seek joy in the little 
things, there God’s glory is shining—in the commonplace. Our dear little Thérèse 
has shown us that in any moment and in every circumstance, the soul that 
seeks God may find him. Whether it be in desperately trying to maintain the 
household of the six children that I am currently nannying; tending a stubbed toe 
or running the tub; attending Mass, grappling with a beautiful or troublesome 
philosophical concept to get the next assignment in, a broken heart here and 
there, all the while fitting in time with friends and a good night’s sleep—I am 
learning to recognize the will of the Lord in what is set before me at all times. 
Both the trials and victories of university life have brought me to embrace the 
cross, which continues to reveal that the fruit of pain and suffering is peace, 
joy and life. I am indebted to my time at St. Therese for being a great vessel of 
grace, giving me the eyes to see the profound joy in walking the Little Way.  At 
times I certainly wander from this little beaten path, but the sweet scent of rose 
petals always brings me back. I am always able to look back upon the spiritual 
principles taught at this vibrant and flourishing Institute and have counted on 
them like a lamp unto my feet to lead me onwards. I choose to live out my life 
as a pilgrim on the Little Way because I’m convinced it is the surest and safest 
route to our heavenly home.
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Walking the Little Way
The Seventy-Three Alumni of St. Therese School of Faith and Mission:

In the WorldA fifth-year glimpse at where—and how— 
they are walking little Thérèse’s ‘Little Way’

I appreciate its simplicity and the many different opportunities 
I have to be present and share the light of Christ with 
those that I meet. The ministry of presence is how I live out  

“The Little Way.” School, helping out at the parish youth group, 
and singing in the parish choir all present me with an opportunity 
to simply be and to radiate Christ’s love.

Caryne Chartier (2010-11)
Lorette, MB – Having served for the past year on the Les équipes NET (NET 
Ministries of Canada), Caryne is home for the summer to work at the Catholic 
summer camp in St. Malo. In September, she will begin studies at the Université 
de St.Boniface.

I am very grateful that I went to St. Therese before starting out on my adventure on 
NET Canada. Knowing that every little thing I did with love did not go to waste was 
a very important concept to me this year. It meant that every retreat we put on 
for the youth was important, even when I was giving the same talk for the thirtieth 
time or investing in the girls of my small group even when I felt they did not want 
to be there. Sometimes it is hard to keep ministering to youths as a travelling team 
because you don’t always see the fruits of your labour. But I knew that every little 
thing we did with love would eventually bear fruit, and that by doing the duty of 
the moment I was bringing God the most glory.

Students from STS 2007-08 Class 
l to r: Emily Arseneault, Denise Becker,  

Carolline LAjoie-Stang, Daniel Carreiro,  
Mandalyn (LaGrange) Brûlé (hidden)
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Brigid Fuller (2009-10)
Saskatoon, SK – Working for the Diocese of Saskatoon at  
St. Paul’s Co-Cathedral.

When I began working in full-time ministry the little things like 
making my bed in the morning, doing laundry, or simply keeping 
my desk tidy at work seemed like the least of my worries. I was so 
caught up in hustle and bustle of ‘work’ that soon I was overlooking 
the most important things, the things that are so small, but can cause 
me to die to myself and suffer even for five seconds of redemption: 
replying to an e-mail right away instead of tomorrow or next week, 
picking up the small, white hole punch circles on the floor instead 
of leaving them there are a way to the holiness in my life. Taking the 
minute almost insignificant actions that I can overlook, and I can 
turn them into a doorway to holiness. I pray I can become “Rashly 
confident in His Fatherly love” just as she was. Little Sister Thérèse, 
pray for us!

Ryan DeJong (2009-10)
Calgary, AB – Ryan has been studying at Redeemer Pacific College, Trinity 
Western University, in Langley, BC.

Mathieu Denis (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Working at École Providence in Vonda, SK as moniteur de 
langue.

Brayden Elias (2010-11)
Battleford, SK  – Working at Bee-J’s Office Plus in North Battleford. 
Attending the University of Saskatchewan in the fall.

Katie Fahlman (2009-10)
Bruno, SK – Working at St. Therese Institute of Faith & Mission as 
Development & Recruitment Coordinator.

Tharin Fischer (2011-12)
Edmonton,  AB – Working in carpentry and ministry.

Héloïse Garez (2010-11)
Saskatoon, SK – Studying Food Science at the 
University of Saskatchewan.

I get frequently blown away by the effect the nine 
months learning the Little Way have had on my life, 
and I keep seeing everything in an increasingly clear 
and beautiful light. But learning the Little Way never 
stops, and although sometimes it feels like some 
of the incidents in my life will overwhelm me, I am 
always moving forward in the arms of our good God, 
thanks to St. Therese.

Nathan Gaudet (2010-11)
Moose Jaw, SK – Studying Geomatics Engineering 
Technology at SIAST.

I have been trying to do the duty of the moment in 
everything I do, whether it be concentrating on my 
survey or saying my morning prayers. Just trying to 
be thankful each day, and to bring my love for Christ 
to those around me.

Marina Cottim-Moreira (2010-11)
Calgary, AB – Studying English at St. Mary’s University College.

Karah-Brynne Crooks (2009-10)
Winnipeg, MB – Working as an educational assistant in the St. James 
School Division, and as a casual respite worker for the L’Arche 
community in Winnipeg.

As I reflect on the Little Way, I can definitely see that it is not 
just the way that you live at St. Therese—it is a way of life! As I 
reminisce about living at St. Therese I remember being called to 
lots of little sacrifices and to learn to be happy and thankful for 
what God had blessed me with that year! I can remember asking 
God for the grace to keep moving on with the duty of the moment, 
whether it be morning prayer, daily mass, praise and worship, classes, 
participating in the drama practices, being in community, or doing 
chores. However, those days have not ended. Instead, it has grown 
into a way of prayer. Whether I am working as a casual educational 
assistant or a casual respite worker, I find that I make an act of the 
will to serve those I come in contact with on the job and to see them 
as though I am serving Jesus.

Josh Grandmaison  (2009-10, 2010-11)
Ottawa, ON – Working in construction.

Attending St. Therese has helped me to grow in 
virtue. Since the faith formation program I’ve 
become more comfortable in my own skin, and 
my self-esteem has really benefited, thanks to 
some of the Healing and Growth programs we 
attended.

Learning who I am, and my purpose in life 
is still an adventure, but going to St. Therese 
(for nearly two years in my case!) improved 
my prayer life tremendously, which has given 
me tools for discernment that I’m still using 
today and will for life.  At St. Therese I got to 
develop friendships that still last and hopefully 
will even in the next life. The faith formation 
program has also helped me to see the gifts 
and talents that the Lord has given me and 
how I can use them to help build up His Church. 
Learning the Little Way and trying to walk the 
Little Way to the best of my ability today, in 
an environment that is sometimes very proud 
and selfish, brings me reassurance that we are 
called to live the Beatitudes. We are not called 
to be loved and to get the world’s approval, 
because God already approves of us and loves 
us, no matter if we commit the kindest act of 
love or the worst sin in the world. Deepening 
my relationship with God takes place at every 
moment of every day, but the opportunity to go 
to St. Therese is an unforgettable experience 
that has helped me to say “yes” to God and 
whatever He is asking of me.
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Jina Grant (2010-11)
Langley, BC – Studies Business Administration as a 
student at Redeemer Pacific College at Trinity Western 
University.

Dylan Greenwald (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Dylan graduated from the College of 
Agriculture at the University of Saskatchewan and 
currently works as a sales/agronomy intern. 

Tristen (Greenslade) Crooks (2007-08)
Weyburn, SK – Tristen is wife, 
mommy, shepherdess, and a 
witness of God’s great mercy 
and love!

Everyday I have many opportuni-
ties to remember ‘The Little Way’ 
of St. Thérèse! My husband Cole, 
who works as a lineman with 
SaskPower, and I live on a farm 
with our 20-month-old daughter, 
Clare. We are striving to carve 
out a holistic “back to basics” 
way of life for our family with 
our sheep and chickens! I love 
the simplicity of the ‘Little Way’ 
and know that to do each small 
task with great love takes time 
and effort, so by “just staying 
home” I can have the time I need 
to do my best to take care of my 
family. Cooking, cleaning, diapers, 
dishes, laundry and farm chores 

are what make up my day. I can 
either respond to each of these 
needs with a grudge and a “here 
we go again!” attitude as I repeat 
so many things day after day, or 
I can look at each of my tasks 
as an opportunity to respond 
to the Lord with love and grow 
in holiness. Of course, I have a 
long ways to go! Sometimes it 
seems like all I can do to mus-
ter up the energy to wash the 
dishes and sweep the floor for 
the umpteenth time. Oftentimes 
I forget how much power these  
apparently menial tasks can  
contain (like saving souls and 
making saints!!!) and it is only 
with the aid of God that helps 
me persevere in the ‘Little Way’. 

St. Thérèse, pray for us!

Installing Low-Flush Toilets 

Returning to St.  Therese to 

assist with maintenance as 

a Mission Year student, Josh 

Grandmaison (STS 2009-10, 

2010-11) helped to install m
any 

of the donated low-flush toilets 

throughout 
the building. 

Alumni Mathieu Denis (STS 

2008-09) assists.
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Alana Heit (2010-11)
Saskatoon, SK – Studying Education at 
the University of Saskatchewan.

Daniel Hudec (2009-10, 2010-11)
Fox Valley, SK – Daniel just finished 
serving on NET Canada and is back 

home in Fox Valley, SK for the 
summer. He will be attending the 

University of Saskatchewan in 
the fall. 
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Louise Hutlet (2011-12)
Winnipeg, MB – Working as a Hairstylist.

Jonathan Inskip (2007-08)
Washington, DC, USA – Br. Jonathan Inskip, 
MIC, is with the Marians of the Immaculate 
Conception at their house of studies in 
Washington, DC. Br. Jonathan has taken 
temporary vows with the Marians, and is 
pursuing studies for the priesthood.

Clark Jaman (2011-12)
Saskatoon, SK – Making music, attending 
the University of Saskatchewan and 
working for Face-2-Face Ministries.

Michael LaFrance (2011-12)
Hinton,  AB – Michael works at a lumbermill.

Shancelle (Lalonde) Hildebrandt 
(2008-09)
Martensville, SK – Shancelle worked 
as a Teen Aid teacher in Northern 
Saskatchewan for two years before 
marrying her husband Andrew. They 
are now the proud parents of Marshall 
Andrew Joseph.

Déneige (Loiselle) Courchene 
(2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Déneige married Jonathan 
Courchene in April 2012, and is currently 
studying Early Childhood Education at 
SIAST.

Gordon Lund (2010-11)
Killaloe, ON – After serving a year with NET 
Ministries of Ireland, Gordon will serve a 
second year on NET as a missionary to 
the youth in Ireland.

Michael Lund (2008-09)
Rome, Italy – Michael is studying for the diocesan priesthood for the Diocese 
of Pembroke. He has finished his philosophy studies, and will begin his theology 
studies at the Angelicum in Rome.

My time at St. Therese was extremely helpful for me in adjusting to seminary life. 
Not only in practical ways, such as having some experience of community life, but 
also in the spiritual aspect. St. Thérèse’s Little Way is really my spirituality, it is what 
fits who I am. I went through a sort of struggle in my first year, and I realized, with 
the help of my spiritual director, that it was because I was trying to conform to 
other spiritualities. Once I realized this, I brought myself back into the Little Way, 
and my spiritual life improved greatly. I don’t know what I would have done without 
having the experience of being at St. Therese for a year. The school and staff and 
students will always have a special place in my heart.

Melanie Mahar (2008-09)
Ottawa, ON – Originally from St. Nicholas, PEI, Melanie is a full-time missionary 
with CCO (Catholic Christian Outreach) in Ottawa.

As a Missionary with CCO working on the finance team in the National 
Headquarters, I live the Little Way of St. Thérèse on a daily basis. I’m not just 
doing data entry or investigating issues, but everything I do is for one purpose: 
for the salvation of souls. For example, as I enter payments for missions or Rise 
Up participants, I’m praying for them, for how God is going to transform them, 
and for who they are going to reach out to. When I’m doing the data entry for 
all of the faith studies we send out across the country and around the world, 
I’m praying for the people whose lives will be transformed by encountering 
Christ in a new way through the study. Every click of the mouse and every 
letter typed is an act of love and obedience to where the Lord has called me. 
I love my job because “all that matters is that Jesus be proclaimed!” It’s only 
through the inspiration and spirituality of St. Thérèse that I can do what I do! 
I’m not the type of person who typically enjoys working behind the scenes…I 
like to be out with people, working one-on-one with them, but like St. Thérèse, 
who never left the convent but is a great missionary saint, I know that what I 
am doing is transforming people’s lives, so I am able to find joy in what I do! 
St. Thérèse, patroness of missionaries, Pray for us!
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Marcel Mann (2011-12)
Regina, SK – Marcel plans to move to 
Saskatoon to work in his field as an engineer.

Rebecca Marchildon (2011-12)
Hinton, AB. – Rebecca will be serving as a 
missionary with NET Ministries of Ireland for 
the coming year.

Sarah Marchildon (2009-10)
Langley, BC – Attending Redeemer Pacific 
College at Trinity Western University in the 
Education program, minoring in History and 
Catholic Studies.

Walking the Little Way has not been easy 
since leaving St. Therese, but it is a beacon 
of hope and salvation for me as I strive to 
follow Christ in the world. It has become my 
little way to continue to grow in holiness. 
Even though I fail all the time, I am greatly 
consoled by the knowledge that “We do not 
love our wretchedness itself; we love the 
consequences of it—that is to say, we make 
use of it to immerse ourselves in humility, 
then to redouble our confidence and plunge 
ourselves into the ocean of mercy” (I Believe 
in Love, 64). Amen!

Hannah Marland (2011-12)
Rocky Mountain House,  AB – Hannah hopes 
to attend the University of Saskatchewan 
in the fall and live at Discernment House 
in Saskatoon.

Toivo Miller (2011-12)
Paradise Hill, SK – Toivo is ranching and 
farming.

Nicole Mireau (2009-10)
Ottawa, ON – Working for NET Ministries 
of Canada as supervisor and coordinator 
of Les équipes NET, a missionary team to 
French Canadian youth.

Shea Mueller (2009-10)
Regina, SK

Sean Northup (2010-11)
Spruce Grove,  AB

Christopher O’Hara (2009-10)
Halifax, NS – Chris is in his 4th year of Music at Dalhousie University studying the 
Saxophone. He is also serving his second term as the President of the Canadian 
Catholic Students Association.

After I left St. Therese School, I felt like I had clear direction in my life; no matter 
what situation I was presented with in life, I knew that the Little Way of St. Thérèse 
was a universal way of holiness, and would get me through any situation. I’ve had 
the opportunity to serve for the past year as the President of the Canadian Catholic 
Students Association, a national organization that seeks to unite students who witness 
to the gospel university campuses across Canada. This was a new challenge for me, 
and I was consistently pulled outside my comfort zone, but clinging to the Little Way 
of St. Thérèse has been an essential lifeline for me throughout the whole experience. 
Although many of the situations facing us as an organization are larger in scale than 
those of my personal faith life, I try to always remember the little things that God asks 
us to do; to care for individuals and put their needs in front of my own, that God’s grace 
is sufficient for whatever he calls us to do, that love serves and that God does not look 
at the greatness of our actions, but rather the love with which we do them. I’ve found 
that these principles, which I attempt to live my daily life by, are equally as important 
in my work with the CCSA.

St. Therese School of Faith and Mission was an important time in my life, where I had 
the opportunity to learn and live the Little Way. My time at University and at the CCSA 
has been an important area where I’ve been able to put these principles into practice 
in a variety of different circumstances, and I am now more confident than ever that 
wherever the Lord may lead me, the Little Way will be my way of holiness.
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“Co-Op Song” (2008-09 Class  
production of Paper Wheat) 

l to r: Jim Anderson (guitar); Véronique Poulin 
(violin); Shancelle (Lalonde) Hildebrandt, 

Melanie Mahar,  Déneige (Loiselle) 
Courchene, Monica Tahn, Mathieu Denis, 

Dylan Greenwald, Sylvie Quiring, Danielle 
Baillargeon, Kyle Banadyga,  Michael Lund, 

Elishah Stilborn, Marissa Banadyga
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Jane Oliphant (2010-11, 2011-12)
Calgary, AB – Studying at St. Mary’s 
University College.

Véronique Poulin (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – I’m currently in Saskatoon 
working as a full-time musician, enjoying 
my solo project as Vaero and working as a 
violin teacher during the school year. I am 
also a member of two other bands, Young 
Benjamins and Miss Daily. The little way 
has led me to a house cleaning job this 
summer, which I thoroughly enjoy. I know 
St. Thérèse gets a kick out of me scrubbing 
toilets and floors on my knees! Cleaning the 
STS girls’ dorm every Saturday morning for 
nine months gave me all the skills I needed 
to get the job. Even with the blessing of 
work, I often forget I am always called 
to serve. I told my mother it was almost 
humiliating to pay for my musical toys (all 
of them worth it) with cleaning money. She 
said, “No, Vero it’s humbling.” And boy is that 
true. So I carry St. Thérèse in my heart at 
all times and I remember that, while I may 
not be the rock star people want me to be, 
I am the child of God who has nothing to 
offer but a musical gift and a mop.

Zachary Quevillon (2011-12)
Monteal QC 

Sylvie Quiring (2008-09, 2009-10)
Langley, BC – Studying Psychology with a 
minor in Catholic Studies, at Redeemer 
Pacific College at Trinity Western 
University.

Elisha Ramstad (2009-10)
Langley, BC – Studying Christianity and 
Culture with a Catholic Studies minor at 
Redeemer Pacific College, Trinity Western 
University.

Lizzy Reaume (2010-11)
Chatham, ON – Working at Michaels Arts 
and Crafts Store.

The Little Way has inspired me to start 
a Young Adult Prayer Group (YAP), and 
become more involved with youth ministry 
in my parish and diocese. It pushes me to 
be a better me; to strive for holiness. It 
has shown me that holiness is not only 
obtained in Religious life and Priesthood, 
but also in ordinary family life.

Andre Rivet (2007-08)
Bruno, SK – Andre has finished his third 
year apprenticeship in carpentry and 
loves being Dad to his six children and 
husband to his wife Angela. Andre and 

his family plan to return to his home in 
Alberta this fall.

Katherine Scott (2011-12)
Arnprior, ON – Attending university this fall.

Naomi Senten (2007-08)
Edmonton, AB – Naomi works with the 
Alberta Pro-life association.

Lorne Stang (2007-08) &  
Carolline Lajoie-Stang (2007-08)
Halifax, NS – Lorne has been working for 
CCO since finishing at St. Therese, and 
Carolline spent a year with CCO and has 
spent the last 3 years being a mother to 
Talitha (2) and Xavier (7 months).

We try to increase our love for God, 
not only through the celebration of the 
Eucharist, prayer and devotions but 
through loving each other and loving in 
each moment. A sick child is a wonderful 
opportunity to embrace “the moment” 
and be drawn closer to the Lord. When 
we hold our sick child we need not worry 
about all things we would have like to 
have gotten done today. We can know 
with great confidence that this is exactly 
where the Lord want us to be. Changing 
a dirty diaper can be can be done with 
love. It really can! Most often we forget. 
But when we do remember, we can see 
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Anna Yamniuk (2010-11)
Prince Albert, SK – Currently working in retail. Anna will be moving to Saskatoon in the 
fall to study social work at the University of Saskatchewan.

Joseph Yamniuk (2009-10)
Saskatoon, SK – Employed with Ernst & Young, Chartered Accountants.

I walk the Little Way every day of my life. I’m committed to the duty of the moment and 
witnessing to the gospel through my every day actions. For me, living the Little Way is 
standing still and letting the Light of Christ shine through me.

and witness God’s grace flow into our 
home, our marriage and our family.

Elishah Stilborn (2008-09)
Saskatoon, SK – Elishah is working as a 
caregiver for seniors.

I have been so blessed this past year to 
have worked with the seniors and to share 
in both their joys and sorrows. Every day 
is a new opportunity for me to walk with 
St. Thérèse along the Little Way, and I have 
learned a lot about myself in the process, 
and especially about what it truly means 
to have a servant’s heart.

Monica Tahn (2008-09)
Langley, BC – Studying European Studies 
at Redeemer Pacific College at Trinity 
Western University.

Teresa Taylor (2011-12)
Saskatoon, SK – Working in the fall.

Elise von Teichman (2011-12)
Ottawa, ON. – Working for the 
Government of Canada in the department 
of Agriculture and Agrifoods.

Alisha Weiler (2007-08)

Aidan Wolfe (2010-11)
Saskatoon, SK – Studying at the University 
of Saskatchewan.

Kathleen Wolfe (2007-08)
Trumau, Austria – Kathleen is pursuing a Masters degree in Sacred Theology at the 
International Theological Institute, while working part-time as a singer / songwriter.

Continuing in Thérèse’s Little Way is hard! Her way is such a gift—a gift of focus in 
love, which keeps us grounded, real, happy, and safe in the arms of God.  This I know 
with deep conviction, but my tendency to complicate things has leaked back into my 
walk with God through life after years in the stress of further education. Sadly, in many 
ways, I’ve let myself become busy with all of the “doing” again, instead of focusing on 
my simple daily duties and allowing God to prove His faithfulness there. This recent 
difficulty, however, has helped me recognize even more profoundly the power of her 
simple spirituality. I am now at a time of re-committing myself to her Little Way, aching 
for the simplicity I have known when I have more faithfully lived it out. Practically, this 
now means recognizing my weaknesses and limitations anew. It will also mean the 
acceptance of less activity in the year to come, and an increase in humility’s manifold 
assertions that everything good is really just God’s work. My “big” projects will be fruitful 
in direct proportion to how much I see them as composed of only small, humble tasks 
enlivened by God’s great gift of charity working through me. It is a great comfort to 
know that her spirituality is always just a decision away—this moment, I know I have 
the chance to again choose small things with great love and gratefulness, and, therein, 
to confidently await the “peace of God which surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4:7).
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Leading Praise & Worship at the 2012 
St. Therese Divine Mercy Conference 

l to r: Jane Oliphant, Michael LaFrance, 
Tharin Fischer, Louise Hutlet, Katherine 

Scott, Elise von Teichman, Natalie Bourke
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Robert Stackpole is	 the	
newest	 staff	 member	 of	
St.	 Therese	 Institute.	 He	 is	
no	 stranger	 to	 St.	 Therese	
however,	 having	 keynoted	
both	 the	 2010	 and	 2011	
St.	 Therese	 Divine	 Mercy	
Conferences.	 Robert	 will	
be	 assisting	 in	 the	 direc-
tion	and	development	of	the	
School	of	Faith	and	Mission.		
Welcome	aboard,	Robert!	

Robert: Am I excited to be joining the team at 
St. Therese Institute? Anybody who knows about 
the people and the program at STI could only look 
upon that as a very silly question indeed. I am 
already breathing the fresh country air of Bruno, 
and deeply grateful to God for the opportunity to 
be here.  

During my years in academics, I grew 
increasingly aware of the truncated nature of 
much of higher-education, even Catholic higher 
education. We spent almost all of our time 
imparting ‘information’ into young people’s 
heads, and not nearly enough time offering 
proper spiritual ‘ formation’ to the hearts of our 
students. But everything lands in the depths of 
the human heart sooner or later, and if those 
hearts are not open to the Holy Spirit, all the 
‘information’ in the world will not do us much 
good. St. Therese Institute gets the balance right 
by forming the whole person, not just the brain!

Besides, I could use a little spiritual heart-therapy 
myself, so I look forward not only to offering what 
I have to offer, but also receiving some deeper 
formation myself. Given that the whole Institute 
is under the watchful eyes and loving prayers of 
St. Thérèse herself, I think we are all in pretty 
good hands.

After	 two	 years	 with	 us,		
Sr. Gemma will	 return	 to	
her	religious	community	in	
the	Philippines.	In	August	
she	 returns	 to	 Iloilo,	
where	 she	 will	 assume	
the	 duties	 of	 Director	 of	
Formation	for	the	Mission-
aries	 of	 St.	 Therese.	
We	 are	 grateful	 to	 the	

Missionaries	of	St.	Therese	and	to	Sr.	Gemma	for	their	
generosity.	Thank	you,	Sr.	Gem,	for	your	encourage-
ment,	 wisdom,	 good	 cheer,	 peaceful	 presence,	 and	
your	constant	witness	to	the	Little	Way	of	St.	Thérèse.	
You	will	be	dearly	missed!

Sr. Gemma:	Along life’s journey there are landmarks 
pointing us to our destiny―heaven. There are 
significant landmarks that make the journey light 
and happy. One of the landmarks in my journey is 
St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission. Here, 
I have journeyed with saints-in-the-making 
eager to find signs to make the journey swift, 
simple and joyful. With its formation and healing 
courses, a pilgrim who enters St. Therese is 
given an inspiration to keep going, walk in faith, 
walk in hope and abide in loving surrender to 
the Father’s Will. A person is also assured that 
she or he is not alone because there are friends 
and companions, both seen and unseen, who 
guide the journey. The staff, the students, the 
place, the Presence are so friendly and gentle 
that remembering this journey spurs one on to 
Heaven. Thank you, St. Therese Institute... You 
are a memory of God’s presence to the world. 
Proclaim your message, that everyone is called 
to union with Christ!

Good St. Thérèse,

Pray for Us
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Frank and Cathy McGeragle	 from	 Chemainus,	
BC,	have	been	with	us	over	the	past	several	months	
helping	 support	 the	 work	 of	 St.	 Therese.	 A	 fresh	
coat	 of	 paint,	 a	 door	 that	 closes	 properly,	 a	 new	
wall	 built,	 a	 tidy	 art	
room	 or	 pantry,	 a	
mowed	 orchard,	 and	
a	 freshly	 weeded	
garden	 abloom	 with	
new	flowers	are	sure	
signs	 that	Frank	and	
Cathy	 have	 been	
busy!	 Thanks	 for	
your	generous	help!

Cathy: I hadn’t heard of St. Therese Institute before 
I picked up a pamphlet left lying around in our 
living room in Chemainus, BC, advertising the 
triumph program. I didn’t know how the pamphlet 
had landed there (this sort of thing happens in 
our busy household), but I was excited to read 
about the program. After some talk and prayer, 
our registration was confirmed and our date 
set in Bruno for summer 2010. We found our 
experience with the triumph program rewarding 
and enjoyed the quiet little town of Bruno. When 
out for a walk together during the program, 
I felt that the Lord was telling me, ‘This is my 
bread basket, where you will be fed.’ Hmm, 
interesting… and add to that that my husband, 
Frank, a carpenter, kept noticing things that 
needed a little ‘TLC’ around the buildings.

Well, we’ve been at St. Therese now for several 
months, assisting with the work of the place 
where we can. Our time at St. Therese has been 

very rich and busy with the chores of carpentry, maintenance and grounds-keeping and preparing for the 
Cherry Sunday event. We came looking for a bit of adventure and to serve and grow in our faith and prayer 
life. These expectations have certainly been met, and we are thankful for this opportunity to experience life at 
St. Therese and to offer our service each day. No day is the same as another, the challenge is always there to do 
the ‘duty of the moment’ for God and thus be of service to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Sr. Gemma pinch-hits an amazing talk at the 2012 St. Therese Divine Mercy 
Conference when the keynote speaker, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, had trouble 

with his flights and did not arrive in time to open the conference.

Frank and Cathy with the new John Deere  tractor recently donated by Bruno resident 
Florence Pulvermacher for maintaining the  St. Therese orchard.
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What		on	earth	is	a	consecrated	celibate	doing	writing	about	the	Theology	
of	the	Body?	I	was	wondering	the	same	thing	in	early	
May	 as	 I	 attended	 the	 Into	 the	 Heart	 Theology	 of	
the	 Body	 conference	with	 Christopher	West	 held	 at	
the	St.	Therese	 Institute	of	Faith	and	Mission.	What	
does	this	teaching	have	to	do	with	me?	As	I	write	this	
article,	I	am	five	days,	one	hour	and	12	minutes	away	
from	renewing	my	promises	of	Poverty,	Chastity,	and	
Obedience	according	to	the	Madonna	House	spirit	and	
mandate.	For	some	 time	now,	I	have	wondered	deep	
in	my	heart	how	the	consecrated,	the	priests,	and	the	
religious	fit	into	the	mystery	of	sex	and	marriage.

But	the	Theology	of	the	Body	is	not	just	about	sex	and	
marriage.	 It	 is	 about	 the	mystery	 of	 the	 human	
person,	and	Christopher	so	beautifully	unpacked	
John	Paul	II’s	teachings	with	us	during	the	week.	
And	there	is	a	lot	to	unpack;	after	all,	John	Paul	
II	 gave	 129	 general	 audiences	 between	 1979	
and	 1984	 on	 this	 topic	 alone.	 Having	 studied	
the	 Theology	 of	 the	 Body	 and	 been	 exposed	
to	 it	 over	 the	 years,	 I	was	 surprised	when	 this	
time	 it	 caught	my	heart	 off	 guard.	Christopher	
led	us	step	by	step	into	the	contemplation	of	this	
great	truth.	It	was	not	just	informational—it	was	
transformational.	 Now	 I	 am	 burning	 to	 share	
the	good	news	with	you	all.	But	 to	begin	with,	
we	must	remember	that	this	is	not	Christopher’s	
teaching,	and	 it	does	not	belong	 to	any	pope	(I	
think	they	would	heartily	agree).	The	Theology	
of	the	Body	is	the	message	of	the	Church.	It	 is	Christ’s	
message.

And	who	is	more	fitting	to	teach	Theology	of	the	Body	
than	Christ,	 the	Word	Made	 Flesh?	 The	 Incarnation	 is	
truly	at	the	heart	of	what	it	means	to	live	in	the	flesh	while	
partaking	in	the	Divine.	Think	of	what	it	means	that	our	
God	became	human—body	and	soul!	Think	of	 the	fact	
that	we,	 as	 humans,	 are	 spirit	 and	 body.	God	wants	 to	
raise	our	very	own	bodies	from	the	grave	to	live	forever.	
What	a	holy	thing	the	body	must	be!	Was	it	not	so	from	the	
beginning?	In	the	beginning	God	made	man	and	woman	
in	His	own	image.	Our	bodies	image	our	God.	Through	
the	body	the	invisible	is	made	visible.	All	creation	shows	
us	what	is	impossible	to	sense	with	our	eyes:	the	spiritual,	
the	Divine.	But	no	created	thing	comes	closer	to	speaking	
the	language	of	God	than	the	human	person!

So	what	is	God	saying	anyways?	

The	compatibility	of	man	and	woman	speaks	of	union	and	
communion.	It	is	no	wonder	that	God	said,	“It	is	not	good	
for	man	to	be	alone”(Gen	2:18).	Man	was	not	made	to	be	
by	himself.	Look	at	the	body	itself.	It	is	obviously	meant	
for	 relationship.	Man	 does	 not	make	 sense	 by	 himself.	

Woman	 does	 not	 make	 sense	 by	 herself.	 Persons	 are	
meant	for	another.	 If	you’ve	ever	experienced	a	 terrible	
loneliness,	then	you	know	what	I’m	talking	about.	There	
is	an	ache	and	a	hunger	in	every	person	to	be	with	another.	
To	know	and	love	the	beloved.	To	be	known	and	be	loved.

When	 God	 gave	 Adam	 and	 Eve	 to	 each	 other,	 He	
understood	 what	 He	 had	 just	 created.	 He	 knew	 they	
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needed	each	other.	He	 led	 them	to	union	and	 the	first	
marriage.	God	created	marriage.	And	God	saw	that	 it	
was	 very	 good.	 So	 what	 does	 marriage	 tell	 us	 about	
God?	It	tells	us	that	God	wants	to	‘marry	us’.	Yes,	God	
wants	 to	 ‘marry	us’!	Christ	 tells	us	 that	 in	heaven	no	
one	is	given	in	marriage.	Why?	Is	that	because	marriage	
is	bad?	No!	We	are	meant	for	marriage	for	all	eternity.	

Every	marriage	is	a	sign	of	the	intimacy	God	wants	to	have	
with	every	person.	In	other	words,	there	is	no	need	for	a	sign	
when	you	 share	 in	 the	 reality	 it	 points	 towards.	 (You	don’t	
need	a	sign	pointing	to	Regina,	when	you	are	in	Regina.)	In	
the	same	way,	there	is	no	marriage	in	heaven	because	all	will	
be	united	to	God	and	each	other	in	the	most	intimate	way.	

Since	 the	 beginning,	God	 has	 been	 telling	 us	 a	 love	 story.	
Adam	and	Eve	image	the	love	between	God	and	man.	God’s	
love	is	not	passing.	It	is	not	selfish.	It	is	not	forced	on	us.	It	is	
not	sterile.	It	is,	rather,	a	free	gift.	God	is	a	lover	who	gives	
Himself	 totally,	 without	 compromise.	 He	 is	 faithful	 from	
generation	to	generation—His	Love	brings	life!

My	 being	 a	 celibate	 has	 raised	 a	 few	 eyebrows,	 and	 I’m	
often	asked,	“But	don’t	you	want	to	get	married?”	A	valid	
question.	My	answer	usually	surprises	 them:	“Of	course	 I	
do!”	After	all,	marriage	is	holy	and	a	gift	from	God,	so	why	
shouldn’t	 I	desire	 it?	Like	all	humans	beings,	 I	want	very	
much	to	be	 in	union	with	 the	beloved.	I	want	 to	be	 loved!	
But,	 I	 can	 hear	 the	 music	 of	 the	 Divine	 Wedding	 Feast	
already	and	I	cannot	help	but	dance	right	here…	right	now!	
Living	celibacy	for	the	Kingdom	means	being	available	to	
all.	It	means	being	in	union	with	everyone,	just	as	we	will	be	
in	union	with	everyone	in	the	Kingdom.	And	in	a	way,	we	
are	all	invited	to	dance	right	now.	We	are	all	called	to	point	

beyond	 this	 life	 to	 the	Kingdom	 to	 come,	 our	Eternal	
Home.	Whether	 married	 or	 celibate,	 by	 virtue	 of	 our	
baptism,	we	are	all	called	to	live	life	in	the	hope	of	the	
world	to	come.	We	are	all	called	to	be	mystics.
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What I Learned from the Theology of the Body 
Veronica Ferri

Veronica Ferri grew up in Cold Lake, 
Alberta and Pembroke, Ontario. She 
studied theology and philosophy at 
Thomas Aquinas College in California. 

She loves playing piano and mandolin, 
dancing, and writing poetry. Veronica 
first came to Madonna House in 
Combermere, Ontario, in 2009 and 

became a member in 2011. She is 
now serving as a lay apostle in the 
Madonna House field house in 
Regina. She recently renewed her 

promises on June 8th 2012.

Continued on Page 27
...

bi
o 

ph
ot

o:
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

| ©
 V

er
on

ic
a 

Fe
rr

i

The Into the Heart: a Journey through Theology of the Body 
conference, featuring ToB expert Christopher West, is offered as part 
of St. Therese School’s annual open-to-the-public third trimester 
Springtime of the Faith Conferences. 

Watch for the 2013 ToB conference—you can “Like Us” on Facebook 
or join our mailing list at www.StTherese.ca to keep up-to-date!

left: Keynote presenter Christopher West brings the conference participants into a deeper 
understanding of God’s original design for humanity through his dynamic presentations on 
Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.
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Typically, this column provides book 
and music reviews for works created 

by friends of St. Therese Institute.  
This issue, however, we have a 

personal reflection from Mark Sebanc, 
author and Catholic thinker,  

on the role of beauty in his own life. 

“Pierced By Beauty — A Passion for Words”  ~ A Reflection by Mark Sebanc

E nglish teacher David McCullough Jr.’s “You Are Not 
Special” Commencement Address at Wellesley 
High School in suburban Boston has created quite 

a stir (Check out the video, which is quickly going viral). 
Wellesley is an elite institution that counts poetess Sylvia 
Plath as one of its graduates, while McCullough himself 
is a son of the Pulitzer Prize winning historian of the same 
name. McCullough’s is a witty, eloquent, mordantly wise 
argument. In summary, he counsels his students to renounce 
the prevailing culture of entitlement and to engage life 
instead with passion and intellectual curiosity. Here’s one 
of the high notes: “Be worthy of your advantages. And 
read… read all the time… read as a matter of principle, as 
a matter of self-respect. Read as a nourishing staple of life. 
Develop and protect a moral sensibility and demonstrate 
the character to apply it. Dream big. Work hard. Think for 
yourself. Love everything you love, everyone you love, 
with all your might.” This delicately balanced, insightful 
denunciation of complacency and mediocrity is reminiscent 
of the impassioned Commencement Address the late Steve 
Jobs delivered at Stanford in 2005, where he rises to stirring 
heights of eloquence. “Follow your heart,” he tells the 
students, “even when it leads you off the well-worn path.”
I think of the ways in which my own heart has led me off 
the well-worn path, specifically how throughout my life 
a love affair with words has propelled me metaphorically 
into those beguilingly uncharted regions symbolized in the 
conventions of medieval cartography by graphic pictures of 
sea serpents.
For me there have been a couple of signal moments of 
epiphany that I recognize quite vividly in retrospect as 
having changed the direction of my life, diverting me from 
a career in academia, which at one point was a real and 
beckoning possibility, towards a life of literary aspiration. 
I’ve mentioned before in interviews and elsewhere about 

the profound effect that C.S. Lewis’ hauntingly brilliant 
retelling of the story of the Fall in his Space Trilogy had 
on me as a Christian when I was an undergraduate. In a 
compelling, in fact, arresting turn of phrase, Lewis speaks 
of the work of George MacDonald as having baptized his 
imagination. This is a strongly evocative statement, but it’s 
precisely the role that Lewis played in my own embrace 
of the imagination as a preeminent means of illuminating 
deeper truths. After reading Lewis, it seemed that all the 
world’s academic theses and disquisitions on the Fall were 
as dust, trifling and ineffectual in comparison. In the end, I 
had been pierced to the core by beauty as a deeper, more 
powerful force than the formalities of discursive argument 
and reason.
My other encounter with the beauties of “word music” 
came at roughly the same time in my life, with my reading 
of English writer Malcolm Muggeridge’s autobiography, 
Chronicles of Wasted Time. As in the case of Lewis’ Space 
Trilogy, its flawless artistry proved a transformative 
experience for me—words used with virtuoso brilliance in 
rich, rolling cadences that had a sublime, symphonic quality. 
For days after the fact, Muggeridge’s flawlessly constructed 
periods, each word as delicately balanced and justly placed 
as the musical notes of a Mozart concerto, would echo 
through my mind like a profoundly haunting melody. It was 
a deeply etched and transfiguring aesthetic experience, 
and Muggeridge is rightly acknowledged as one the very 
greatest English prose stylists of the 20th century. Imagine 
how utterly thrilled I was a couple of years later, when as 
a student in Montreal I was assigned as Muggeridge’s 
chaperon and guide. He had been booked to give a lecture 
in town, and I was given the task of picking him up at the 
airport and keeping him entertained for the weekend. I 
remember going for

byBeauty
Pierced

Artistic offerings by
St. Therese Institute family and friends

Mark Sebanc is the co-author with Jim Anderson (STS Director) of The Stoneholding and Darkling 
Fields of Arvon, the first two novels in the Legacy of the Stone Harp fantasy series, published 
by Baen Books and distributed by Simon and Schuster. Mark is also the editor and translator of 
several books and holds a B.A. and M.A. in Classics from the University of Toronto. He lives in the 
upper Ottawa Valley of Ontario near Madonna House and blogs at www.stoneharp.com

...
Continued on Page 27

bi
o 

ph
ot

o:
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

| ©
 M

ar
k 

Se
ba

nc

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
 p

ho
to

: fl
ic

kr
.c

om
 | 

©
 K

en
 L

un
d 

| u
se

d 
un

de
r C

C 
BY

-S
A

 2
.0

 2
.0



PAGE 27THE LITTLE WAY - St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission

At	 this	 point,	 you	may	 be	wondering	 “Mystic?…	Me?”	
Yes,	 you!	 You	 can	 be	 a	 mystic—a	 mundane,	 ordinary,	
everyday	mystic.	A	mystic	is	someone	who	sees	reality	as	
it	truly	is.	That’s	it.	That’s	all.	So	simple.	I	heard	this	as	a	
personal	challenge.	Am	I	looking	at	life	through	the	lens	of	
that	great	mystery—that	God	loves	mankind?	The	reality	
is	this:	“God	so	loved	the	world	that	He	sent	His	only	Son”	
(John	3:16).	There	is	no	greater	husband	than	Christ,	Who	
poured	out	His	 life	 for	His	bride.	There	was	no	greater	
marriage	bed	than	the	Cross.	“Husbands	love	your	wives,	
as	Christ	 loved	the	Church”	(Eph	5:25).	How	did	Christ	
love	the	Church?	He	died	for	Her.	“Wives	be	submissive	
to	your	husbands”(1	Peter	3:1).	 I	never	 liked	 that	one	so	
much.	 It	 sounds	so	servile.	But	what	 is	Paul	saying?	To	
be	 sub-missive	means	 to	place	oneself	 under	 a	mission.	
What	 is	 the	mission	of	 the	husband?	The	mission	of	 the	
husband	is	to	love	his	wife	as	Christ	loved	the	Church.	So	
in-fact,	Paul	is	saying:	Wives	allow	your	husbands	to	love	
you	unto	death.	Receiving	that	kind	of	love	also	demands	a	
death	of	sorts,	a	self-surrender,	and	a	great	openness.	This	
mutual	gift	of	self	defines	every	aspect	of	marital	love.	

What	 a	 transformation	 takes	place	while	viewing	God’s	
Word	 in	 light	 of	 His	 plan	 to	 ‘marry	 us’.	 Genesis	 and	
Revelation	 are	 the	 two	 bookends	 holding	 the	 great	 love	
story	 of	God	 together.	 In	 the	 beginning	we	have	Adam	
and	 Eve,	 the	 first	 marriage.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Bible	 is	
the	book	of	Revelations.	This	is	not	a	book	of	doom	and	
gloom.	This	book	proclaims	the	wedding	of	the	Lamb!	In	
the	very	middle	of	the	Bible	we	find	the	Song	of	Songs,	the	
poetry	of	love…	a	love	song.	“Come	my	love,	my	lovely	
one,	come!”

Catherine	Doherty,	foundress	of	Madonna	House,	reflects	
on	this	love	song	as	she	says:	

Why should it be difficult to fall in love with God? In the 
Old Testament, Yahweh says, “Even if you have prostituted 
yourselves under every bush, come back to me, Israel,”…
Yahweh is the bride-groom of Israel; she is his spouse. 
Christ speaks to us constantly about being the bridegroom. 
The psalms speak of Him leaping over the hills to come to 
His beloved. The Song of Songs says, “He kissed me with 
the kisses of His mouth.” …We contemplate God as two 
lovers contemplate each other on park benches, and when 
they are alone, they hold hands and look deep into each 
other’s eyes. For us, prayer is like a woman contemplating 
her husband after the marriage act. Both lie still and gaze 
upon each other in silence.” (Soul	of	my	Soul, p. 11)

This	is	the	wild,	pulsating	dance	of	God	and	man.	And	as	
Christopher	reminds	us:	“Those	who	hear	not	the	music	
think	the	dancers	mad.”

Are	you	listening?	Can	you	hear	the	music?

~ Veronica Ferri

...I thank you all for the ‘everything’ that you have given. 
I thank you for the ‘everything’ that has gone into this 
process of purifying and refining these disciples of 
Christ, and sending them out to give the world a taste of 
something so very beautiful and pure and rare, something 
that the world so desperately needs! People may not 
know exactly what is different about the students that 
leave here, but they know something is different, just as 
my heart was moved by a short conversation with one of 
the students four years ago. I am now living a more joy-
filled, peace-filled life because of my own experience as 
a student—full of challenges and full of sweetness! I am 
alive due to the heart and soul of every staff and board 
member, every volunteer, and every benefactor, both 
spiritual and financial, of St.  Therese Institute of Faith 
and Mission. Whether it is time, money, or prayer, it is 
always and foremost a generous heart that is needed. And 
that is a sweet and rich blessing indeed.

So go for it!… Taste the sweetness of the Lord! Nothing 
else can compare.

~ Katie Fahlman

The Cost of Discipleship ...continued from Pg 31

Pierced by Beauty  ...continued from Pg 26 Hearing the Music ...continued from Pg 25
...walks with him on Mount Royal, for example, and 
pressing him for anecdotes about some of the famous 
literary personalities he had known in his long and 
distinguished life. For me, it was a never to be forgotten 
brush with literary immortality. 

Such are the encounters, such the life decisions that 
lead us off the well-worn path. It is often through life’s 
vagaries, its seemingly fortuitous and inconsequential 
details and unavoidable detours, that the Divine pulls on 
our heart strings and shapes our journey. Bound to beauty 
as by a slender strand, one as slight and insubstantial as 
a filament of thread but as strong as corded steel, our 
passions are just as apt to turn our feet down the paths 
we were made to walk as they are to play us false. In some 
inscrutable way, it’s the fashion of our making, a token 
of the fecundity and boundless majesty of the God in 
whose image we’re made. My encounters with literary 
genius, both sacred and secular, and my innate love of 
words and their artful use have brought into high relief 
the thread, coruscating like a jewel, that has guided me 
through the years, conducting my heart to a place where 
it has been pierced by beauties that foreshadow that final 
lifting of the veil.

~ Mark Sebanc
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Of  course, there many saints we will only meet in heaven, 
their causes for canonization will never be brought forward. 
But when one is raised, we are reminded and encouraged that 
we are not alone in this life; heaven pays attention to us. Blessed 
Kateri died in 1680, and in 2006 her miraculous intercession 
saved the life of  a little boy in Washington State. What a testa-
ment it is to the tenderness and the love of  God, and what a 
reminder of  our union with the communion of  saints, that a 
woman who died over 300 years ago, seemingly a world away in 
her historical and cultural experience, would tenderly touch and 
bring joy to a modern family, with its everyday struggles and 
concerns. And what a testament it is that this miracle should be 
the means of  securing Kateri’s cause for canonization.

In this column of  The Little Way, we typically highlight the 
life of  a saint whose witness will enrich us as the spiritual chil-
dren of  St. Thérèse of  Lisieux. We look to those who remind 
us of  her walk, her courage, and her faith. When he beatified 
Kateri Tekakwitha on June 22, 1980, Blessed Pope John Paul 
II brought to light a bond between Kateri and Thérèse when 
he described Kateri as a woman “preceding along the path of  
love [of], her great spiritual sister, Thérèse of  the Child Jesus.” 
It is not often that we have a saint to celebrate who is so close 
to our Thérèse as to be called her “spiritual sister.”

In February of  this year, Pope Benedict XVI announced that 
on October 21, 2012, he would declare Blessed Kateri Tekak-
witha a Saint. While, we as Canadians may hope to lay claim to 
her as our own—although born in New York State, she spent 
her last years in the St. Xavier Christian Iroquois Mission near 
Montreal, Quebec, where her remains still rest—her impor-
tance transcends national boundaries. As an Algonquin 
woman, she is a special blessing to the First Nations 
peoples whose heritage is not defined by the borders 
of  one or another country.

In the spirit of  St. Thérèse, who tells us that 
our intentions mean everything to God, per-
haps we may dare presume to share this 
new saint, through our baptismal unity, in 
a special way with Christians of  the First 
Nations. Perhaps Saint Kateri herself  will 
be a bond of  unity, a sister to us all in 
faith, blessing us all with her presence, 
her patronage, and her prayers. In this 
season of  “Truth and Reconciliation,” 
this season of  healing past hurts between 
the immigrant peoples and the peoples 
of  the First Nations, we are in a time of  
awareness, honesty, repentance, reconcilia-
tion and healing for peoples of  all nations. 
It is a consolation for all of  us, then, to have 
such a gentle, quiet witness graced and hon-
oured with the title of  Saint as an intercessor 
and a bridge-builder between this world and the 
next, and between the many peoples of  this world.

by Lisa AndersonKateri Tekakwitha
  Another Little Flower in God’s Garden

Kateri Tekakwitha statue at St. Francis Cathedral in Santa Fe, NM.
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Jake Finkbonner had a powerful intercessor, connected to him 
through circumstances shared across centuries; he, too, faced a 
life threatening disease that at the very least would cause terri-
ble scarring of  his face. The family’s parish priest, knowing that 
Jake’s family heritage included the Lummi First Nations, sug-
gested the Finkbonners pray to Blessed Kateri. The day after a 
relic of  Kateri was pinned to Jake’s pillow, the infection ceased 
and his recovery began. 

As a result of  this miracle, which Pope Benedict approved 
December 19, 2011, we have another sister to appeal to in 
heaven. Although her heritage and experience may seem far 
removed from our patroness’ life in France, there are remarkable 
similarities: both young women were fully dedicated in their love 
of  God; both offered Christ their virginity at a young age; both 
lost mothers at age four and suffered a life threatening disease; 
both embraced a life of  simple service, love and humility; both 
died at the young age of  twenty four; and each died with words 
of  love for her Beloved on her lips—Thérèse, “My God, I love 
You!” and Kateri, “Jesus, I love you!”

For Kateri, her name signals another tender link to the spir-
ituality of  love that she shares with St. Thérèse, and to which 
Blessed Pope John Paul II first drew our attention.  As a result 
of  her battle with smallpox, Kateri suffered from partial blind-
ness. Tekakwitha literally means “The One Who Walks Groping 
For Her Way.” Perhaps we—as friends of  the Little Flower, who 
was happy to be unnoticed, unremarked upon, and forgotten—
can draw closer to this little humble “Lily of  the Mohawks” as 
we imagine her suffering silently and encouraging us, too, as we 
grope along the Little Way.

And so, in the days to come, may these two lilies in the 
hand of  God—the European: St. Thérèse, the Little Flower, 
co-patron of  the missions and missionaries; and the Abo-
riginal, St. Kateri, the Lily of  the Mohawks, the first First 
Nations Saint—may these two great little sisters of  ours lead 
us all, of  whatever heritage we may be, along the little way—
that path of  humility, of  peace, of  reconciliation, of  unity, 
and of  love.

by Lisa Anderson

Lisa Anderson teaches Church History at St. Therese. She graduated from Franciscan University of Steubenville after completing studies in history and education.  In addition to teaching at  St.  Therese, she educates her three sons.

Blessed Kateri 
was born in New 

France in 1656, the 
daughter of  a Mohawk 

chieftain. Hers was a life lived 
in all the simplicity of  a tribal culture, and all of  the difficulty. She 
was vulnerable, both as a woman and later as a Christian, repeat-
edly ridiculed for her new faith and for her decision to dedicate 
her virginity to Christ. She was no stranger to suffering, losing her 
parents and her brother to smallpox when she was only four years 
old. While she herself  recovered from the disease, she was left 
with scars that marred her face and affected her eyesight. She was 
adopted by her extended family, but her conversion and her desire 
to dedicate her virginity to Christ put her at odds with her culture, 
which expected her to provide for her future through marriage. 
Eventually, her Christian aunt convinced her to move to a Chris-
tian village farther north in Kahnawake, south of  Montreal on 
the St. Lawrence river. Here Kateri continued to grow in her faith 
with the guidance of  Jesuit missionaries stationed there.

Through receiving Baptism and later consecrating her life and 
virginity to Christ, Kateri made incredible acts of  faith. She would 
lead the way forward for others who must surrender what they 
know of  life and culture, for the unity and security found in God 
alone. Still, living within her culture, but not bound by its expecta-
tions, Kateri embraced all of  the work and care involved in her 
tradition, as a woman contributing to the daily needs of  her 
village. She was happy to live in prayer, service of  others, and 
in great humility, while fully dependent on Jesus, secure in the 
joy she found in his love and compassion, and the consola-
tion she experienced knowing of  his care and solicitude for 
all her needs. She is known as the “Lily of  the Mohawks,” 
and as one of  North America’s first converts to the faith, she 
lived the call in St. Matthew’s Gospel, to be a lily in the field 
cared for by the Father, not needing to worry about anything.

The approved miracle for Blessed Kateri’s cause for 
canonization occurred in 2006. A six year old boy fell 

while playing basketball and cut his lip. He contracted 
a flesh-eating bacterium from the cut, which infected 

his lip and face. The boy’s lips, cheeks and forehead 
were eaten away by the infection in the weeks that 
followed the seemingly minor injury, and doctors 
told the boy’s parents that he would die. But little 
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love maple syrup. The real stuff. Not maple-
flavoured syrup, but maple syrup. Preferably 

fresh, like my grandpa used to make, but I will 
settle for the store-bought kind shipped in from 
Quebec at $20 a litre. I will purchase “no-name” 
brand everything else, but I will save my dollars 
for real maple syrup or go without until I can 
afford some. Why, you might ask? Because I 
know what it takes to get pure maple syrup.

I remember as a child watching my grandpa tap 
the maple trees and was over the moon when 
I saw the many tins of sap collected from the 
trees and poured into the large vat over the 
fire. “Wow,” I thought to myself, “this will last 
forever, and maybe we will even get to take some 
home, and there would be enough for all of us 
kids!” So, you can imagine my disappointment 
when, after all that work collecting and boiling 
all of that sap, only one jar of the actual syrup 
was produced. What cost! A forty to one 
ratio—so much invested for so little apparent 
return. But the taste … Oh, the taste! Nothing 
else can compare. 

Now, what does maple syrup, the real stuff, 
and being a student here at St.  Therese have in 
common? Well, a lot of work and resources go 
into both. And the end result? Pure, refined and 
oh, so sweet!

My first experience of St.  Therese Institute was 
when I met a student during its first year of 
operation. I got a taste of what life was like at 
St. Therese just by being in her presence. She was 
alive! The joy that she had and the life that was 
in her. After meeting her, I knew my life would 
never be the same. I had a new desire—a desire 
to be alive. I experienced all of this in only a 

short conversation. I wanted what she had and I 
wanted to discover more about how this program 
at St. Therese could benefit me. 

Being a student of St. Therese demanded a lot of 
me, the most obvious were nine months and the 
program fees. Of course, these are the two biggest 
things the majority of us are short on: time and 
money. Much personal sacrifice was involved in 
my giving of these two things. But there was a 
deeper sacrifice involved, one of self-surrender. 
This was an opportunity for me to get to know 
who God is and who I am, and in order to do this 
a lot of “me, myself and I” had to go. From my own 
experience, I would say a lot did go: attitudes, 
desires, behaviours, experiences, masks, walls, 
‘security blankets’, coping mechanisms, my will. 
These all had to be surrendered, the good and the 
bad. In a sense, it all got collected and poured 
into a large vat over a fire—the vat of St. Therese 
and the fire of God’s mercy, that is—to be refined 
and to be made pure. It took surrender and trust 
on my part and a lot of resources on the part of 
St. Therese Institute. 

Now I am on staff, and each year that I am 
here I become ever more aware of what goes 
into this program. I am amazed by how much 
heart, soul... how much everything of the staff 
and benefactors of St. Therese also gets poured 
into this vat over this fire. The coordination of 
the nine months of formation, from the smallest 
details of the daily schedule of prayer, study and 
community life, to the overall monthly schedule 
of community talks, classes in the Catholic faith, 
prayer ministry, and recreation, all encompassed 
by the whole flow of the nine months. How 

Katie Fahlman
St. Therese Development Coordinator

The Cost of
Discipleship

I  



do I put into words the human cost? The material 
expenditure in people and resources that is spent 
cultivating a place like this, and a program like this, 
that it might yield this pure sweetness in our students’ 
lives, is enormous! I could go into detail about the 
whats and whys of the program itself, but space and 
time prohibit it, so I will simply invite you to come 
out and visit us to see for yourself. Or, at least, read 
the alumni update section of this newsletter—you 
will witness the pure and refined stuff in the lives of 
the members of this family of St.  Therese. You will 
witness how our hearts have been touched, how we 
are taking what we have experienced here and how 
this is infused in every part of our daily life, wherever 
and whatever that may be!

It brought joy to my heart as I got to touch base 
with the majority of my fellow alumni to gather this 
information. I myself was so edified and consoled and 
inspired hearing how they are walking the Little Way 
of St. Thérèse—being Christ’s light in this world, 
through their struggles and through their joys, just 
by doing their daily work. I often get caught up in 
the details of the program here or my ‘struggle of 
the day,’ whatever it happens to be. My faith starts 
to feel like it’s being watered down with my worries 
and stresses and failures. I tend to forget about the 
essence—the purity of heart that I have experienced 
when I recognize my weakness, remember Who is in 
charge, and then get on with the task at hand. To live 
out of this truth … now that has power, that carries 
strength, that will last a lifetime, that is being alive 
and does not compare with any other efforts, ideas, 
or successes that I could have striven 
for or accomplished on my own.

The cost of raising a disciple is 
high, indeed. They say it takes a 
village to raise a child; well, it 

Katie Fahlman (STS 2010) is the  Development 
Coordinator at St.  Therese Institute of Faith 
and Mission. To learn more about support 
opportunities through which you can help others 
experience the same life-changing growth she 
experienced at St. Therese, please contact her.

SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE:
project: NEW PHOTOCOPIER       status: $10,000 goal by mid-August / $265 raised to-date

Another change we are looking forward to after five years is investing in a digital photocopier!  Our 
current archaic machine is ‘Frankencopier’—a piecemeal creation by our own James Riley, who recently 
took apart three broken photocopiers to make one that should get us through the next few months.

Our local supplier has provided us great quote on a gently used color copier / multifunction machine 
that includes all toner, parts and maintenance. This would enable us to meet our printing needs more 
efficiently  – whether it be in the administration and accounting area,  producing the materials required 
for the students and  program participants, or being able to publish The Little Way magazine in-house. 
Overall, it would provide a huge savings of time and resources.

Please call Katie @ 306.369.2555 or visit www.StTherese.ca to assist in this or other projects.

takes a Church to raise a disciple. The students must 
do their part; they must make the investment of time 
and money, but most of all they must surrender and 
make the investment of self. For my part, taking out 
a loan and leaving a job to come to St.  Therese was 
nothing compared to letting go of my own desires and 
ambitions, my own ‘knowing what’s best for me’, my 
own “self preservation” techniques, my dreams. But 
I would do it all over again if I could. We students 
haul these tins of sap, in large quantities and pour it 
into that vat over the fire. We are emptied, we pour 
out our selves, our desires, our expectations, only for 
these to be purified by God, in God. And in return 
we are filled with sweetness: God’s own desires, 
expectations, love and mercy.

But there is more than just the student’s “sap” required 
for this costly, crazy, holy reduction to happen. There 
is need of more to be poured out to offer this kind of 
program, to make this a place for God’s purification 
to occur, to form disciples’ hearts in the students who 
come here. This more is the spiritual and financial 
support of our benefactors, support which has changed 
the lives of seventy-three  students, myself included, 
not to mention the lives of the many others who have 
attended our conferences or visited St.  Therese over 
the past five years. The cost of discipleship is high, but 
the rewards are worth it.

In my role as the 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
and Recruitment 
Coordinator, ...
Continued on Page 27

The creation of ‘Frankencopier’.
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Dear Friends of St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission,

It is truly a blessing to give.

This is, �irst of all, a message of thanks. Thank you to God, for all the great blessings that He 
has given us in these �irst �ive years of St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission. These bless-
ings come in varied ways. The blessing of being able to give our time and our efforts toward 
the operation of St. Therese Institute, toward the formation of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, especially through the School of Faith and Mission and through the Healing and 
Growth Centre’s triumph program, and through all the programming at St. Therese. I have 
also seen many other people being blessed, such as those who helped us with the boiler 
repairs and those who have supported us in many ways with their time, their efforts, their 
gifts, and their �inancial support. Many people support us with their prayers and also by 
their kind and encouraging words. These are all very important to us, as the challenges we 
face are many.

Here at St. Therese Institute, many people volunteer their time and our staff work for far less 
than they could earn in the business world: they do this out of a generous devotion to God 
and a strong desire to do His will out of love in this place. We believe that generosity is a very 
important gift from God, and sometimes we each have to nurture this in our self so that this 

gift may grow. Generosity brings down God's graces and blessings on both oneself as the giver and 
on the recipients of our generosity, so that all may continue to do God's work.

We sincerely thank you, all our supporters, for your generosity in the past, which has enabled us to 
do the good work to which we have been called. We also ask you to please continue to be generous 
with us in the future, so that we may continue to do God's work here. We pray, always, that God will 
bless you and your families for your good work in helping us to carry out His plan at St. Therese.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all of us at St. Therese, I thank you again and assure you that 
you are all in our daily prayers.

In the peace of Christ,

Jerry Kristian
Chair, St. Therese  Board of Directors

-=- P.O. Box 310    Bruno, SK, Canada    S0K 0S0 -=-
Phone / Fax: (306) 369-2555 - web: www.StTherese.ca   - email: office@StTherese.ca
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Dear Friends of St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission,

It is truly a blessing to give.

This is, �irst of all, a message of thanks. Thank you to God, for all the great blessings that He 
has given us in these �irst �ive years of St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission. These bless-
ings come in varied ways. The blessing of being able to give our time and our efforts toward 
the operation of St. Therese Institute, toward the formation of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, especially through the School of Faith and Mission and through the Healing and 
Growth Centre’s triumph program, and through all the programming at St. Therese. I have 
also seen many other people being blessed, such as those who helped us with the boiler 
repairs and those who have supported us in many ways with their time, their efforts, their 
gifts, and their �inancial support. Many people support us with their prayers and also by 
their kind and encouraging words. These are all very important to us, as the challenges we 
face are many.

Here at St. Therese Institute, many people volunteer their time and our staff work for far less 
than they could earn in the business world: they do this out of a generous devotion to God 
and a strong desire to do His will out of love in this place. We believe that generosity is a very 
important gift from God, and sometimes we each have to nurture this in our self so that this 

gift may grow. Generosity brings down God's graces and blessings on both oneself as the giver and 
on the recipients of our generosity, so that all may continue to do God's work.

We sincerely thank you, all our supporters, for your generosity in the past, which has enabled us to 
do the good work to which we have been called. We also ask you to please continue to be generous 
with us in the future, so that we may continue to do God's work here. We pray, always, that God will 
bless you and your families for your good work in helping us to carry out His plan at St. Therese.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all of us at St. Therese, I thank you again and assure you that 
you are all in our daily prayers.

In the peace of Christ,

Jerry Kristian
Chair, St. Therese  Board of Directors

Help Others Discoverthe power of God’s healing love through St. Therese’s triumph: Results God Gives program.  Please share the enclosed brochures, hang up the poster in a public location or business, and post/tweet the link www.St-T.ca/triumph on the web.

Please tell others about ‘triumph’ ->
And, you can �nd out more yourself at
www.St-T.ca/triumph .

Items we need:
  • digital photocopier
     - 11”x17” capable 
     - networkable 
     - with booklet 
         finisher/stapler
     - will help us save time
         and money by 
         reducing the amount 
         of print ‘out-sourcing’ 
         and travel to 
         Saskatoon that we
         currently do.
  • your  regular 
       financial support
  • MS Office 2010 (x5)
  • outdoor nativity 
      scene (large)
  • AV equipment for 
      video presentations
      in class/conf.  rooms
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http://www.StTherese.ca/files/StT_2012-2013_triumph_poster200.pdf
http://www.StTherese.ca/files/StT_2012-2013_triumph_brochure100.pdf
http://www.St-T.ca/triumph
http://www.StTherese.ca/donate
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