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The tree was an apple tree in the St. 
Therese orchard, and he told us how 
severely he had pruned it, cutting it 
much, much farther back that he would 
have normally. He said it was common 
practice to prune a tree by 25%, but this 
tree he cut back by over 50%! It had 
been left too long untended, he said, and 
he pruned it hard to bring out its natural 
vitality. In fact, looking at the poor thing, 
he had cut it to the point that made one 
think that the tree had been too badly 
damaged and would never survive. But 
the tree thrived. Not only did it thrive, 
but come spring it burst into bloom and 
promised healthy and bounteous yields 
of fruit for years to come.

He looked at the students. He said he 
saw that the St. Therese family had 
been pruned, and pruned hard, by all 
of the challenges and difficulties that 
had faced us through the very first 
year of St. Therese School of Faith 
and Mission. He saw in the tree and in 
the people at St. Therese a connection 
— both had been severely pruned, 
and both now promised to bear much 
fruit. The tree he offered the inaugural 
class as a symbolic gift calling it 

A Lesson from an Apple Tree

What a year it’s been — a year of 
challenges and growth, a year 

of trials and grace, a year of suffering 
and a year of great, great blessing and 
hope!

In preparation for our Commissioning 
Celebration on June 7, a day of joy 
for all of us as the inaugural class was 
blessed and encouraged by Bishop 
LeGatt to bear the light of Christ into 
the world, words of Catherine Doherty 
came to my attention. She said, “Love 
and joy are the fruit of faith, sacrifice, 
and pain.”

These words might seem harsh, dismal, 
even dire, but as I turn them over in my 
heart and think of the experiences we 
have had at St. Therese over the past 
several months, I come to recognize the 
truth and depth of beauty contained in 
them. Perhaps an analogy, a parable, if 
you will, might serve to illustrate.

In the final days of our year here at St. 
Therese, as everybody, staff and students 
alike, was madly scrambling to wind 
things up for the formation program, 
prepare for the Commissioning, put 
the finishing touches on the “Triumph 
of Humility” production, and get ready 
to travel across the country to the 
Eucharistic Congress in Quebec City, 
Tom Duggleby, our orchard manager, 
gave us a gift that was heaven sent.

It happened during supper one evening, 
Tom walked into the dining hall with 
a three-fold gift which he offered us, 
and the students in particular, by way 
of thanks for the great witness that we 
had been to him through the year as 
he quietly watched the group from the 
wings. He came with a bucket of ice 
cream in his hands, a prayer which, he 
told us with a tear in his eye, was an 
Irish blessing that his mother used to 
pray over him, and a tree.

“The Commissioning Tree”, and two 
pictures will hang side by side in the 
halls of St. Therese for years to come: 
one of the sixteen commissioned 
students of the inaugural year, and one 
of the Commissioning Tree.

What Tom saw in the students, I too 
witnessed — joy and love, a real 
nitty-gritty, down to earth joy and 
love, one that has been, and continues 
to be, tried and purified by God’s 
loving hand of discipline. It is the 
joy and love that was seen by the 
many people who came to visit us 
throughout the year, by the hundreds 
at our Grand Opening in February and 
the Commissioning in June, and by 
thousands at the Eucharistic Congress 
in Quebec City when the St. Therese 
crowd in their blue St. Therese jackets 
moved around the Eucharistic City 
and I heard comment after comment 
of people saying things like: “Who 
are those guys? They’re so joy-filled!” 
and “Are those your students?” or “St. 
Therese in Bruno? Yes, I’ve heard 
about you all!” And people sang with 
us, walked with us, laughed and cried 
with us, prayed with us — but most of 
all, just wanted to be with us.

Jim Anderson, M.A. Theo. - School Director
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promise that he made to Jeremiah and 
makes anew to us, as he says, “For 
I know well the plans I have for you, 
plans for a future full of hope!”

And so, as I reflect on the words “Love 
and joy are the fruit of faith, sacrifice, 
and pain,” and think about the past 
year and set my sights on the next, I 
feel like an old prospector looking to 
the overshadowing mountains with 
the dream of gold in his heart and say,  
“There’s hope in them there words!”

Jim Anderson 

Recently, Benedict XVI, wrote an 
encyclical letter on the subject of 
hope. In the introduction of his letter, 
he states: “we have been given hope, 
trustworthy hope, by virtue of which 
we can face our present: the present, 
even if it is arduous, can be lived and 
accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we 
can be sure of this goal, and if this goal 
is great enough to justify the effort of 
the journey.” And, in the final analysis, 
it is hope that I am left with as I reflect 
on the past year and look forward to 
the next, a hope in God’s promise both 
fulfilled in the past year and anticipated 
in the next, a confidence in God’s 

Background and Above: 
Tom Duggleby’s “Commissioning Tree” in 

full bloom in the St. Therese orchard.

Inset Above: The Inaugural Class of 2008 
 (also in full bloom) during the 

Commissioning Mass on June 7.
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Coming Back to the Vine

Lorne Stang, his wife Carolline Lajoie-
Stang, and their fellow students found 
their year at St. Therese was a great 
opportunity for spiritual growth. Lorne 
was chosen to represent the Inaugural 
Class of 2008 as their Valedictorian: 
below is a transcript of his address given 
at the Commissioning Ceremonies on 
June 7, 2008. Lorne and Carolline will 
be spending this next year working in 
the “vineyard” with CCO at Dalhousie 
University in Halifax, NS.

I   once heard it said, “the Glory  
 of God is man fully alive.”  

(St. Irenaeus, Adv. haeres. 4, 20, 7: PG 7/1, 
1037) What does it mean to be fully 
alive? I’ll share with you my experience 
of being fully alive.

Let’s start by sharing a brief synopsis of 
my life before coming to St. Therese. I 
grew up in a mediocre size family of 16 
children. Having 10 brothers, 5 sisters 
and 2 humble parents, I lived a truly 
wonderful childhood. I really enjoyed 
grade school, and after finishing high 
school, I attended university and 
travelled a fair bit. It seemed anywhere 
I went, I could fit in and make lots of 
friends. What a ‘nice’ life I lived.

However, in a subtle but very powerful 
way, I had caught what I’ll call the 
‘Worldly Sickness.’ It seems the Worldly 
Sickness manifests itself in many ways. 
However, the end result is the same: our 
heart is captured by something other 
than the Everlasting. 

Branches do not live very long when they 
are not attached to the vine. Growing up 
in a loving, Christian home, I look back 
now and see that my parents allowed 
me to be a branch firmly connected to 
the vine. By the grace of God, I was a 
branch covered in beautiful flowers.

life. I was not the shining light that Jesus 
had asked me to be. I was not the living 
and moving Gospel that my mom and 
dad had clearly communicated to me 
everyday by their actions, namely their 
love for one another and the Church. 
Be careful how you live and act: you 
might be the only Gospel some people 
ever read.

With deep repentance, I say that I 
separated myself from the True Vine. 
I know that as I made these choices to 
separate  from the vine, something deep 
inside slowly started to die. I’m sure 
nobody would have noticed because I 
was able to cover up the wounds with 
partying, girls, sports and all other things 
associated with ‘cool guys.’ Anyway, I 
don’t need to say much more about this: 
it’s time to cue in St. Therese School of 
Faith and Mission, and all that comes 
with it.

I remember my first few weeks at St. 
Therese. In between classes – they 
weren’t your regular classes, more a 
time for people to share what is was 
like to be attached to the vine – in 
between these classes, I’d run back to 
my room and cry because something 
inside of me had come alive again. I 
experienced the peace that the world 
cannot give. As the year went on, so 
did the onslaught of truth, hope and 
joy. I became excited about the faith. 
I began to hunger for the living bread. 
I even experience the beauty and glory 
of the Church. I knew deep down inside 
that Fr. Scott McCaig (Moderator for the 
Companions of the Cross in Ottawa. McCaig 
guest-lectured at the beginning of April 2008) 
wasn’t lying when he said, “We’re not 
the Catholic Historical Society. We’re 
the Church of the living God. And God 
is on the move.”

I see St. Therese School as a spiritual 
hospital, a place for people to come 

I think when I left home, I experienced 
the world in its fullness. Looking back, 
it seems as though I entered a world of 
mirrors, always focusing on myself. 
What did I see? I saw what a beautiful 
branch I was. The world said the same 
old foolish thing: “Detach yourself 
from the vine – you don’t need it 
anymore.” I was too weak and selfish. 
I started putting things ahead of the 
Lord. I was building my own kingdom. 
I still attended Sunday Mass, but the 
Lord was not my shepherd. I wanted 
to succeed in the eyes of the world and 
the vine was not much help, especially 
certain teachings of the Church.

I now clearly see that I had separated 
myself from the vine. Although we never 
talked about such things, I’m sure my 
closest university friends had no idea I 
was a follower of Jesus Christ. I guess 
how could they? I never talked like one, 
and most of all, I never acted like one.

Even my very family had lots of reasons 
to wonder about the foundation of my 

Lorne Stang, Valedictorian of the Inaugural 
Class of 2008, attended St. Therese with 

 his wife, Carolline Lajoie-Stang.
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alive again, to connect to the vine. It all 
fits together nicely because St. Therese 
herself is a Doctor of the Church. We 
know St. Therese was firmly connected 
to the vine. Two months before her death, 
when someone said to her, “you are a 
Saint,” she answered, “My soul appears 
to you to be all brilliant and golden 
because it is exposed to the rays of the 
love. If the divine Son stops sending me 
His fire,  I would immediately become 
dark and full of shadow.”

To be connected to the vine is to be 
fully alive: 

“I am the True Vine, and my Father 
is the Vine dresser. Every branch in 
Me that bears no fruit, He cuts away, 
and every branch that does bear fruit, 
He prunes to make it bear even more 
fruit. As a branch cannot bear fruit 
all by itself but must remain part of 
the vine, neither can you unless you 
remain in Me. I am the vine and you 
are the branches. Whoever remains 
in Me, with Me in him, bears fruit in 
plenty, for cut off from Me, he can 
do nothing. Anyone who does not 
remain in me is like a branch that has 

the same vine, and that’s pretty tight if 
you know what I’m saying. 

I won’t say much more about us: it’s 
been said all year long. I think we 
all just know (that we know, that we 
know) that something very profound 
happened in Bruno this year. Now we 
have a destination, and we can move 
with a purpose.

To Jim Anderson (director of School 
component of St. Therese), Andras Tahn 
(Executive Director of St. Therese) & Jerry 
Kristian (director of Healing & Growth 
Center component of St. Therese): 

When Jesus founded His church on 
Peter, He asked him the same question 
three times, “Peter, do you love me?” I 
understand why the Lord chose you three 
pillars, or three rocks if you like, a solid 
foundation for the school to stand on.

To all those who support us in any way, 
which is everyone here: 

Thank you for coming to witness the 
goodness of the Lord. I want you to 
know that my life has been changed in 
an awesome way. I suspect that when 
I start a family, my children will be 
changed because of St. Therese School, 
and my children’s children too. Are you 
seeing the big picture? Is it any wonder 
that St. Therese is the Patron Saint of 
Missionaries?

So, soon we will journey on from being 
students at St. Therese. We must not 
cling to the little bubble we lived in 
but let it ascend and bless us. And now 
we are alive with a new spirit. Yes, it is 
the Lord who makes all things new. As 
Fr. Clair Watrin (St. Therese School’s 
chaplain) said, “put yourself in the path 
of grace. Stay close to the Lord; without 
Him there is no life.”

Lorne Stang 

  

been thrown away: he withers. These 
branches are collected and thrown 
on a fire and they are burned. It is 
to the glory of My Father that you 
should bear much fruit and then you 
will be my disciples. I have told you 
this so that My own joy may be in you 
and your joy be complete. You did 
not choose me, and I commissioned 
you to go out and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last.” John 15: 1-8

Yes, to be connected to the vine is to be 
truly alive.

To my classmates:

I would not be lying if I said in the truest 
way, we played together, we learned 
together, we sang together, we laughed 
together, we cried together, we danced 
together, we cleaned together, we were 
silent together, we prayed together, we 
stumbled together, we got up together, 
and each day at daily Mass, we ate and 
drank together at the heavenly banquet. 
What a beautiful bond we all share. I 
suspect that some of us will never cross 
paths again on this side, but still we are 
bonded by the Spirit of God, attached to 

The Inaugural Class of 2008    Front [l to r]: Nicole Brodner, Denise Becker, Lorne Stang, 
Kathleen Wolfe Mandalyn LeGrange; middle: Jean Amyotte, Emily Arsenault, André Rivet, 

Carolline Lajoie-Stang, Alisha Weiler, Vincent Brûlé, Naomi Senten; back: Fred Bull, 
Jonathan Inskip, Tristen Greenslade, Daniel Carreiro.
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Far top left: The students process in for the Commissioning Mass 
& Ceremony, led by altar servers (l to r) students Lorne Stang, 

Vincent Brûlé and Daniel Carreiro.

Top left: student Tristen Greenslade (our first American student) 
singing in procession.

Center left: Mass choir, (l to r) Lisa Anderson, director Jim Ander-
son, Alisha Weiler, Mandalyn LeGrange, Kathleen Wolfe, Carolline 

Lajoie-Stang. Not in visible in phone: Janine Boulanger, Garth 
Wruck, Emily Arsenault, Tristen Greenslade, Naomi Senten.

Bottom left: A view from behind the altar towards the approximate-
ly 200 guests who attended the ceremonies.

Above: Bishop Albert LeGatt (Saskatoon, SK) (center), with 
Fr. Robert MacKenzie, Cupar, SK (left) and Fr. Clair Watrin, CSB,  
St. Therese Chaplain (right) elevate Jesus’ Body & Blood during 

the Eucharistic Prayer

   Commissioning of the Inaugural Class - June 7, 2008

The first students to graduate 
from a year of faith formation 

at St. Therese School of Faith and 
Mission were commissioned June 7 
by Bishop Albert LeGatt.

Following the celebration of the 
Eucharist in the auditorium of the 
former Ursuline convent in Bruno 
where the Catholic school opened in 

the fall of 2007, LeGatt joined Chap-
lain Rev. Clair Watrin and board chair 
Jerry Kristian in presenting certificates 
and a hand-crafted ceramic crucifix to 
the 16 program graduates of 2008.

In his homily, the bishop said that 
it is through an experience of God’s 
love that we begin to respond in love, 
in service and mission. Reflecting 

on God’s love, the call is to then go 
forth to take that transforming love 
to others, he said. “May the Spirit 
always guide you. May the Lord be 
powerful in your lives wherever you 
may go.”

The commissioning program 
included a banquet, testimonials and 

...continued on page 9
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Left: The Commissioning Blessing 
(Top left) Mandalyn LeGrange receives 
a crucifix from Fr. Clair Watrin as (l to r) 
chairman Jerry Kristian, Bishop Albert 

LeGatt, Lisa Anderson and Robert 
MacKenzie look on. 

(Immediate left) Fr. Watrin presents 
Jonathan Inskip with a clay crucifix, 

handmade by Bruno artisan, 
Berget Pulvermacher. 

(Lower left) Bishop LeGatt imparts his 
blessing upon Fred Bull.

(Bottom left) Bishop LeGatt congratulates 
Nicole Brodner. 

Below: Each student had an opportunity 
to tell of what God had done in their lives 

during their 9-months at St. Therese. 
Below, Alisha Weiler (left) and André Rivet  

(right) relate their experiences.

Right: The Inaugural Class of 2008 
(l to r) André Rivet (Bruno, SK, holding one of 
his 5 children), Daniel Carreiro (Saskatoon, 

SK), Jonathan Inskip (Salmon Arm, BC), 
Tristen Greenslade (Rochester, MN, USA), 
Carolline Lajoie-Stang (Greenvalley, ON), 
Kathleen Wolfe (Saskatoon, SK), Emily 

Arsenault (St. Nicolas, PEI), Vincent Brûlé 
(Albertville, SK), Fred Bull (Calgary, AB), 

Denise Becker (Regina, SK), Alisha Weiler 
(North Battleford, SK), Nicole Brodner (Regina, 
SK), Lorne Stang (Macklin, SK), Jean Amyotte 
(Edmonton, AB), Naomi Senten (Edmonton, 

AB) and Mandalyn LeGrange (Camrose, AB).

Left: Students Emily Arsenault 
and Daniel Carreiro MC’d the 

evening program. 

Below: Les Dubé, a benefactor 
of St. Therese (top), Sr. Alexis 

Taphorm, on behalf of the 
Ursulines of Bruno (center) 

and Gregor Kehrig, on behalf 
of the Town of Bruno (bottom), 
were among the many guests 
who brought congratulations 

to the School & Inaugural 
Class.
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Commissioned to Joy

A  ..beautiful, well-planned ceremony 
to commission the graduates of St. 

Therese School’s inaugural class: the 
result of hard work. Planning to bring 
the light of Christ to a dark, desperate 
world with some of the most beautiful 
people I’ve ever met: priceless.

On June 7, 2008, I agreed to go coura-
geously into the world, bearing the light 
of Christ, along with my fellow gradu-
ates of the St. Therese School of Faith 
and Mission.  The term “graduates,” 
however, is used for lack of a better term; 
our Commissioning Ceremony was one 
of an extremely different nature than that 
of a graduation.  As our director, Jim 
Anderson, had explained to me earlier 
on in the year, “graduation” indicates a 
looking backward, over one’s shoulder at 
what has taken place. “Commissioning,” 
instead, sets the eyes on a vast horizon, 
on the journey ahead, and suggests that 
all that has taken place will only come to 
fullness in the living out of it.

As an alumnus to this incredible place, I 
can only begin to contemplate the beauty 
of this fullness as sixteen of us head back 
to our homes and onto the new callings 
our Father has for us.

After nine months of community life, 
Catholic education, and remarkable spir-
itual enrichment, we are better prepared 
than ever to live out our mission as 
Christians in the capacity to which we 
are called: as wives, fathers, priests, reli-
gious, and the single laity, in all facets of 
the Church.

Regardless of where we are called as 
individuals, we have all been given such 
a gift in this time of formation, a gift that 
will be revealed slowly and delicately as 
we seek to live our lives as bearers of 
Christ’s light.

After a beautiful Commissioning 
Ceremony in the context of the Mass, 
in which we were blessed with the pres-

ence of our beloved 
chaplain, Fr. Clair 
Watrin, Fr. Robert 
MacKenzie from 
Cupar, SK, and the 
Most Rev. Albert 
LeGatt, Bishop 
of Saskatoon, I 
was filled with 
a deep, deep joy 
I could not say I 
had known before 
beginning my year 
at St. Therese on 
September 29, 2007.   The experience of 
joy on this special day was reminiscent 
for me of the many days throughout our 
year where laughter, peace and joy were 
poured upon us in abundance, even in the 
midst of the struggles of growth, conver-
sion and transformation.

Through the reminder of this joy came the 
reminder of all the gifts I have received 
because of my time at St. Therese, and I 
was given a renewed sense of grateful-
ness for the love that my Lord has for 
me in seeing how greatly He desired to 
bless me in bringing me to the school.  
This reminder continues to give me the 
strength to trust Him in all of the plans 
He has for my life.

Joy, I have realized, is much deeper than 
happiness and much truer than excite-
ment, although it often manifests itself 
in these forms; it is rather an awakening 
deep within ourselves to the truth that we 
are profoundly loved and have been given 
a great mission, and it is a resonance that 
signals that the depths of who we truly 
are are being revived and brought to life. 
It is a joy that comes through the Cross of 
suffering, of sacrifice, but that, in its resur-
rected form, is such a bright light that any 
darkness from the journey is dispelled.  
This understanding and the fact that we 
are called to live out of a profound place 
of joy is something I would not have as 
clearly understood without my time at 

St. Therese; as a result, as I walked up 
to receive my blessing from the bishop 
along with my diploma, I knew without 
any flash of doubt that I had spent my 
year in the place God wanted me, and 
that I will continue to receive wisdom, 
knowledge and the fruit of love as I 
voyage onto the path set before me.

Throughout the later part of the year, we 
had been singing one song fairly often 
during our morning praise and worship 
time.  I usually found it to be quirky and 
mildly entertaining at best, but, in seeing 
how quickly the room exploded with the 
presence of God when we sang it, I began 
to truly cherish the song and see the value 
and depth in its simple words.  My prayer 
now is that our hearts will always sing 
those two very memorable lines with 
which we finished our Commissioning 
Ceremony, and, simultaneously, the offi-
cial close of our year of formation: “Let 
me be a shining light for You; let me be a 
joy to You always.” (from the song: Joy. 
John Ellis, ©1999 Kingsway Thankyou 
Music)

As we have been commissioned to do, 
may His light reflect from us onto you and 
all the world, and may we bring joy to our 
Heavenly Father in all that we do, always.  

Kathleen Wolfe 

Student Kathleen Wolfe receives the blessing of Bishop Albert LeGatt 
at this year’s Commissioning Ceremony.
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Hope for the Future

a dramatic presentation of Triumph of 
Humility, a play written by St. Therese 
of Lisieux in 1896 for performance 
in her Carmelite convent. St. Therese 
students later traveled by bus to the 
Eucharistic Congress in Quebec City, 
where the play directed by Andras Tahn 
was also performed.

The inaugural class of 2008 included 
André Rivet of Bruno; Daniel Carreiro 
and Kathleen Wolfe of Saskatoon; 
Vincent Brûlé of Albertville; Alisha 
Weiler of North Battleford; Denise 
Becker and Nicole Brodner of Regina; 
Lorne Stang of Macklin; Caroline 
Lajoie-Stang of Green Valley, ON.; 
Mandalyn LeGrange of Camrose, AB; 
Jean Amyotte and Naomi Senten of 
Edmonton; Fred Bull of Calgary; Emily 
Arsenault of St. Nicholas, PEI; Jonathan 
Inskip of Salmon Arm, BC; and Tristen 
Greenslade of Rochester, Minnesota.

Kiply Lukan Yarowski 
Reprinted with permission.

to make a difference.  It was a pleasure 
to teach them and I am confident that 
with what they received at St. Therese 
School they will make a difference in 
the life of the Church and the world 
of today. 

The Most Reverend           . 
Adam Exner, omi 

Archbishop Emeritus of Vancouver

On July 20th, in his concluding 
homily at World Youth Day 

in Australia, Pope Benedict XVI 
outlined his hopes and expectations 
in a number of questions addressed to 
them.  He said” Dear young people, 
let me now ask you a question.  What 
will you leave to the next generation?  
Are you building your lives on firm 
foundations, building something that 
will endure?  Are you living your 
lives in a way that opens up space 
for the Spirit in the midst of a world 
that wants to forget God, or even 
rejects him in the name of a falsely-
conceived freedom?  How are you 
using the gifts you have been given, 
the “power” which the Holy Spirit 
is even now prepared yet to come?  
What difference will you make?”

As one of the teachers of the students 
of St. Therese School of Faith and 
Mission, I can assert without hesitation 
that the graduates of St. Therese will 
make a difference.  The students I met 
at St. Therese were wholesome, well 
intentioned and motivated, eager to 
learn and grow and firmly determined 

...continued from page 6

...Commissioning

Archbishop Adam Exner, teaching his 
weekly class on “Salvation History” 

in the St. Therese classroom.

Starting up an apostolate like 
St. Therese requires the help of many 
God-loving individuals. Thank you 
to all the volunteers and teachers who 
heeded God’s call to help get this ship 
a-sailing!

 Volunteers - 2007-2008
Many people volunteered their time throughout 
the year — far too many to list in such a small 
space; Thank you all!  In particular, we owe much 
thanks to three individuals who gave us many, 
selfless hours of their time.

Anne-Marie Florizone - We had many, MANY 
books donated towards our new Library. Anne-
Marie spent seemingly countless days (and 
nights) diligently sorting and cataloguing 10,000  
books before placing them onto the shelves!

Cole Crooks - Early in the year, we needed the 
assistance of an Electrician. Miraculously, one ap-
peared at the door one day, offering his services! 
Blessings on your and Tristen’s marriage!

Sr. Lenore Moldenhauer, O.S.U. - When ever the 
need arose, whether it be mopping floors, stuffing 
mail outs, tending flower beds or anything else, Sr. 
Lenore was there with great love and dedication.

Teaching Staff - 2007-2008
Jim Anderson - Director, St. Therese School
Archbishop Adam Exner, O.M.I. - Archbishop 
Emeritus of the Archdiocese of Vancouver, BC
Jerry Kristian - Director, St. Therese HGC
Donna (Donaldson) Kristian - Vocations Director, 
Diocese of Saskatoon
Leah Perrault - Director, Catholic Pastoral  
Centre, Diocese of Saskatoon
Anne Williams - St. Therese Healing & Growth Centre
Fr. Clair Watrin, C.S.B. - Chaplain, St. Therese 
Andras Tahn - St. Therese School
Lorretta Hopegood (Kelowna, BC)

Visiting Teachers - 2007-2008
Most Reverend Albert LeGatt - Bishop of Saskatoon
Fr. Scott McCaig- Moderator, Companions of the 
Cross (Ottawa, ON)
Fr. Tom Rosica, C.S.B. - CEO, Salt & Light Televi-
sion (Toronto, ON)
Fr. Denis Phaneuf - Pastor, St. Michael’s Parish, 
(Cudworth, SK)
Kilian O’Donovan - Director, John Paul II Bible 
School (Radway, AB)
Sr. Lise Paquette, P.M. (Saskatoon, SK)
Sr. Anne Auley, P.M. (Saskatoon, SK)
Fr. Ephraim Mensah - Pastor, St. Mary’s Parish 
(Wynyard, SK)
Jim Murphy - Catholic Evangelist (Michigan, USA)
Ken Yasinski - Face to Face Ministries 
(Saskatoon, SK)
Murdo & Alanet McKinnon (Kelowna, BC)

Tending the Vineyard
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From Student to Saint in Eight Weeks

The youth organizing committee of 
the 49th International Eucharistic 
Congress selected a variety of different 
entertainment to augment the Congress’ 
Eucharisitc celebrations. St. Therese 
School of Faith and Mission was 
awarded a 60 minute spot on the main 
stage of the Espace Jeuneuse (Youth 
Space).  Jim Anderson, Director of St. 
Therese School, suggested staging a 
dramatic presentation and asked Andras 
Tahn, Executive Director, to direct “The 
Triumph of Humility,” a play penned 
by the school’s patron, St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux, in 1896.

Combined with a prelude introduction, 
two testimonies and a choreographed 
dance number, the inaugural class 
performed the North American premiere 
of  “The Triumph of Humility”  to 
standing ovations in Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario, and finally the 
Eucharistic Congress in Quebec City.

Enter the demons. As I sit silently, 
listening to the their hellish schemes, I 
cannot help but think “Lord, is this real?” 
I can no longer distinguish between 
the play and reality, because to me, the 
play is reality. It speaks only truth. St. 
Michael defeats the devils by humility! 
Now into the testimonies. Then before 
the audience has time to applause, the 
dance breaks out. Like a loud crescendo, 
the snowball, now the size of a massive 
boulder, collides into a mountain side. 
Fragments of snow fling into every 
direction as the play comes to a close. 

 My name is Naomi Senten, and I had the 
great privilege of playing the character 
of Sr. Thérèse in the drama “The 

Triumph of Humility.” The play was 
both exhilarating and exhausting. At 
first glance the language seemed very 
stilted and dry, and it was very difficult 
to see any entertaining potential in it. 
But as the weeks progressed it began to 
grow and develop into a beautiful swan. 
Not one on a lake, but one in flight, on 
the move. The script changed from ink 
on a page to words of life, containing 

My heart pounds, drowning out 
all sound around me. The only 

way I know it has begun is that my 
colleague next to me begins to be draped 
in darkness. The lights have begun to 
dim. I review in my mind the next step. 
Just the next step. I know if I think to 
far forward in my mind of what is to 
take place, my nerves will then have 
free reign to run wild. The stage blacks 
out. The candle is next. That is my cue. I 
take a step, open my mouth and begin to 
sing. No sooner do I start then it is over. 
I take a breath, step out from behind 
the grill and speak my first line. Like 
the effect of a snowball rolling down 
a hill, as it grows it gains momentum.  

Naomi Senten played little Sister Thérèse in St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s 1896 play
“The Triumph of Humility.’ Senten and her fellow students presented the play at 

the 49th International Eucharistic Congress in Quebec City on June 17. In addition 
to acting in the play, Senten also designed both the set and the demon’s costumes. 

Above: Prelude 
Sr. Agnes of God (Emily Arsenault),  

blood sister to Sr. Thérèse, sets the stage for 
“Triumph of Humility.”

Right: Relaxing on a “Free Day”  
Sr. Marie Madeleine (Carolline Lajoie-Stang),  

St. Marie du Saint Esprit  (Tristen Greenslade) 
and Sr. Thérèse (Naomi Senten).
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truth and freedom. This I knew, not 
only in the great change that took place 
within my own heart from its study, but 
also from the many responses that the 
cast, the staff, and I had received from 
the audience, when the presentation 
came to its close. Many were not able 
to describe the fruit that they had tasted 
from the play, but with tears in their eyes 
and a very sincere “thank you” it was 
very evident to me that the living God, 
through the obedience of St. Thérèse 
and St. Therese School of Faith and 
Mission, was on the move and touching 
deeply His flock. 

 The study of St. Thérèse, learning her 
secret to sanctity, was a great lesson for 
me. She saw herself as little child, sitting 
upon the knee of the Heavenly Father, 

wrapped up in 
His arms, with 
her head against 
His chest, living 
the vocation 
of love in 
c o m p l e t e 
confidence. She believed that in love she 
could be all and do all: The prophet, the 
missionary, the Carmelite, the mother, 
the apostle, the martyr. 

“…my Beloved Spouse, told us in the 
days of His mortal life: ‘Whatsoever you 
ask the Father in my name he will give it 
to you!’ I am certain, then, that You will 
grant my desires; I know, Oh my God! 
that the more You want to give, the more 

You make us desire” (St. Thérèse’s act of 
oblation to the merciful love). Her belief 
was proved, her prayers were answered 
during her life and after her death. She 
was a cloistered Carmelite in France, and 
her only means of touching the world 
was by doing all things, great or small, 
with immense love for God. During 
her life she was the spiritual mother to 

priests. To one of 
these priests who 
was going to a 
foreign country 
she wrote that 
when he landed, 
she would be with 
him. She died 

just before he reached his destination. 
Leading up to her death, one marked 
by intense physical suffering, she was 
in such spiritual darkness that even the 
thought of heaven caused her tremendous 
pain. She persevered, and in so doing she 
became the patroness of missionaries 
and is now known and venerated all 
over the world! I have found great peace 
and tranquility in the Little Way of St. 
Thérèse, knowing that all I am to be is 
a small child sitting upon my Heavenly 
Father’s knee in Love’s embrace. 

Naomi Senten 

Above left: 
Listening in on Hell 

Beelzebub (Jean 
Amyotte), Asmodeus 

(Lorne Stang) and  
Lucifer (Jonathan 
Inskip) argue with
Archangel Michael 

(Daniel Carreiro) about 
the moral strength of 
the Carmelite nuns 

(Lajoie-Stang, 
Greenslade and 

Senten).

Above right: Virtue vs. Vice 
Lucifer (Inskip) discovers pride lurking in the 
heart of Sr. Marie Madeleine (Lajoie-Stang).

Above center: Defeated by Humility 
Michael (Carreiro) pulls the trump card of all 
virtues that the nuns possess, humility, and 

vanquishes the evil demons.

Far left: Testimonies 
Jean Amyotte and Naomi Senten tell of how 

God has worked powerfully in their lives.

Left: “Thanks be to God” 
The cast performing (dancing and singing 
to live accompaniment) the show’s closing 

dance number.

You can watch 

“The Triumph of Humility” 

online at
www.StTherese.ca/video/toh
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   Pilrimage to the 49th International Eucharistic Congress,

Left: Posing with “Huskie the Muskie” in  
Kenora, ON. Kinda fishy how you always find 

the strangest things while traveling...
Above: Visiting the Canadian Martyr’s Shrine 
in Midland Ontario. The two reliquaries house 
first-class relics of martyred Sts. Jean Brebeuf, 

Gabriel Lalemant and Charles Garnier.  
Right: Ready for “Triumph” 

at St. Raphaels’ Ruins in St. Raphaels, ON.

Above: “Us and the Bus” We chartered a bus for the 
7000km round trip.

Below: St. Therese at St. Thérèse 
We were billeted out with families from  

St. Thérèse Parish In Quebec City. 
Emily Arsenault and Lisa Anderson pose 

with the statue outside the church. 

Being one of Canada’s oldest cities, we 
just had to do lots of touring around in 

Quebec City! 
Below: Posing for a group photo at 
Sainte Anne de Beaupré church.

Left: We even had 
a chance to visit the 

Madonna House 
Apostolate in  

Combermere, ON 
during our travels,  

and we got to spend 
some time with 

Fr. Murray Kuemper 
(far right), Diocese of 
Saskatoon, who has 
been on sabbatical at 

Madonna House.

Above: 
Performing “The Triumph of Humility” 

on the main Youth Stage at the 
Eucharistic Congress. 
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   Quebec City - June 9 - 25, 2008  .   Pilrimage to the 49th International Eucharistic Congress,

Eucharistic Procession through Quebec City
Above left: Jesus, in the Eucharist, led the way through Quebec City.

Above: Carolline Lajoie joins up with the Sisters of Charity for part of the procession. 
Left: Director Jim Anderson leads the St. Therese contingent (his wife and three 

sons came along on the trip too!).
Below: Arriving for the Eucharistic Adoration vigil at the end of the procession.

Left & below:
Mass at the Main Stage of 
the Eucharistic Congress 

in the Pepsi Coliseum.

Statio Orbis - Closing Mass
The Statio Orbis Mass on the historic 

Plains of Abraham was the high point of 
the Eucharistic Congress.  

Above right: Pope Benedict XVI delivered 
the homily live from Rome via satellite.

Right: Already soaked from rain, 
St. Therese students dance in the puddles 
after Mass to the beat of African drummers.
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Remember: God is on the Move!

Preparing for the Eucharistic 
Congress was no simple task. 

Once we made the decision to go we 
had our eyes set on it and we hoped 
that Our Father would lead us down 
the best most efficient path. 

We had two months to get everything 
done; funds, transportation, accom-
modations, our show ‘The Triumph of 
Humility’, advertising, play  rehearsals, 
dance practices, endless phone calls, 
e-mails, meetings, finding additional 
people who wanted to travel with us 
to help reduce our costs, and the list 
goes on. Humanly speaking this type 
of expedition was impossible in such a 
short time. How quickly we forget that 
it is not about us–it’s about Him. 

I was in charge of accommodations 
while on the road to Quebec and 
in Quebec. I had no idea what this 
all entailed. It was all a learning 
experience. Throughout this process, 
however, I can’t express how blessed 
I felt to have been born and raised 
bilingual. Mon Dieu, merci! I cannot 
really express what a blessing it was 
to speak to so many people who were 
so excited about our trip. After many 
showers of roses given by our patroness 
St. Thérèse, our accommodations were 
set, and all I had to do was trust.

We stayed in Brandon, MB, in host 
homes; Thunder Bay, ON, in St. Agnes 
Church; Sudbury, ON, in a Catholic 
retreat center called Porte des Eaux 
(The Water Gate); St. Raphaels, ON, 
in host homes; and then finally Quebec 
City in host homes.

Along the way we presented a play 
written by our patroness: ‘The Triumph 
of Humility’. Nothing prepared us 
for the overwhelming enthusiasm we 
received in Quebec City when we 
performed our show to a full house 
that gave us three (wow!) standing 
ovations throughout the presentation!! 
It was exhilarating and I knew for 
sure, without a doubt, that God was 
on the move. For the duration of the 
Congress, I knew that something was 
happening to Quebec City. I felt the 
City’s heart beat with the same beat of 
all the Saints that had passed through 
that blessed place once not so long 
ago. I felt a great surge of enthusiasm 
about our blessed Trinity (Father, 
Son and Spirit) and I was sharing 
with strangers about God’s love. 
The harvest is indeed plenty but the 
laborers are few–it’s time to answer to 
God’s gentle plea.

Throughout this process of planning, I 
felt that I had put all of it in God’s hands, 
even though I held on fearing that plans 
would be somehow ruined by my lack of 
knowledge of up-to-date plans. I worried 
a bit, and I think a bit is a bit too much. 
After the Congress was over we were 
staying at the Water Gate in Sudbury 
and it hit me while going for a run. My 
mind cleared, and I was thinking about 
how I had worried about everything 
and how none of those worries had ever 
come true. I thought of my parents and 
the solid rocks they have been in my 
life, and I thought of my childhood and 
how I never remembered worrying. 

About Face!

Making Masks for “Triumph of Humility”
The three demons in “Triumph” wore custom-
made masks. Between rehearsals one Satur-
day, Andras Tahn gave a mask making work-
shop. It was great fun and exciting for all the 

students to partake in this unique experience!
 

Top: Jean Amyotte applies plastered gauze to 
Naomi Senten’s face during a Mask Making 

workshop at St. Therese.

Bottom: Lorne Stang waits for the plaster 
on his mask to set (left). Naomi Senten later 
transformed Lorne’s mask into the face of his 

character, Asmodeus (right).

Then it clicked, if I am going to believe 
in God, and if I am going to be his child, 
then I need to trust more and worry less 
because He has never let me down. 

I started to think about how well 
everything worked out and I was moved 
to give thanks for all the blessings 
along the way. So, if you are reading 
this right now, take a moment and thank 
Our Father for all He has done, all He 
is doing, and all He will do. Remember, 
God is on the move, and He wants you 
on His team.

Carolline Lajoie-Stang 
Carolline Lajoie-Stang - Class of 2008
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place where young people can take a year 
to grow in faith and community before 
going off to school or careers, or for people 
of any age to journey as an interlude in 
their life dedicated to growing in faith, 
knowledge and holiness. “May this school 
continue to be a blessing for the students, 
for the diocese, for the whole of the church 
and for all those who will be touched by 
those who go forth from these walls.”

Keynote speaker Bernard Hamoline of 
Aberdeen described the new school as 
a way of fulfilling the Old Testament 
precept of the sabbatical year to “rest in 
the Lord” – adding that even if one can’t 
attend for a year, the commitment to a 
“sabbatical hour” of prayer each day is a 
way to embark on a similar journey.

In his address, Hamoline, the chair of the 

parish pastoral council in Vonda, explored 
the theme of Christ bringing healing from 
the wounds of sin. He also addressed the 
challenge of walking “the little way” 
of love as described by St. Therese of 
Lisieux. “The little way has nothing to 

do with the nature of the task at hand … 
it has everything to do with the manner 
in which it is accomplished,” Hamoline 
said, noting that no matter what a person’s 
station in life, the call is to do everything 
with love and obedience. “Does the path 
I’m choosing in this moment lead me to 
holiness and help me to image the love 
of God?”

Bringing greetings, Kilian O’Donovan, 
director and cofounder of the John Paul 
II Bible School in Radway, Alberta said 
that schools like St. Therese School are “a 
novitiate for the laity” in which individuals 
can spend a year of formation “establishing 
a relationship with Jesus Christ as the Lord 
of our lives.”

Chief Lawrence Joseph of the Federation 
of Saskatchewan Indian Nations expressed 
his appreciation for the spirit of prayer 
and healing being lived out at St. Therese 
School – a healing that is much needed in 
our society. He described the challenges 
facing his people, and all those who are 
hurt by the “evil spirit” of drugs and 
alcohol, the exploitation of young girls in 
the sex trade, and other negative issues.

“Not only do we need to pray together, but 
we have to do this out of mutual respect,” 
Joseph said. He called for a renewed 
understanding of the living nature of the 
treaties, which all are party to, and which 
should not be seen as a barrier to anyone. 
“Let’s get together and remove barriers 
of stereotypes.”

Others bringing greetings included St. 
Therese chaplain Fr. Clair Watrin, board 
members Lisa Tahn and Jim McLane, 
and town of Bruno representative 
Laurel Grayson.

Pastor of St. Bruno parish Rev. Joe Ackerman, 
OSB, brought greetings and spoke of the great 
work of Pope John XXIII, before encouraging 
the new Catholic school to dedicate time to 
studying the documents of the second Vatican  
council. Parish representative Victor 
Granger 

St. Therese Grand Opening - Feb. 23, 2008

St. Therese School of Faith and 
Mission was officially opened during 

a day-long celebration Feb. 23 at the 
former Ursuline convent and academy in 
Bruno, Saskatchewan.

Board chair Jerry Kristian of Saskatoon cut 
the ribbon to officially open the facility, 
which one speaker described as an oasis 
of faith formation and healing. Twenty 
students are presently enrolled at the 
Catholic school, which began its inaugural 
year Oct. 1 on the feast day of patron St. 
Therese of Lisieux.

In addition to offering students a yearlong 
program of faith formation and community 
based in the facility’s east wing, St. Therese 
School includes a Healing and Growth Centre 
in the building’s west wing. The Healing 
and Growth Centre will offer programs of 
teaching, healing and transformation, said 
Kristian, and will eventually include sessions 
on family healing, self esteem, grief and loss, 
as well as providing a base for AA, Al-Anon 
and abortion recovery groups.

 “God deserves all the credit for this school 
and facility,” Kristian said. “It will be His 
design and power that will get St. Therese 
where it should be.”

Saskatoon Bishop Albert LeGatt blessed 
and dedicated the centre, before presiding 
at an opening Mass in the school 
gymnasium, attended by some 400 visitors, 
guests, staff, students and supporters.

Citing the lives of saints such as St. 
Augustine, St. Therese and St. Angela 
Merici, LeGatt said that his hope and 
prayer is that each one who comes to 
St. Therese School will grow in their 
awareness of God’s incredible love, and 
will be transformed in that love.

Spirituality, work and community are 
among the hallmarks of St. Therese School 
of Faith and Mission, observed LeGatt 
during an evening program of speakers, 
greetings and presentations.

LeGatt endorsed the vision of creating a ...continued on page 18

“Does the path I’m choosing in this 
moment lead me to holiness and 
help me to image the love of God?”

Bernard Hamoline, Keynote address
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It was a truly grand, ‘grande’, Grand 
Opening! On Feb. 28, 2008. More 
than 500 people joined us in  Bruno to 
celebrate St. Therese’s Official Grand 
Opening! Others were able to join 
us from afar on the internet via our  
first-ever live video webcast!

Above: Student Jonathan Inskip gives  
a tour of the St. Therese facility to a 

group of visitors.

Right: Visitors take a few moments to 
view the names of key donors on our 

“Family of Support” wall.

Left: Bishop Albert LeGatt and Andras 
Tahn, Executive Director, hold the ribbon 
for Jerry Kristian, Chairman of the Board.

Above: Bishop Albert LeGatt, 
Diocese of Saskatoon (center), with 
concelebrating priests (from l to r) Fr. 
Joseph Ackerman, OSB, Bruno, SK, 
Fr. Werner Renneberg, OSB, Prior of 
St. Peter’s Abbey in Muenster, SK, 

Fr. Clair Watrin, CSB, Chaplain of St. 
Therese, Fr. Ray Senger, Saskatoon, 
SK, and Fr. Denis Phenuf, Cudworth, 
SK, joined with us to celebrate Mass.

Right: St. Therese students (l to r) 
 Fred Bull, Mandalyn LeGrange, 

Laurier Blanchette, Emily  
Arsenault, Kathleen Wolfe, Alisha 

Weiler, Naomi Senten and Carolline 
Lajoie-Stang lead the 

assembly in song.

Bottom right: With over 500 people 
partaking in the celebration, 

the gymnasium was quite cozy!

Many dignitaries and special guests took a 
few minutes to give their congratulations, 

including Chief Lawrence Joseph, Saskatch-
ewan Federation of Indian Nations (above 

top), Pius and Ida Pfeifer, major donors 
(above bottom), Fr. Joseph Ackerman & 
Victor Granger, St. Bruno Parish, Laurel 
Grayson, representing Bruno’s Mayor A. 
Ludwig, Sr. Bernadine Fetter, Superior of 

Ursulines of Bruno, Kilian O’Donovan, John 
Paul II Bible School, and many more!
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...Grand Opening

said parishioners are happy to be walking 
with the students and the new families who 
have arrived in the community because of 
St. Therese School. “I hope we will all grow 
spiritually because of what you are doing 
here.”

Sr. Bernadine Fetter, OSU, superior of the 
Ursulines of Bruno, expressed happiness in 
knowing that a mission of “faith formation 
and the betterment of family life” will 
continue to be lived out in the building 
established by the Ursulines.

Board chair Jerry Kristian and executive 
director Andras Tahn described the history 
of the St. Therese project, which began 
with a group of individuals talking about 
their vision of Catholic education and 
faith formation.

Kristian said there were many “bumps and 
detours” along the way to establishing the 
school: a journey that included both “trials 
and tremendous spiritual growth.” Both 
Kristian and Tahn acknowledged the support 
of the bishop, who after much consultation 
and reflection told the St. Therese board “I 
have decided to journey with you.”

Major donors and supporters were 
acknowledged during the evening, 
including Pius and Ida Pfeifer of North 
Battleford, whose donation permitted the 
board to purchase the building in Bruno. 
Pius Pfeiffer said that he and his wife are 
proud to be part of the inspiring project, and 
encouraged continuing prayer and support 
“Let’s give them their tools and let them do 
their job and let them fulfill the dream.”

The day that the students began to arrive 
was the highlight of the journey for 
Tahn. “Everything we do is for you, and 
you made it all worthwhile,” he said to 
the students. Tahn introduced the staff, 
including St. Therese School director 
Jim Anderson, who in turn introduced 
the students, whom he described as “risk 
takers, just like the apostles were pioneers 
and risk takers.”

Several spoke about what attending the 
school means to them. Nicole Brodner of 
Regina described St. Therese as “a safe and 
wonderful place to find out who I am and 
to grow towards who I am called to be,” 
while Michael Wourms of Kamloops, B.C. 
said it provides “a much needed opportunity 
to grow in my spiritual life.” Naomi Senten 
of Edmonton said the school is helping her 
to “develop a deeper intimacy with Christ,” 
while Jonathan Inskip of Salmon Arm, B.C. 
said: “St. Therese has been about learning to 
live from the heart … so we can do all things 
through him who strengthens us.”

“I’m getting closer to God every day and 
I’m very blessed to be here,” said Kathleen 
Wolfe of Saskatoon.

“Something that I’ve learned in class about 
the spirituality of St. Therese is that it’s 
not about climbing this mountain that we 
call holiness and trying to be perfect … it’s 
about being weak, about being myself, being 
imperfect, and just letting God carry me up 
that mountain. That’s the best news I’ve heard 
in 20 years,” said Fred Bull of Calgary.

Later on in the program, student Jean 
Amyotte of St. Paul, Alberta, spoke at 
greater length, describing his conversion 
from a life of drug addiction and the 
anonymous donation that paid his tuition to 
attend St. Therese School. “The selfishness 
that I have is being worked on in this 
place,” he said, stressing the work of God’s 
mercy and goodness in his own life.

“St Therese is a place where all can feel at 
home in the heart of the Catholic faith. St. 
Therese is a Catholic teaching and healing 
apostolate but is open to all, ministering 
to all, as Jesus would want it to be,” 
described Kristian. In addition to Kristian 
and Andras Tahn, the board of directors 
also includes Lisa Tahn, Jim McLane, 
Carolyn Crittenden, Gail Gareau, and Fr. 
Albert Lalonde, OMI.

Kiply Lukan Yarowski 
Reprinted with permission.

Quite a lot of Quilts!
Sr. Helen Kirchner, Mary Lange, Thecla 

Lange, Anges Pratchler and Frances 
Schnum (pictured above with quilts and St. 
Therese staff & students) stopped in one 
afternoon with a whole load of handmade 
quilts! They are part of “Havin’ Fun and 

Doin’ Good”, a local quilting group that was 
founded after the example of Sr. Anne Ma-

rie Lange of the Sisters of St. Elizabeth.

Sr. Anne (1928-2007) was an ardent worker 
in God’s kingdom, always ready to help the 

poor and needy. In her retirement years, she 
became the Superior of the Sisters of St. 

Elizabeth in Humboldt, SK. To help keep the 
older sisters active, she enlisted their help 
in making quilts for the less fortunate. The 

quilts were made out of any scrap of material 
they could find—there was never a scrap 

that wasn’t good enough for the quilt, just like 
there is never a person not good enough to 

be loved by God she was often heard to say.

The donated quilts will be used in the 
Healing and Growth Centre wing of 

St. Therese. Sr. Anne, please pray for all 
who will be warmed physically by your love 

for God and for those in need.

...continued from page 16

We Need Your Help!
As we embark on our second year, 
we face a second year of expenses. 
We need your help to meet this 
year’s budget. We trust that God will 
provide through your generosity.

We humbly ask for your financial 
support — so that together we can 
continue to answer God’s call.

May God Bless you abundantantly!
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Growing by God’s Healing Love

The inner healing and growth 
component of the curriculum at 

St. Therese School was the best part of 
my year! It really bears fruit! I, for one, 
believe every student benefited once 
they allowed themselves to be drawn 
into that part of the program. 

 It was definitely scary at first to look 
at past lies or roots of sin (vows, false 
beliefs about life in general and God’s 
promises) and weed them out. Isn’t that 
an incredibly painful process? Will I 
go into shock when I become aware of 
something? Will I be paralysed? Will I 
survive it emotionally? Do these silly 
little beliefs really affect me that much 
in my life?

I found myself repeating old behavior 
patterns that just wouldn’t go away, 
and inappropriately overreacting to 
situations. Maybe you can relate!

The prayer counseling provided at the 
school this past year was excellent and 
helped me to focus on those problem 
areas. Even when I only knew of the 
general area of the problem, prayer 
with the prayer counselor brought out 
the details that God wanted to work on 
or heal in that session. It was a great 
blessing to journey with this person and 
then go to the sacrament of reconciliation 
to seal the deal completely.

I have to thank God for His wonderful 
mercy -- I’d be toast without His mercy: 
A very miserable, irritable toast at that. 

God loves us too much to leave us in 
our own inner woundedness to rot. His 
methods are surprising and wonderful. 
God loves us and the whole point of His 
activities with us is to get into more of a 
personal relationship with us. God can’t 
leave us miserable and in pain once we 
give Him permission to help us and 
have an openness to His ways.

God speaks to people in different 
ways. Sometimes it’s in images, 
symbols, dreams, words, scripture or 
just a sense of peace. God is big and 
even if you are hard headed, have a 
stone for a heart and don’t want to 
go to the mushy land of emotional 
fear, pain and sorrow, God can do 
it so you will benefit and you won’t 
die. He knows what we all need and 
He knows the timing and He knows 
what we can take. 

I say, take the risk and step out in 
faith -- even if you don’t understand 
the need for prayer counseling. If the 
opportunity is given to you, jump 
in, and watch God do some interior 
miracles!

Denise Becker 

 

  

Denise Becker - Class of 2008

Chaplain’s Corner

This opening year at St. Therese 
was truly a miraculous and 

grace-filled year.  I could even say it 
was one of the most rewarding years of 
my forty-nine years as a priest.

It was a joy to me to see the students 
grow in wisdom and grace before my 
very eyes. 

The students received excellent 
instruction in our Catholic faith;  The 
teachers inspired them and gave then a 
firm foundation in the truths revealed 
by God in scripture and tradition. It 
was not just “head” knowledge but it 
was a beautiful balance that formed 
them in both knowledge of the faith 
and love of God.

I rejoiced constantly in the openness 
and receptivity of the students and the 
zeal and hard work of the staff. The 
fruit of the spirit was manifest: love, 
joy, peace, patience, understanding, 
kindness, fidelity, gentleness and self-
control.  The Lord truly did marvelous 
things for us in this our opening year at 
St. Therese.

Fr. Clair Watrin, CSB 

Sign up for our
Online e.Mail List

• receive regular e-mail updates on 
St. Therese and upcoming events

• get online FULL COLOR newsletters
• help us to save on mailing &  

printing costs; save trees too!

www.StTherese.ca/e.list Fr. Clair Watrin - Chaplain
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Our goal is to raise $2-million to help offset our costs. 
Student tuitions and room/board/rental fees help us to 
cover a very small percentage of our operating costs. We 
rely on God’s providence and YOUR DONATION to 
make up the rest of what we need.
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Message from the Chair

As I am asked to reflect on behalf of 
the Board of Directors on the “start-

up” year of St. Therese School of Faith 
and Mission, the words of Psalm 106 
come to mind:

Alleluia! 
Give thanks to God, for he is good, 
his love is everlasting! 
Who can count all God’s triumphs? 
Who can praise him enough?

We rejoice as we end the first year of 
St. Therese School of Faith and Mission 
and as we begin the second year. We 
look to the year ahead and once again 
find ourselves standing before the Lord 
as we stood before Him one year ago, in 
humble recognition of our need and of our 
dependence upon Him. We can each offer 

the Lord the only 
thing that is truly 
ours to give—our 
heart! This is a time, 
as all times, to not 
only give thanks to 
God for his count-
less blessings but 
also to surrender to 
Him fully. We must 
continue to rely on 
His blessings.

We thank God for the students He has 
given us this past year and look forward 
to a new flock, bigger than ever, this year. 

We give thanks to all those of you who 
have supported us so well in the past and 
we trust that many of you will continue to 

do so in the future.  May God bless every 
one of you and your families abundantly 
for the help you have given us.

It’s so great to be in a community as 
wonderful as Bruno. We want to thank the 
Mayor Audrey Ludwig, the town council, 
and all the residents of Bruno for their kind-
ness shown to our staff and students, and 
we look forward to building an even more 
wonderful relationship in the future.

May God bless every one of you for your 
kindness!

Jerry Kristian 
on behalf of the Board of Directors

Lisa Tahn, Andras Tahn, Jim McLane, 
Carolyn Crittenden, Gail Gareau, 

Fr. Albert Lalonde, O.M.I.

Jerry Kristian
Chairman of Board


